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Miſerable Soult 
HERE is that life, and light, and love, in 


every true Believer, but eſpetially in every 


faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, Which engagath them to. 
long and labour for your ſalvatien. Life is com- 
municative and active; it maketh us ſenſible that 
Faith is not Phantaſm, nor true Religion a Stage- 
8 nor our hopes of eternal happineſs a 


ream. And as we defire nothing more for our- 


ſelves than to have more of the holy life (which we 


have, alas, in ſo ſmall a meaſure) ſo what is it we: 
ſhould more deſire for others? With the eye of an 
infallible (tho' too weak) Faith we ſee the heaven 


which you neglect, and the bleſſed ſouls in glory 


with Chriſt, whoſe companions you might be for 
ever: we ſee the multitudes of ſouls in hell, who. 
came thither by the ſame way that you are going. 
in, who are ſhut out of the glorious preſence of 
God, and are now among thoſe devilsthat deceive 
them, remembering they had their good things here, ' 
Luke xvi. 25, and how they ſpent the day of 
their viſitation, and how light they once ſet b 
God, by Chriſt, by Heaven, by Mercy, whilit 
Mercy was an earneſt ſolicitor for their hearts; and 
with our bodily eyes we ſee at the ſame time abun- 
dance of poor ſinners, living about us as if there 
9 2% . were 
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were no God, no Chriſt, no heaven, no hell, no 
judgment, no, nor death to be expected; as if a 
man were but a maſter-beaſt to rule the reſt, and 
feed upon and periſh with them. And if it were 
your own caſe, to fee what ſouls do in heaven 
and hell, and at once to ſee how unbelievingly, 
careleſsly, and ſenſeleſsly moſt men live on earth, 
as if there were no ſuch difference in another 
world, would it not ſeem a pityful ſight to you? If 
you had once ſeen the five brethren of Dives on 
earth, eating, drinking, laughing, and merry, 
clothed and faring daily with the beſt, and at the 
ſame time ſeen their brother's ſoul in hell, begging 
in vain for alittle eaſe, and wiſhing that one from 
the dead might go warn them, that they came 
not to that place of torment, wodld it not ſeem 
to you a pityful fight ? Would not pity have made 
you think, I there no way to open t 75 gentlemen's 
eyes? No way to acquaint them what is become of their 
brother, and where Lazarus ts, aud wither; they 
themſelves art gaing? No one driveth or forceth them 
to hell, and will they go thither of themſelues? And 1s: 
there no way to flop them, or keep them back Did 
you but ſee. yourſelves what we ſee by faith (be- 
Leving Cod) and at once behold the ſaints in 
heaven, the loſt UGeſpairing ſouls in hell, and the 
ſenſeleſs ſenſual ſinners on earth, that ye will lay 
none of this to heart, ſurely it would make you: 
wonder at the ſtupidity of mankind. Would you 
not ſay, OQwbat a deceiver is the devil, that can 
thus lead on louls to their own damnation; Owhat 
a cheat is this ttanſitory world, that can make men 
fo forget the world where they muſt live for gyver!l O 
What an enemy is this fleſh, that thus draweth 
down men's ſouls from God. 1- O what a beſotting 5 
thing is ſin, that turneth a reaſonable ſoul into 
worlie than a beaſt! What a bedlam is this wicked 
world, when tbouſands are ſo buſy labouring to 
undo themſelves and others, and gratifying the 
devil againſt their God and Saviour, who would 
give ihem everlaſting bleſſed life 
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 Unconverted Reader. 5 


And as we have ſuch a fight as this by faith to 
make us pity you, fo we have ſo much taſte of the 
goodneſs of God, the ſweetneſs of his ways, and the 
happineſs of believers, as muſt needs make us wiſh 
that you had but once tried the ſame delights. 


They would turn the pleaſures of fin into deteſta- 


tion. God knows, we deſire nothing more for 
ourſelves than the perfection and eternity of this 


holineſs and happineſs which We believe and taſte; 
and ſhould we not deſire the ſame for you ? 
And being thus moved with neceſſary pity, we 


aſk of God what he would have us do for your 
ſalvation, And he hatlypvld us in ſcripture, That 


the preaching of his goſpel, to acquaint you plainly: 
with the truth, and earneſtly and frequently en- 
treat you to turn from the fleſh and world to God 
by Jeſus Chriſt, is the means with which his grace 


is ready to concur for your ſalvation; when obſti- 
nate rehſtance cauſeth-the holy Spirit to forſake the 
ſinner, and leave him to himſelf to purſue his own: 


counſels, luſts, and will. | 

In this hope we undertook the ſacred miniſtry; 
and gave up ourſelves to this great and moſt im-- 
portant work, In the great ſenſe of our unwor-- 
thineſs, but yet in a ſenſe of our ſoul's nece ſſity, We 
were not ſuch fools at our firſt ſetting out, as not to- 
know it muſt be a life of labour, ſelf-denial, and 
patience; and the devil will do his worſt to hinder 
us, and have all his inſtruments ready to-ſerve him 
againſt our labours, and againſt your fouls. Chriſt 
our Captain was ſaved by patient conqueſt, and ſo 


muſt we ſave ourſtlves and you ; and lo mu ſt youꝰ 


fave yourſelves under Chriſt, if ever you be ſaved. 
Twas no ſtrange thing to- Paul, that bonds and 
afflictions did every where attend him? nor did he 
account his life dear, that he might finiſh his courle 


with joy, and the miniſtry committed to. him by 


the Lord, Acts xx. 23, 24. It was no ſtrange thing 
to him to be forbidden preachirtg to the Gentiles, 
that they might be ſaved. ; by ſuch as. were filling up 
tue meaſure of their fins, and were under-God's' 
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utmoſt wrath on earth, 1 Theſſ. ii. 16. Devils and 
Phartfees, and moſt where they came, both high 
and low, were againſt the Apoſtles preaching of 
the Goſpel, and yet they would not ſa 

and cruelly break their covenant with Chriſt, and 


ec deſert the ſouls of men; even as their 


rd, for the love of ſouls, did call Peter Satan, 


who would have tempted him to ſave his life and 


fleſh, inſtead of making it a ſacrifice for our ſins, 


Matt. xvi. 293. 8 3 | 
What think you ſhould make us undertake a 


calling ſo contrary to our fleſhly eaſe and intereſt ? 
Doe we not know the way of eaſe and honour, wealth 
and pleaſure, as well as others? And have we not 
fleſh as well as others? Could we not be content 
that the cup of reproach, ſcorn, flander, poverty, 


and labours might paſs from us, if it were not for. 
the will of God and your ſalvation? Why ſhould 


we love to be the loweſt, and trodden down by ma- 
lignant pride, and counted as the filth ofthe world, 
and the off-ſcouring of all things, and repreſented 
to Rulers, whom we honour, as fchifmatics, diſ- 
obedjent, turbulent, unruly, by every church- 
uſurper whom we refule to make a god of? Why 


give we not over this preaching of the goſpel at 


the will of Satan, who is for the everlaſting /ufer- 
ing of. your ſouls, under pretence of its making us 


ſuffer ls not all this, that you may be converted 


and ſaved ? If we be herein beſide ourſelves, it 


is for you: could the words of the ignorant or 


proud have perſuaded us, that either your wants 
or dangers are fo inconſiderable (or your other ſup- 
plies and helps ſufficient) that our labours had been 


unneceſſary to you. God knoweth we ſhould have 


readily obeyed the Jlencingyſarts of: Paſtors, and have 
betaken us to ſome other land, where our ſervice 
had been more neceſſary. Let ſhame be the hy- 

rite's reward, who takes not the ſaving of ſouls 
and pleaſing of God for a ſufficient reward, with- 
out eccleſiaſtical dignities, preferment, or worldly 


. 
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I have told you our motives, I have told you our 
bufineſs, and the terms of our undertaking, It is 
God and you ſinners that next muſt tell us what 


our entertainment and [ſucceſs ſhall. be: ſhall it (till 


be negle& and unthankful contempt, and turning 
away your ears and hearts, and ſaying, We have 
Something elſe to mind? Will you {till be cheated 
by this deceitful world, and ſpend all your days 


in pampering your guts, and providing for the 
_ fleſh, that muſt be rotting ſhortly in a grave? Was 


you made for no better uſe than this? May not 
we bring you to ſome ſober thoughts of your con- 
dition? Not one hour ſeriouſly to think wit: her 
you are going? What! not one. awakened look 
into the world where, you mult be for ever? Not 
one heart-piercing thought of everlaſting glory ! 
Not one heart-piereing thought of your Saviour's 


love Not one tear for all your ſinful lives! O! 


God forge 8 let not our labours be fo deſpiſed: let 
not your God, your Saviour, and your fouls be ſo 
light ſet by: O let there be no more profane per- 
ſons among you like Eau, who for one morſel ſold 


his birth-right. 


Poor finners ! we talk not to you as on a ſtage, 
in cuſtomary words, and as ii talking was our 


trade: we are in as good earnelt with you as if we 


ſaw you murdering yourſelves, and were perſuading 


you to ſave yourſelves. Can any man be in jeſt with 


you, who believeth God, who by faith foreſeeth 
whither you are going, and what you loſe, and 
where the game of im will end? *Tis little 


better to jeſt with, you now in. a pulpit, or in 


1 than to ſtand jeſting over your departing 
| - ls, when at death you are breathing out your 


Alas! with ſhame and grief we confeſs, we 


ve! 


never {peak to you of theſe things, as their truth 


and weight deſerve, nor with the {kill and wiſdom, 


the affection and fervency that beſeemeth men en- 


gaging in the ſaving of ſouls; but yet you may 
perceive that we are in earneſt with you (for God 
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8 An Epiſtle to the 
is ſo.) What elſe do we ſtudy for, labour for, ſuffer 
for, live for? Why elſe do we fo much tiouble 
ourſelves, and trouble you, with this ado, and anger 
them that would have made us ſilent? For my 
own part, I will make my free confeſſion to you 
to my ſhame, That I never grew cold, and dull, 
and pityleſs to the fouls of others, till I firſt grew 
too cold and careleſs of my own, (unleſs when weak- 
neſs or ſpeculative ſtudies cool me, which I muſt 
confeſsthey often do.) We never ceafe pitying 
you, till we are growing too like you, and oft have 
need of pity ourſelves, 12 . 

When, through the mercy of my Lord, the 
proſpect of the world of ſouls, which 1 am going 
to, hath any pou erful operation on myſelf, O! then 
] could ſpend and be ſpent for others. No words 
are too earneſt, no labour tos great, no colt too 
dear; the frowns and Wrath of malignant oppoſers 
of the preaching of Chriſt's goſpel are Aue to 
me : but when the world of ſpirits diſappears, or 
my ſoul is clouded, and receiveth not the vital il- 
luminating influences of heaven, I growTold, firſt 
to myſelf, and then to others, © 

Come then, poor ſinners, and help us, who are 
willing at any time to help yeu. As we firſt crave 
God's help, fo we next crave yours: help us, for 
we cannot ſerve you againſt your wills, nor fave 
you without your conſent and help. God himſelf 
will not ſave you without you, and how ſhall we ? 
We know: that the devil is againſt us, and: wilt de 
his utmoſt to hinder us, and ſo will al his miniſters, 
by what names or titles ſeever dignified or diſtin- 
guiſhed? But all this is nothing, if you will but 
take our parts: I mean, if you will take Chriſt's 

art, and your own, and will not be againſt your- 

Ives. Men and devils cannot either help or 
hinder us in faving you, as you may do yourſelves: 
if God and you be for us who ſhall be againjt us 

And will yo help us? Give over ſtriving againſt 
God and Conſcience ; give over fighting againſt 
Chriſt and his Spirit; take no more part with oy 
6 World 
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Unconverted Reader. | 9 | 


world and fleſh, which in your baptiſm you re- 
nounced; ſet your hearts to the meſſage which we 
bring; allow it your man-lihe ſober thought ; ſearch 


the ſcriptures, and ſee whether the things we ſpeak. 


of be ſo or no, We offer you nothing but what we 


have reſolvedly choſen ourſelves, and that after 


the moſt ſerious deliberation we can make, We 
have many times looked round about us, to know 
what is the happineſs of man: and had we found 
better for, part da we had offered better to you. 
If this world would have ſerved our turns, it would 
have ſerved yours alſo, and we would not have 
troubled you with the talk of another world ; but 
it will not, I am ſure it Will not ſerve your turns to 
make you happy, nor ſhall. you long maks that, 
ſelf.deceiving ſhite with it as now-ye do. 
But if you will not Ain of theſe;things, if you, 


FC 


do to ſave your fouls?” pfty them, Lord, that they 
may pity themſel ves; have werey on chem, that 
they may have ſome mercy on themſelves; help 
them, that they help themſelves and us, If you 


ſtill refuſe, will not your loſs, be more than ours? 


If we loſe our labour, (Which to ourſelves we hall 
not} if We loſe, our hopes of your ſalvation, , What 
is thistto your everlaſting lols of ſalvation, itſelf ? 
And what are our ſufferings for, your ſake, in com- 
pariſon of your egdlels ſufferigg g 
But O] this is it that breaketh our hearts, that 
we leave you under more Milt than we found you; 
and when we have laid düt life and labour to ſave 
you, the impenitent ſouls mult have their pains in- 
creaſed for refuſing thele calls; and that it wilt be 


part of your keth, to think for ever, how madly you 
refuſed our counſel, and what pains, coſt, and pa- 
tience were uſed to have ſaved you, and all in vain, 


It will beſo, it muſt needs be ſo. Chrilt ſaith, It 


ſhall be eaſier for Sodom and Gomorrak in the day 


of judgment, than for the rejecters of his goſpel- 
calls, The nature of the thing, and the nature of 
Juſtice, certainly inform you it muſt be ſo. 
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1 O turn not our complaints to God againſt you! 
N turn us not from beſeeching you to be reconciled 
| to God, to tell him you Will not be reconciled ; 
force us not to ſay, that we earneftly invited you 
| to the heavenly feaſt, and you would not come : 
5 force us not to bear this witnefs againſt you, 
Lord, we could have borne all our labour and 
ſufferings for them much eaſier, if they would but 
have yielded to thy grace. 'But it was they them- 
ſelves that broke our hearts, that loſt our labour, 
that made us to preach andentreat in vain ; it was 
eaſier to preach without maintenance than without 
ſucceſs, It was they that were worſe to us than [4 
all the perſecutors in the world. How oft would Wy 
we have gathercd them, but they would not, but are | 
ungathered ſtill?” How many holy, faithful Mi- 
niſters have I known, theſe eleven years laſt paſt, 
who have lived in pining poverty and want, and 
| bardly by charity got bread and clothing, and yet if 
they could but have truly ſaid, Lord, the fermons 
which I preach privately, and in danger, have won many 
fouls to thee, it would have made their burden eaſy, 
But I tell the ſenſeleſs and impenitent finner, thou 
that deniedſt God in thy heart, and that deniedſt 
them thy converſion, which was the end of all 
their labours, haſt dealt much more cruelly with 
them than they that denied the Levites bread. 
Poor ſinners! I know that Iam ſpeakingall this. 
to thoſe that are dead in fu, but tis a death conſiſting 
with a natural life, whih hath a 1 F bi- 
ritual life ; or elſe ] would no more ſpeak to you 
than to a ſtone. And I know that you are blind to 
fin ; but 'tis a Mindneſs conſiſting with a reaſonable 


faculty, which is capable of fpiritual illumination: 


mz 
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or elſe I would no more perſuade you than 1 do a 7 


1 

{ beaſt, And I know that you are in the fetters of 
| 1 your own lufts; your wills, your love, your hearts are 
; j t arned away from God, and ſtrongly bewitched with 
the dreams and dalliances with the fleſh and world : 


but your wills are not forced to this captivity. 
Fb Surely theſe wills may be changed by God's . 5 
| EE. when 
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when you clearly ſee ſufficient reaſon to change 
them; elſe I would as ſoon preach (were I capable) 
to devils and damned fouls, Your caſe is not yet 
deſperate; O make it not deſperate.” There is juſt 
the ſame hope of your ſalvation as there 1s of your 
converfion and perſeverance, and no more. Without it 
there is no hope. And with it you are ſafe, and 
have no cauſe to doubt and fear, Heaven may yet 
be yours, if you will, Nothing but your own wills, 
refuſing Chriſt and a holy life, can keep you out. 
And ſhalt thou do it ? Shall kell be your own choice? 
And will you ſay, you will not be ſaved ? 
O think better what you do! God's terms are 
reaſonable, his words and'ways are good and equal, 
Chriſt's yoke ts eaſy, and his burden light, and his 
commands are not grievous to any, but ſo far as 
blindneſs and. a bad and backward heart makes 
them ſo. You have no true reaſon to be unwilling : 
God and Conſcience ſhall one day tell you and all 
the world, that you have no reaſon for it. You may 
as Wiſely pretend reaſon to cut your throats, to 
torment yourſelves, as plead reaſon againſt a true 
converf.on unto God, Were I perſuading you not to 
kill yourſelves, I would make no queſtion but you 
would be perſuaded ; and yet muſt I be hopeleſs, 
when I perſuade you from everlaſting miſery, and 
not to prefer the world and fleſh before your Saviour, 
and your God, and before a ſure everlaſting joy? 
God forbid ! 5 | 
Reader, I take it for a great mercy of God, that 
before my head lies down in the duſt, and I goto 
give up my account unto my Judge, I havethis op- 
portunity once more earneſtly to beſpeak thee for 
thy own ſalvation. I beg it of thee, as one that 
muſt ſhortly be called away and {peak to thee no 
more till we come unto our endleſs ſtate, that thou 
wouldeſt but ſometimes retire into thyſelf, and uſe - 
the reaſon of a man, and look before thee whither 
thou art going, and look behind thee how thou haſt 
lived, and what thou haſt, been doing in the world 
till now; and look within thee, what a caſe thy ſoul 
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is in, and whether it be fit to enter upon eternity; 
| and look above thee, What a heaven of glory thou 
doſt negle&, and conſider thou haſt God to be 
if thine everlaſting Friend or Enemy, as thou chuſeſt, 
10 and as thou liveſt, and thou art always in his 


[| fight ; yea, and look below thee, and think where 
0 they are that died unconverted. And when thou 
1B haſt ſoberly thought of all theſe things, then do 


| as God and true Reaſon ſhall direct thee. And is 
„ this an unreaſonable requeſt? I appeal to God, 

4 and to all wiſe men, and to thy own conſcience, 
. when it ſhall be awakened, if I ſpeak againſt thee, 
} or if all this be not for thy good or if it be not 
true and ſure, then regard not what I ſay: if I ſpeak 
| not that meſſage which God hath commanded his 
15 minillers to ſpeak, then let it be refuſed as con- 
temptuouſly as thou wilt. But if 1 do but in 
Chriſt's name and ſtead beſeech thee to be recon- 


And if God's beſeeching thee ſhall not prevail 
againſt thy ſloth, luſt, thy appetite, againſt the 
deſires of the fleſh, againſt the duſt and ſhadows of 
the world, remember it when with fruitleſs cries 

and horror thou art beſeeching him too late. 
I know, poor ſinner, that fleſh is brutiſh, and 
Juſt and appetite have no reaſon: but I know thou 
haſt reaſon thyſelf, which was given thee to over- 
11 rule them, and that he that will not be a man can- 
[/ not be a ſaint, nor a happy man. I know thou liveſt 
in a tempting and wicked world, where things and 
perſons will be daily hindering thee ; but I know 
that this is no more to a man that by faith ſees 
heaven and hell before him, than à grain of ſand is 
to a kingdom, or a blaſt of wind to one that is 
flying for his life, O man! that thou didſt but 
know the difference between that which the 
devil and fin will give thee, if thou wilt ſell 
thy ſoul and heaven, and that which God hath 
3 and ſworn to give thee, if thou wilt 
eartily give * thyſelf to him! I know thou 
mayeſt poſſibly fall into company, (at leaſt among 
| ilome 
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Unconverted Reader. 13 


ſome ſots and drunkards) that will tell thee, Al} 
this ts but troubleſome preciſeneſs, and making more 
ado than needs ; but I know withal what that man 
deſerveth who will believe a fool before his Maker; 
(for he can be no better than a miſerable fool, 
that will contradi& and revile the word of God, 
even the word of grace that would ſave men's 
fouls.) © 3 | | 

And, alas, it is poſſible thou mayeſtihear ſome of 
the tribe of Levi (or rather of Cain) deriding this 


ſerious godlineſs, as mere hypocriſy, and fanaticiſm, 


and felf-conceitedneſs ; as if you mult be no better 
than the devil's flaves, left you be proud in think- 
ing that you are better thanthey; that 1s, you mult 
go with them to hell, leſt in heaven ye be proud. 
hypocrites, for thinking yourſelves happier than" 
they. | | 2 

It may be they will tell you, that this talk of 
Converſuon is fitter for pagans and inſidels to hear, 
than * and Proteſtants, becauſe ſuch 
men's big look or coat may make the poiſon be the 
ealier taken down: I will intreat thee but (as be- 
fore Gody to anſwer the following queſtions, or 


to get them anſwered, and then judge whether it 


be they or we that would deceive thee: and whether 
as men ule to talk againſt learning that have none 
themſelves, ſo ſuch men prate againſt converſion 


and the Spirit of God, becauſe they have no ſuch 


thing themſelves. 


Q. 1. I pray aſk them, whether it be a Puritan 


or Fanatic opinion that men muſt die? And, what 


all the pomp, wealth, and pleaſure of the world 


will ſignify to adeparting ſoul? Aſk them, whether 


they will live on earth for ever, and their merry 
hours and IG looks will have no end? And 
whether it be but the conceit of hypocrites and 


4 ſchiſmalics, that their carcaſs muſt be rotting in a 


aarkfome grave? 
: ”, B Q. 2g 
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. 2, Aſk them, whether men have not an in- 
mortal foul, and a longer life to live when this is 


ended? Luke xii. 4, 6. 
Q. 3. Aſk them, whether reaſon requires not 
every man tothink more ſeriouſly of the place, or 


Kate where he mult be for ever, than of that wheie 


he mult be for a little while, and from whence he 
1s poſting day and night? And whether it be not 


wiſer to lay up our treaſure where we muſt ſtay, 


than where we muſt not ſtay, but daily look to be 


called away, and never more to be ſeen on earth? 
Q. 4. Aſk them, whether God ſhould not be 
loved with all your heart, and ſoul, and might? 
Matt. xxii. 37. and, Whether it be not the mark 
of an ungodly miſcreant, to be a lover of pleaſure 
more than God, 2 Tim, iii. 4. and a lover of this 
world above im? 1 John ii, 15, and, whether we 
mult not ſeek r God's kingdom and his righteouſneſs, 
Matt. vi. 33. and labour moſt for the meat whith never 
perifheth, John vi. 27. and ftriveto enter in at the ſtrait 


gate, Luke xiii. 24. and give all diligence to make our 


calling and election ſure, 2 Pet. i. 10? 

O. 5. Aſk them, whether without hol ineſs any 
ſhall ſee God? Heb. xii. 14. Matt. v. 8. Titus ii. 14. 
and, whether the carnal mind is not enmity to God, 
and to be carnally minded is not death, and to be ſpi- 


ritually minded is not life and peace? and whether if 


you live after the fleſh, you ſhall not die and be con- 


demned; and whether they ſhall not live and be 


ſaved that walk after the Spirit ? and, whether any 


man be Chriſt's that hath not the Spirit? Rom. 


viii. 1 to 10. 


Q. 6. Aſk them, whether any man hath treaſure 


in heaven, whole heart is not there? Matt. vi. 21. 
And whether this be not the difference between 
the wicked and the godly, that the firſt make their 
bellies their God, and mind earthly things, and are 
enemies to the crofs of Chriſt, (though perhaps not in 
name) and the latter have therr e in heaven, 
and being riſen with Chriſt, do ſet their affeftions on 

5 things 
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Unconverted Reader. 46 


things above, and not on things that are on the earth, to 
which they. are as dead, and their life is hid (or out 
of ſight) with Chriſt in God, till Chriſt ſhall appear, 
and then they ſhall appear (even openly to all the 
world) with him in glory ? Phil, iii. 18, 19, 20. 
lin, fs doc. * ; | 
2. 7. Aſk them, whether it be credible or 
ſuitable to God's word or working, that he that 
will not give the fruits of the earth without their 
labour, nor feed and cloath them without them- 
ſelves, will yet bring them to heaven without any 
care, deſire, or labour of their own, when he hath 
bid them not care for the'one, and called for the 
reateſt diligence in the other? Matt. vi. 31, &c. 
ea, alk them, whether theſe be not the two firſt 
articles in all faith and religion, 1. That God ts, 


2. That he is the rewarder of all them that diligently 


feek hams 


Q. 8, Aſk them, yea, aſk your eyes, your ears, 


your daily experience in the world, whether all or 
moſt that call themſelves chriſtians, do in good ear- 
neſt thus live to God in the Spirit, and mortify the 
fleſh, with its affections and luſts, and ſeek firſt God's 


kingdom and righteouſneſs, love him above all, and 


lay up treaſure and heart in heaven; or rather, 


whether moſt be not lovers of the world, and lovers 
of pleaſure, more than God, and live not after the 


fleſh, and mind not moſt the things of the fleſh? I 


mention not now the drunkards, the fleſh-pleaſing 
gentlemen, that live in pride, fulneſs, and idleneſs, 


and,{port and play away their precious time, nor 
the filthy fornicator, nor the mercileſs oppreſſor, 
nor the malignant hater of a godly life, nor the 


perjured betrayers of men's ſouls and the goſpel, 
or of their country's good, nor ſuch other men of 


ſeared conſciences, whoſe miſery none queſtions, 
but ſuch az are blind and miſerable; it is not thoſe 
only I am ſpeaking of, but the common, worldly, 


7 Afleſhly, and ungodly ones. 
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2. 9. Aſk them, whether the name of a chri/tian 
will ſave any of theſe ungodly ones? And whether 
God will like men the better for lying and calling 


themſelves chriſtians, when indeed they are none? 


And, whether they dare preach to the people, 
that a chriſtian-drunkard, or chriſtian-fornicator, 
or oppreſſor, or a chriſtian-worldling, needeth no 
conver ion? 

Q. 10. Aſk them, whether they ſay not them- 
ſelves that hypocriſy is a great aggravation to all 
other ſin? And whether God hath not made the 
hypocrites and unbelievers to be ſtandards in hell ?P 
Matt. xxiv.z51. And, whether ſeeking to abuſe God 
by a mock religion doth make ſuch falſe chriſtians 
better than the poor hkeathens and infidels, or much 
worſe? And, whether he be not a hypocrite, that 
profeſſeth to be a chriſtian and a ſervant of God, 
when he is none, nor will be? And, whether he 
that knoweth his maſter's will, and doth it not, ſhall 
not have the ſoreſt ſtripes or puniſhment ? Luke 
X11. 4 | | 


7 : 
Q. 11. Aſk them, whether in their baptiſm 


{which is their chriſtening as a covenant) they did 


not renounce the fleſh, the world, and the devil, 
and vow and deliver up themſelves to God their 
Father, their Saviour, and their Sanctifier? And, 
whether all or moſt men perform this vow? And 
whether a perjured covenant-breaker againſt God, 
is fitter for ſalvation than one that never was 
baptized? 2 1 
2. 12. Aſk them, whether the holy Natute ef 
God be not ſo contrary to ſin, as that it is blaf- 
phemy to ſay that he will bring to heaven, and 


Into the boſom of his eternal delights, an unholy 


and unrenewed ſoul ? 2 Peter i. 15, 16. 

. 13. Aſk them, why it was that Chriſt came into 
the world, whether it was not to ſave his people 
from their ſins, (Matt. i. 21.) and to deſtroy the 
works of the devil, (1 John iii. 8.) and to purify to 
himſelf a peculiar people, zcalous of good works, (Titus 

| IE 11. 14. 


Unconverted Reader, 17 
ii. 14.) and to bring home ſtrayi':, ſouls to God, 


(Luke xv.) and to be the way to tie Father? John 
xiv. 6. And whether Crit will fave that ſoul 


that is not converted by him, and cleanſed from his 


fins? Or whether it be the dead image only of a 


I crucified Jeſus that is all their Samour, while they 
will have no more of him P : 


"I 
IL 

{ 
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Q. 14. Aſk them why they believe, and were 


: | baptized in the Holy Ghoſt? And, whether a man 


can enter into the kingdom of heaven that is not 


- 


born of the Spirit as well as of water? John iii. 3. 


6, 7, and that is not converted, and begins not the 
world as it were ane w, in a teachable, and traftable, 
newne /s of life like a little child? Matt. xviii. 3. And 


whether it be not a certain truth, that f any man 


4 have not the Spirit of God, he is none of his, Rom. 


viii. 9. 
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* They were the maſters of the Jewiſi church, the 


1 q 


of 


4 of the ſaints, while they killed and periecuted 
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Q. 15. Aſk them why Chriſt gave the world ſo 
many warnings of the damnableneſs of the Pha- 
riſes! hypocriſy, if hypocritical, chriſtians may 
And what were theſe Phariſees ? 


Rabbies, that muſt have high places, high tythes, 
ceremonies, and formal garments, aud muſt be re- 
verericed of all: that gave God lip-ſervice without 
the heart, and made void his commands, and wor- 
ſhipped him in vain, teaching for doctrine the com- 
mandments of men, and ſtrictly tythed mint and cum- 
min, While love, mer cy, and juſtice were paſſed by; 
who worſhipped God with abundance of ceremo- 
nies, and built the tombs and garnijked the ſepulchires 


thoſe that did imitate them, and hated the living 
Saints, but honoured, the dead: they were the 
bittereſt enemies and murderers of Chriit, on 


pretence that he was a blaſphemer, and a ſeditious 


1 

47 * 
2.380 
* 9 


enemy to Caeſar and the common peace, and one that 


{poke againſt the temple: they were the greateſt. 
enemies of the Apoſtles, and lilencers of thoſe that- 
preached Chriſt's goſpel, and perſecuted them that 

B 3 called 


1 

3 

| k 
| 
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nn tal called upon his name. And had theſe no need of 


Converſion, becauſe they could ſay, God is our Father, 
| (when the devil was their father, John viii. 44.) 
and that they were Abraham's ſeed? And are not 
hypocritical chriſtians, drunken chriftians, fornicating 
chriſttans, carnal, worldly, inſidel chriſtians, (the con- 


rr 
{eng 


named, hypocritical chriſtians, as bad, yea, worſe, 


Q. 17. What is the difference between the 
church and the world? Is not the church a holy 


11 as they abuſe a more excellent profeſſion ? Matt. 

100 xv. 7, 8, &c. e 
05 J Q. 16. Doth not the Holy State of heaven re- 
f FP q quire holineſs in all that ſhall poſfeſs it 7 Can an 
fe I ay unholy ſoul there ſee, and love, and praiſe, and de- 
vi 1 light in God for ever, and in the holy ſociety and 
. employment of the ſaints? Is he not more like a 
WAY Mahometan than a Chriſtian, that looketh for a 

| | if | ſenſual and unholy heaven ? ; 
LOR: 
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it fible is only thoſe that in baptiſm vow holineſs, 
1 and profeſs it. Look theſe hypocrites in the face, 
. 3 and fee whether they do not bluſh when they re- 
104 | peat in the creed, I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, I be- 
"1s lieve in the Holy Catholic Church, and the communion 
0 J of Saints, who ſhall have the forgiveneſs of fins, 
149 and life everlaſting. Aſk them, whether they mean 
lh holy adulterers, holy worldlings, holy perjured 
5 perſons? Aſk them whether they mean a commu- 
1 nion of ſaints in a tavern, in a play · houſe, in a Fame 


ing-houſe, in a whore-houfe, or a jeſting, canting, 
ſtage-play communion ? If the church be holy, be 
hol. 

munion of ſaints, make it not a communion of 
wine; and make not ſaints and their communion 
ſeem odious, either for their infirmities, or their 
croſſneſs, to your carnal intereſts or conceits. 

2. 28. Aſk them, whether there be a heaven 
and a hell, or not? If not, why are they pretended 
chriſtians? If there be, will God ſend one man to 

3 heaven, 
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tradiction is your own) erſecuting chriſtians, falſe- 


ſociety of regenerate ſouls? Yea, the church vi- 


y, if you will be of the church: if it be a com- 
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Unconverted Reader. 19 


heaven, and another to hell, to ſo vaſt, ſo amazing 
a difference of ſtates, if there be no great difference 
between them here? If holineſs no more differ- 


'Z enced chriſtians from others, than ſaying a ſermon, 
or ſaying over a prayer, doth difference one from 


an infidel, where were the juſtice'of God in ſaving 
ſome, and damning others? And what were chrit- 


* tianity better than the religion of Antonine, Plato, 


Socrates, Seneca, Cicero, Plutarch, and others, if not 
much worſe? Go into London; ſtreets, and when 
you have talked with living prudent men, then go 


to the painter's ſhop, and lee a comely picture : and 
to the looking-glaſs, and ſee the appearance of each 


paſſenger in a glaſs; and to the perriwig-ſhops, 
and ſee a wooden head with a perriwig upon the 
block, and you have ſomething like the difference 


of a holy ſoul, and of a dead and dreſſed formal 
| hypocrite. | 


Q. 19. Aſk them, whether kings, and all men 
make not a difference between man and man: the 


loyal and perfidious, the obedient and diſobedient? 
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and, whether they difference not themſelves be- 
tween a friend and a foe, one that loveth them, and 
one that robbeth, hateth, or would kill them? And 


mall not the moſt Holy God make more difference 


between the righteous and the wicked ? 

Q. 20. But if they are dead in every point, ſave 
carnal intereſt, aſł them why they are preachers or 
prieſts? And if Converſion and Holineſs be a 


FF needleſs thing, what uſe are they themſelves of P 


And why muſt the country be troubled with 
them, and pay them tythes, and owe them reve- 


tf rence? When theſe twenty queſtions are well 
anſwered, 
converſion. | 


conclude you may be ſaved without 


But if, poor ſoul, thou art fully convinced, and 


aſketh, What hall I do to be converted? The Lord 
make thee willing, and fave thee from hypocriſy, - 
and I will quickly tell thee in a few words, 


1. Cive 
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1. Give not over ſober thinking of theſe things, 


till thy heart be changed, | 

2. Come to Chriſt, and take him for thy Savi- 
our, thy teacher, thy King, and he will pardon 
all that is paſt, and ſave thee, 

g. Believe God's love, the pardon of fin, and 
the everlaſting joys of. heaven, that thou mayelt 
feel that all the pleaſure of the world and fleſh are 
dung in. compariſon of the. heavenly delight of 
faith, and hope, and holy love, and peace of con- 
fcience, aad fincere obedience, | 


4. Sin no more wilfully, but forbear that which 


thou mayeſt forbear, Iſaiah lv. 7, 

5. Away from temptations, occaſions of ſin, and 
evil company, and be a companion of the humble, 
heavenly, and fincere, Pſalm cxix. 6g. 115. | 

6. Wait on God's Spirit in the diligent and con- 
ſtant uſe of his own means: read, hear, meditate, 
pray ; pray hard for that grace that muſt convert 


thee : wait thus, and thou ſhalt not wait in Vain, 


Pſalm xx xvii, 34. and Ixix. 6, 


% 


“ Pity, O Lord, and perſuade theſe ſouls let 


not Chriſt's blood, his doctrine, his example, his 


Spirit be loſt upon them, and they loſt for ever. 
Let not heaven be as no heaven to them, while 
they dream and doat on the ſhadows of this world. 


And, O ſave this land from a greater deſtruction, 


than all our late plagues, and flames, and diviſions, 
which our ſins and thy threatenings make us fear, 
O Lord, in thee have we truſted, let us never be 
confounded,” | 

Having thus contributed my endeavours in this 


preface to the furtherance of the deſign of this ex- 


cellent book, I muſt tell thee, reader, that J take it for 
an honour to commendA4o maſculine a birth into the 


world: the midwife of Alexander or Ariſtotle need 


not to be aſhamed of her office. Who the author 
of this treatiſe was, how he preached, how he lived, 
how he ſuffered, and for what) and how he died, 
his life and letters lately printed, fully tell you : 

and 
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Unconverted Reader. 21 


and I earneſtly commend the reading of them to 
all, but eſpecially to miniſters; not to tell them 
What men have here been forbidden to preach 
Chriſt's goſpel, and for what; nor what men they 


are that ſo many years have done it, but to tell 


vou what men Chriſt's Miniſters ſhould be. But 
# fay not, he killed himſelf with exceſſive labour, there- 
ore I will take warning and take my eaſe. For 1. He 


lived in perfect health all his days, notwithſtanding 


all his labours, till after his hard and long impri- 


ſonment. 2. It was not the greateſt labour of his 


times of liberty that hurt him, but his preaching 


| fix, ſeven or eight times in a week, after he was 
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X filenced, becauſe he could not ſpeak to all his 
3 at once. O make not an ill uſe of ſo excel- 
ent an 3 ſay not, like Judas, What needs 


this waſte? His labour, his life, his ſufferings, his 
death, were not in vain. The ages to come, that 
read his life, and read his little popular treatiſe, 
and his Call to Arichippus, ſhall ſay they were not 


in vain, And tho? he was cut off in the midſt of 
his age, and his longer labours and more elaborate 
| writings thus prevented, take thankfully this mall, 
but methodical, warm, and ſerious Traflate : read it 
ſeriouſly, and it cannot be but that it muſt do thee 


ood. 
I am one that have looked into Bools, Sciences, and 


| Speculations of many ſorts, and {eriouſly tell thee, 
as a dying man, that afterall my ſearches and expe- 


rience, I have found that philoſophical enquiries 
into the divine artifices and nature of things, have 
among a great number of uncertainties, a great 


many pretty pleaſant probabilities which a holy ſoul 


can make good ule of in admiring God, and may 
find us a lawful kind of ſport; but in the mora- 
lities, which Atheiſts count uncertainties, the. 
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knowledge of God, and our duty and our hopes, 


\ 


A 
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the doctrine and practice of holineſs, temperance, 
charity, and juſtice, and the diligent ſeeking and 
Poyful hopes of life everlaſting, is all the true 
| OT | wildom, 
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| . wiſdom, goodneſs, reſt, and comfort of a foul, 

1 Whatever be the plea, this is the ſandifying- cer- 

| tainty, the bufineſs, and the beautiful improvement 
of our lives, 


RICHARD BAXTER, 


f | READ ER, 


15 66. OW well were it, if there were no more 
i unconverted ones among us, than thoſe to 


whom this is directed]! Unconverted perſons, how. 
many are there ! but how few unconverted Read- 
ers, eſpecially of ſuch books as this before thee! A 
0 Play or a Romance better ſuits the luſts, and there- 
Þ fore muſt have more of the eye of ſuch; what will 
0 Cheriſh the evil heart only is moſt grateful, not 
[ What will change it. How many are there to whom 
. this is directed, Who will not know that they are the 
KF men! and how little hope is there that this excel- 
[+ lent treatiſe ſhould reach its end with thoſe that ape 
|! prehend themſelves not concerned in it! Art thou 
F not one of them? Art thou a convert, or art thou 
. et in thy ſins? What is ſin? What is converſion P 
14 t may be thou canſt tell me neither, and yet thou 
Fa ſayeſt a convert thou art: But to what purpoſe is it 
[4 then like to be, for the fervants of God to treat 
N with thee about this matter? Let them bid thee be- 
lieve, Thou art a believer already: let them bid 
P thee repent and turn to the Lord, that work (thou 
| ſayeſt] is not to do now. What can there be ſaid 
to this man that's like to bring him to good ? 
1 Friend, know thyſelf better, or thou periſheſt with- 
[ out remedy, Thou mayeſt pray, but what hope 
4 is there in thy praying? Thou mayeſt read, but 
1 what hope is there in thy reading? Yet read on, 
| this little hope there 1s, in this book there's eye- 
falve that may heal thee of thy blindneſs, In this 
book there is a glaſs that will ſhew thee thy _ 
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ul. Doſt thou know thy own face when thou ſeeſt it ? 
er- # Behold thy very image in thoſe marks that are given 
nt of an unconverted perſon; read and confider them, 
and then ſay if thou be not the man. | 

& Be willing to know thylelf, and to know the 
R. # worſt of thy caſe: wink not at the light: hide not 
* thyſelf from thine own foul. Wilt thou never 
2% know thy diſeaſe till it be paſt remedy ? 
Much of our hardeſt work would be over, if 
vVe could ſee the ſinners to whom we are ſent to be 
convinced ſinners. If we could but open the blind 
re eyes, there were hopes we ſhould ſhortly raiſe the 
to dead. 


WW. I Sinner, of a truth thou art in an evil caſe, whe- 
d- ther thou know it or not; thou art among the dead, 


A and there is but one ſtep betwixt thee and hell, 
Thou wilt not believe it tho! it be told thee; yet 
once again let me beſeech thee, come to the glaſs 
that is here preſented to thee, and narrowly obſerve 
whether the very marks of the dead be not found 
upon thee, . , | 
1 « If there be miſcarriages in this firſt work, if 
thou wilt not underſtand thy miſery and thy dan- 
er, there's an end of all hope concerning thee, 
3 Whilit ſelf-ignorance abides upon thee, all the 
# counſels that are neceſſary to a man in thy caſe will 
do thee no good; they are never like to proſper 
with thee, becauſe thou wilt not count them proper 
for thee: who will be perſuaded to do that which 
he believes is already done? Who will take the 
X counſel of the phyſician, that doth not think him- 
ſelf fick? The man of God may ſpare his pains of 
4 perſuading thee to converſion, whilſt thou art con- 
fident thou art converted already. Who will be 
at the pains of repentance, that concludes he hath 
repented? Who will be at the labour and pangs 
of the new-birth, that is confident he is already 
HPuaſſed from death unto life? * 18 
But, Friend, let me a little reaſon with thee: 
Thou art confident it is well with thee, yet why 
| | wilt 
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wilt thou not yield to thus much at leaſt, to put it 9 
to the queſtion, Am I not miſtaken ? Thou art worſe 
than mad, it thou thinkeſt ſuch a queſtion may not i 


be put. Doſt thou not know that the heart is falſe 


and deceitful? Yet becauſe it ſpeaks good con- 3 


cerning thee, mult it not be queſtioned whether it 
ſpeaks true or no? Be ſo wile as to conclude, { may 
be miſtaken 5 and thus come to the trial whether 
thou art miſtaken or not. | 
« And if upon trial by the marks that are be- 
fore thee, thou come to be undeceived, and ſee thy- 
felf wrapped up in that miſery which hitherto 
thou wouldſt not ſuſpect, the next news I expect 
to hear from thee is, What ſhall J do to be ſaved ? 
O were it come to that once! then thou haſt an 
anſwer at hand in thofe means thou wilt find pre- 
ſcribed thee: and becauſe they are ſuch as thou 
wilt hardly be perſuaded to uſe, take in the motives 
that follow, and they will help down the means : 
conſider both the one and the other, and if thou 
doſt not find the means proper, and the motives 
weighty, I think 1 ſhall do thee no wrong if I tell 
os thou art {till of a blind mind, and an harder 
cart. * 
„ Friend, the matter which this little book 
comes to treat with thee about, is of the higheit 


importance, tis a matter of life or death. If thou 


fay'it The terms 1255 which life is offer'd are hard, 
conſider, is it not harder to die? He is worthy to 
die who will loſe his ſoul to fave his labour. If 
thou couldſt ttep down into the deep, and take a 
turn or two With thoſe damn'd ſouls who are 
drench'd with fire and brimſtone, and bound in 
everlaſting chains of vengeance, and ſhouldſt aſk 


them, Now what do you think of the terms upon 


which life was offered? Now what think you of 
that Repentance, of that Obedience, of that Cir- 
cumfpettion, Self-denial, and the greateſt Severity 
which by the Goſpel were impoſed upon you? If 
You might once again have the lame terms granted 

you 
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* you for your Redemption from this place of tor- 


ment, would you yet ſay, Hard terms / let me ra- 
ther die this death for ever, than live ſuch alife ! 


let me broil in this furnace, rather than eſcape 
with ſuch difficulty? Shouldſt thou aſk them thus 
that have felt what 'tis to be damned, what anſwer 
doſt thou think they would make? O Friend! 
never again groan under the difficulties of converſion, 
till thou believe them to be worſe than hell. But I will 
no farther anticipate my worthy Author, | 


4 Nor is there much need I ſhould commend 


1 either himſelf or his works, for the Author him- 
ſelf thou mayeſt at a ſmall charge get acquainted 


with, in that hiſtory of his life and death which 
is extant, concerning which I ſhall only ſay, 


Sic miki contingat vivere, ficque mori. 
& And for this work of his, what commendation 


I ſhall give of it will be neededno longer than till 
thou haſt read it over: thou wilt find ſuch wine 


in it as needs no buſh. This only I ſhall ſay, as 


far as my credit will go, it is exceedingly well 


1 worth thy moſt ſerious peruſal: O mayeſt thou 
hear that voice (ſuch a voice from heaven there is, 


whether thou hear it or no) Tolle & Lege, take uf 


and read. Read, Friend, and read over again, 


read and underſtand, underſtand and pray, pray 
and conſider, and conſent unto him, who by tbe 
en of Ins ſervant calls to thee' from heaven, 


2 wilt thou die, Turn and live. O ſuffer this 


word of inſtruction and exhortation to open th 


blind eyes, to turn thee from darkneſs to light,” from 
te power of Satan unto God, that thou mayeſt re- 
X ceive forgivenels of fins, | 

among them that are ſanctified, Et cum talis fueris, 
1 1 met, When it is thus with thee, then pray 
for en 2 


and an mheritance 


The Friend and Servant of thy Soul, 
RICHARD ALLEINE,” 
C AN 
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To Turn t GOD, 3 


In order to their ETExnAL SALVATION, 


EARLY beloved and longed for, I gladly 
acknowledge myſelfa debtor to you all, and 
am concerned, as I would be found a good Steward 
to the Houſchold of God, to give to every one 
his portion: but the Phyſician is moſt ſolicitous 
for thoſe patients, whoſe caſe is moſt hazardous; 
and the Father's bowels are eſpecially turned to- 
wards his dying child: the numbers of unconvert- 
ed ſouls call for my moſt earneſt compaſſion: and 


. / oy Era 


therefore to theſe, firſt, 1 ſhall apply myſelf, 
But, Lord, wherewith ſhall I woo them; 
Wherewith ſhall I win them? O that I could 
but tell 7 I would write unto them in tears; I E 
would weep out every argument, verily (were 1 
able) I would: O! how thankful would I be, if 
they would be prevailed with to repent and turn? © 
Go But, x 
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% But, Lord, how inſufficient am I for this work! 


Lord, what a taſk haſt thou ſent me to do ! Alas, 
© wherewith ſhall I make the heart to feel that is 
hard as a piece of the nether millftone ! ShalllI go 
and lay my mouth to the grave, and look when 
the dead will obey me and come forth? Shall L 
give the blind to ſee ? From the beginning of the 
world was it ever heard that a man opened the 
eyes of the blind? But thou, O Lord, canſt pierce 
the ſcales and prick the heart of the ſinner: I can 
but draw the bow at a venture, but do thou dire 


the arrow between the joints of the harnels, kill 
the ſin, and ſave the ſoul of a ſinner that caſts his 


eyes on theſe labours,” 


But ſome of you do not know what is meant b 


Converſion, and therefore for your ſakes I ſhall ſhew 


what Conver fron ig. Others cherith ſecret hopes of 
mercy, tho' they continue as they are; and for 


them I muſt ſhew the neceffity of Con verſton. Others 


harden themſelves with a vain conceit that they 


are converted already; unto them I muſt ſhew the 


marks of the Unconverted. Others, becauſe they 


feel no harm, fear none, and ſo ſleep upon the top 


of the maſt ; to them I ſhall ſhew the Miſery of 
the Unconverted. Others it ſtill, becauſe they ſee 
not their way out; to them I ſhall ſhew the 
Means of Converſion. And finally, for the quick- 
ening of all, I ſhall cloſe with the Motives to 
Converſion. Pe l 


. 
Shewing what ConvsRsS1ON ts not. 


13 the blind Samaritans worſhip they know 
not what, John iv. 22, Let the heathen 


TY God, 


Athenians ſu perſcribe their Altar Unto the Unknown 
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God, Acts xvii. 23. They that know man's con- 
ſtitution, cannot but know that the Underſtanding 
having the empire in the ſoul, he that will go ra- 
tionally to work, mult labour to let in the light 
Here, Therefore, that you may not miſtake me, 
I ſhall ſnew you what I mean by the Converfion 
I perſuade you to endeavour after. 

The devil hath made many counterfeits of Con- 
verfion, and cheats one with this, and another 
with that; and ſuch craft and artifice he hath, 
that (if it were poſſible) he would deceive the 
very Ele&. Now, that I may cure the damnable 
miſtakes of ſome who think they are converted 
when they are not, I ſhall ſhew you the nature of 
Converſion, both what it is not, and what it is. 

1. It ts not the taking upon us the Profeſhon of 
Chriſtianity, Doubtleſs Chriftianity is more than 
a name, If we will hear Paul, it lies not in word 
but in power, 1 Cor. iv. 20. If to ceaſe to be 
Jews and Pagans, and to put on the Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion, had been true Converſion, who better 
Chriſtians than they of Sardis and Laodicea? Theſe 
were all Chriſtians by profeſſion, and had a name 
to live, but becauſe they had but a name, are 
condemned by Chriſt. Are there not many that 
mention the name of the Lord Jeſus, that yet de- 
part not from iniquity ? And will God receive 
theſe for true converts? What! Converts from 
ſin, when yet they live in fin! We find not only 


Profeſſors, but Preachers of Chriſt, and Wonder- 


workers, turned off becauſe Evil-workers, Matt. 
vii. 22, 23, | | 

2. It is not the being waſhed in the Laver of Rege- 
neration, or putting on the badgeof Chriſt in bap- 
tiſm. Many wear the livery of Chriſt, that yet 
never ſtand to their colours, nor follow their 
Leader. Ananias, and Sapphira, were baptized as 
well as the reſt, How fondly do many-miſtake 
here, deceiving and being deceived ! dreaming 
that grace is neceſſarily tied to the external ad- 
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3 | miniſtration of baptiſm, and ſo every infant ſhall 


be regenerated, not only ſacramentally, but really 
and properly. Hence men fancy, that, being re- 
generated already when baptized, they need no 


6 fa rther work. 


Friends and Brethren, be not deceived, God is not 
2 mocked, Gal, vi. 7. Whether it be your baptiſm, 
| 3 or whatever elſe that you pretend, I tell you from 


the living God, that if any of you be prayerleſs 


7 perſons, or unclean, or ma ictous, or covetous, or 


7 riotous, or a ſcoffer, or a lover of evil company: 
in a word, if you are not holy, ſtrict, and ſelf- de- 
nying Chriſtians, you cannot be ſaved, 

| 9. It lies not in a moral righteouſneſs, This ex- 
ceeds not the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, and therefore cannot bring us to the king- 
dom of God. St. Paul, while unconverted, touch- 
ing the righteouſneſs which is in the law was 
XX blameleſs. The Phariſee could ſay, I am no Extor- 
8 toner, Adulterer, Unjuſt. Thou muſt have ſomething 
more than all this to ſhew, or elſe, (however thou 
mayeſt juſtify thyſelf) God will condemn thee ; I 
XZ condemn not morality, but warn you not to reſt 
here: Piety includes Morality, as Chriſtianity 
*X doth Humanity; and Grace includes Reaſon ; but 
43 we mult not divide the Tables, 1 
4. It conſiſts not in an external conformity to the 
Rules of Piety. Lis too manifeſt men may have a 
form of Godlineſs, without the power. Men 
may pray long, and faſt often, and hear gladly, 
and be very forward in the fervice of Goa, o“ 
coſtly and expenſive, Iſaiah i. 11, and yet be ſtran - 
gers to Converſion: they muſt have more to plead 
for themſelves, than that they keep their Church, 
give Alms, and make uſe of prayer, to prove them» 
el ves ſound Converts ; no outward Service, but 
Fa Hypocrite may do it, even to the giving all his 

goods to feed the poor, 1 Cor. xiii. 3. 

5. {tes not in the chaining up of Corruption by 
Education, human Laws, or Afiiftions, Tis common 
to miſtake Education for Grace; but if this were 
1 | EY: enough, 
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enough, who a better man than Jehoaſh ? While 
8 his uncle lived, he was very forward in 
od's ſervice, But here was nothing more than 
good cducation ; for when his good Tutor was 
taken out of the way, he appears to have been but 
a wolf chained up, and falls to Idolatry. 
6. It confiſts not in Conviction, in a ſuperficial 
Change or partial Reformation. A Felix may tremble 
under conviction, and a Herodamend many things. 
Tis one thing to have fin alarmed by convictions, 
and another to have it captivated and crucified by 
converting grace, Many, becauſe they have been 
troubled for their ſins, think well of their caſe, 
miſerably miſtaking Conviction for Converſion. 
Others think, that becauſe they have given off 
their riotous courſes, and are broken off from 
evil company, and reduced to ſobriety, they are 
now real Converts, forgetting that there is a yaſt 
difference between being ſanRiked and civilized ; 
and that many ſeek to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, and are not far from it, and arrive to the 
almoſt of Chriſtianity, Acts xxvi. 28, and yet fall 
ſhort at-laſt, While Conſcience holds the whip 
over them, many will pray, hear, read, and for- 
bear their delightful fins ; but no ſooner is the 
Lion aſleep, but they are at their vomit again. 


Who more religious than the Jews, when God's 


hand was upon them? Yet no ſooner was the af- 
fliction over, but they forgot God, and ſhewed 
their religion to be a fit, 

Hear then, O finners, Why would you wilfully 
deceive yourſelves, or build your hopes upon the 
ſand ? I know he ſhall find hard work of it that 
goes to pluck away your hopes, It cannot but be 
ungrateful to you, and truly it 1s not pleaſing to 
me, I ſet about it as a Surgeon, when he is to cut 


off a putrified member from his well-beloved BF 
friend, which of force, he muſt do, tho“ with an 
aching heart and atrembling hand. Butunderſtand #8 
me, brethren, I am only taking down the ruinous 
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houſe (which will otherwiſe ſpecdily fall of itſelf, 
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and bury you in the rubbiſh}. that 1 may build it 
fair, ſtrong, and firm for ever. The hope of the 
wicked ſhall periſh. And hadit not thou better, O 
1nner, let the Word convince thee now in time, 
and let go thy falſe hopes, than have Death to open 
thine eyes, and find | thyſelf in hell before thou 
art aware? Let your conſcience {peak : What is 
it that you have to plead for yourſelves ? Is it that 

ou wear Chriſt's livery ? that you bear his name? 
That you are of the Church? that you have 
knowledge in the poiats of Religion; are civilized, 
perform religious Duties, are juſt in your Deal- 
ings, have been troubled in Conſcience for your 
ſins ? I tell you from the Lord, theſe pleas will 
never be accepted at God's bar ; all this, tho” 

ood in itſelf, will not prove you converted, and 
{o will not ſuffice to your ſalvation, O! bethink 
yourſelves of turning ſpeedily and ſoundly : ſet 
to praying, and to reading and ſtudying your own 
hearts ; reſt not till God hath made thorough 
work with you; for you mult be other men, or 


elſe you are loſt men, 


But if theſe be ſhort of Converſion, what ſhall 
I ſay of the profane ſinner ? he muſt know from 
the Lord that made him, that he is far from the 
kingdom of God. May a man be civilized, and 
not converted ? where then ſhall the drunkard 
and the glutton appear? May a man keep com- 
pany with the wile Virgins, and yet be ſhut out d 
Shall not a companion of fools much more be de. 
ſtroyed ? May a man be true and juſt in his deal- 
ing, and yet not be juſtified of God: what then 
will become of thee, O wretched man, whoſe 
conſcience tells thee thou art falſe in th trade, 


5 and falſe of thy word, and makeſt thy advan. 


tage by a lying tongue? If men may be brought 


to the performance of holy duties, and yet go 
A down to perdition for reſting in them, and ſittin 
3 down on this fide of Converſion, what will be. 


come of you, O miſerable families, that live with 


£d 
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ed ſinners! with whom God is ſcarce in all your 
thoughts; that are ſo ignorant that you cannot, or 
ſo careleſs that you will not pray! O repent and 
be converted; break off your ſins by righteouſ- 
neſs; away to Chriſt for pardoning and renewing 
grace: give up yourſelves to him to walk with 
him in holineſs, or elſe you ſhall never ſee God, 
O that you would take the warning of God! In 
his name I once more admoniſh you: turn you at * 
my reproof. Be ſober, righteous, godly, Waſh 


our hands, you finners, purity your hearts, ye 


double-minded, Ceaſe to do evil, Learn to do = - 
well. But if you will go on, you mult die. | i 
b 
— 1 e p u 
' } 
C HII. t 
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a 
Shewing what Convaagion ts, - 
BY = C 
May not leave you with your eyes half open, as . - 

he that ſaw men as trees walking, The word is ? 

profitable for Doctrine, as well as Reproof. And f - 
therefore having thus far conducted you by the P 
Rocks of ſo many Miſtakes, I would guide you | / 

into the harbour of Truth. 5 
Converſion then is a thorough change both of 5 
the heart and life: I ſhall briefly deſcribe it in . 
its nature and cauſes, | Fr 
1. The Author; 'tis the Spirit of God, and there- 2 
fore 'tis called the fan@rfication of the Spirit ; yet 
not excluding the other perſons in the Trinity: the 
For the Apoltle teacheth us to bleſs the Father of MW be 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for that he hath begotten us us 
again. And Chrilt is ſaid to give repentance are 


unto 1fracl, and the children which God hath Wye 
| given 
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given him. Yet this work is principally aſcribed 
to the Holy Ghoſt, and ſo we are ſaid to be born 
of the Sprrit, John iii. 8. | 

So then 'tis a work above man's power, Never 
think thou canſt convert thylelf ; if ever thou 
wouldſt be converted, thou muſt deſpair of doing 
it in thine own ſtrength, It is a refurrection from 
the dead, a new creation, a ſupernatural work, 
Gal, VL15» 

2. The moving Caufſ? is Internal or External. 

The Internal Mover is only Free Grace, Not by 
Works of Righteouſneſs which we have done, 
but of his own Mercy he ſaved us. 

God finds nothing in a man to turn his heart, 
but enough to provoke his loathing, Look back 
upon thyſelf; look upon thyſelf in thy blood, 
Open thy ſepulchre, Behold thy putrid ſoul, thy 
loathſome members. Behold thy ghaltly viſage, 
thy crawling luſts, thy ſlime and corruption! How: 
then ſhould Holineſs and Purity love thee P Be 
aſtoniſhed, O Heavens, at this! Be moved, O 
Earth. Who but muſt needs cry, Grace! Grace! 
Hear and bluſh, you Children of the moſt High ; 
O you unthankful Generation! One would think 
you ſhould be doing nothing but praiſing and ad- 
miring God, wherever you are, How. can you 
make ſhift to forget ſuch Grace, or to paſs it over 
with a {light mention? How affe&ionately doth 
Peter lift up his hands, Bleſſed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus, who of his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again, 1 Pet. i. g. How feelingly doth 
Paul magnify the free mercy of Gud ! God, who i 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewuh he loved us, 
hath quickened us together with Chriſt ; by Grace ye 
are ſaved, Eph. ii. 4, 5. | 

The external Mover is the Merit and interceſſion of 
the blefſed Feſus, He hath obtained gifts for the re- 
bellious, and thro” him it is that God worketh in 
us what is well-pleaſing in his fight, Thro' him 
are all ſpiritual bleſſings beſtowed upon us in hea- 


venly places, Eph, i, 3. Heintercedeth for them 
that 
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God, that ſhew unto you the way of ſalvation, 
Acts xvi. x7, and do you thus requite them? O 
fooliſh and unwiſe ! O ſons of Ingratitude ! againſt 
v hom do you ſport yourſelves ? Theſe are the in- 
Kruments that God uſes to convert and ſave you, 

The real Inſtrument is the Word, We were bes 3 
gotten by the word of truth: this is that which 
enlightens the eye, which converteth the ſoul, 
Pal. xix. 7, 8, which maketh wiſe to ſalvation, 
2 Tim. iii. 15, This is the incorruptible ſeed, by 3 
which we are born again. If we are waſhed, it is 
by the word, Eph, Vs 26. If We are ſanctified, it j 3 


is thro the truth, John xvii, 17. 
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34 The Nature of Converſion. 1 
1 
that believe not. Every convert is the fruit of his 
travail. O never was an infantjborn into the world 
with that difficulty that Chriſt endured for us! 
How emphatically he groaneth in his travail: All 
the pains that he ſuffered on his croſs, were our 
birth-pains. He ſanQified himſelf (that is, ſet apart 
himſelf as a ſacrifice) that we may be fanctibed, BY 
John xvii. 19. g = 
Tis nothing then but the Merit and Interceſſion 'Y 
of Chriſt, that prevails with God to beſtow onus | 
Grace. If thou art a new creature, thou knoweſt 
to whom thou owelt it, to Chriſt's pangs and 
Prayers, Hence the natural affection ofa Believer | 
to Chriſt. The foal doth no more naturally run 
after the dam, than a Believer to Jeſus Chriſt, y 
3. The Inſtrument is either Perſonal. or Real. 4 
The perſonal is the, Miniſtry, I have begotten 
you in Chrift through the Goſpel, 1 Cor. ive 18. 
Chriſt's Miniſters are they that are ſent to open 
men's eyes, and to turn them to God. = 
O unthankful world, little do ye know what you 
are doing, while you are perſecuting the meſſen- 
gers of ihe Jord. Theſe are they, whoſe buſineſs * 
it 33 under Chriſt) to ſave you. Whom have you 
re proached and blaſphemed ? Againſt whom have 
you exalted your voice, and lifted your eyes on 
high ? Theſe are the ſervants of the moſt high 7 
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's You that have felt its renewing power, be for 
d ever thankful for it; tie it about yournecks, write 

it upon your hand. When you go, let it lead you; 
11 Vhen you ſleep, let it keep you: when you wake, 
ir let it talk with you: ſay with holy David, I will 
t not forget thy precepts, for by them thou haſt quick= 
1, ened me, Pſal. cxix. 93. You that are unconverted, 

read the word with diligence, flock to it where 
n IE powerfully preached, fill the porches as the mul- 
is IF titude of the impotent, blind, halt, withered, wait- 
ing for the moving of the water, John v. g, pray 
\& for the coming of the Spirit in the word; come 


off thy knees to the ſermon. and come to th 
knees from the ſermon : the ſeed doth not proſe 
per, becauſe not watered by prayers, and tears, 
nor covered by meditation. 
4. The final cauſe is Man's Salvation, and God's 
7 Glory. We are choſen thro' ſanctification to ſal- 
en vation, 2 Theſſ. ii. 1g, called, that we might be 
if glorified, but eſpecially that God might be glori 
> i fied ;. that we ſhould fhew forth his praiſe, and bs 
n- Jruitful in good works, Col. i. 10. O Chriſtian ! do 
eſs 1 | not forget the end of thy calling; let thy light 
on ine, Matt, v. 16, let thy lamp burn, let thy fruits 
ve be good, and many, and in ſeaſon, Pſal, i. g, let 
all thy deſigns fall in with God's that he may be 
gh magniſted in thee, ä 
7 5. The ſubject is the Sinner, and that inall his parts 


O and powers, members and mind. | 
nf This change of Converſion paſſes throughout the 
1 whole ſubject. A carnal perſon may have ſome 
ou, ſhreds of good morality, but he is never good 
be. throughout the whole cloth, the whole body of 
ich holineſs: Converſion is no repairing of the old 
dul, building, but it takes all down, and erects a new 
on, ſtructure ; *tis not the putting in a patch, or ſew- 
by ing 2 liſt of holineſs ; but, with the true Convert, 
fn holineſs is woven into all his powers, principles 
1, it and practice. The ſincere chriſtian iS quite a new 


fabric, from the foundation to the top-ſtone all 
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before he was ignorant of: heretofore he ſaw no 


ure, and will ſell all to buy this field. 
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fire-new. He is a new man, a new creature, All 
things are become new. Converſion is a deep 
work, a heart-work ; it turns all upſide down, 


} 


throughout with men, throughout the mind, 
throughout the members, throughout the'motions 
of the whole life. 

1. Throughout the mind. It makes an univerſal 
change within. Firſt, it turns the: balance of the 
judgment, ſo that God and his glory weigh down 
all carnal and worldly intereſt. It opens the eye 
of the mind, and makes the ſcales of its native ig- 
norance to fall off, and turns men from darkneſs 
to light. . The man that before ſaw no danger in 
his condition, now concludes himſelf loſt for ever, 
except renewed by the power of Grace. He that 
formerly thought there was little hurt in fin, now 
comes to ſee it to be the chief of evils ; he ſees i 
the unreaſonableneſs, unrighteouſneſs, and defor- 
mity that is in ſin; ſo that he is affrighted with in, | 
loaths it, flees it, and even abhors himſelf for iti. 
He that could ſee little fin in himſelf, and could. 
find no matter for confeſſion before God, unleſs xt 
it were ſome few groſs evils : now fin reviveth 
within him, he ſees the rotteneſs of his heart, and 
deſperate and deep pollution of his whole nature: 
he cries, “ unclean, unclean ; Lord, purge me 
with hyſop, waſh me thoroughly, create in me a 
new heart.” He ſees himſelf altogether become 
filthy, corrupt, both root and tree; he writes un- 
clean upon all his parts and powers and perform. # 
ances ; he ſees the blaſphemy, and theft, and 
murder, and adultery that is in his heart, which 


form or comelineſs in Chriſt, or beauty, that he 
ſhould defire him; but now he finds the hid trea- 2 


þ Now, according to this new light, the man is of 
another mind, another judgment, than he was: 
now God is all with him, he hath none in heaven, 
nor on earth, like him, Pſal, Ixxili. 25, He pre- 

fers 
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ers him before all the world ; his favour is his 
fe; the light of his countenance is more than 
Poin or wine and oil, the good that formerly he 
Wnquired after, and ſet his heart upon. Now let 
Mi the world be ſet on one fide, and God alone on 
Ine other; let the harlot put on her paint; and 
Preſent herſelf to the ſoul (as when Satan would 
Pave tempted our Saviour with her) in all the 
lory of her kingdoms, yet the ſoul will not fall 
own and worſhip her, but will prefer a naked, 
ea, a crucified, perſecuted Chriſt before her. This 
the Convert's voice; The Lord is my portion ; 
om have 1 in heaven but thee ® And there is none 
bon earth that 1 defere beſides thee. God is the 
rength of my heart, and my portion for ever. , 
XF Secondly, It turns the bias of the Will, both as to 


_— 3 means and end. 1. The intention of the Will is altered. 
ood 1 Now the man hath new ends and deſigns: now 
or- Ie intends God above all, and deſires and deſigns 
oY I othing in all the world ſo much, as that Chriſt 
it. ay be magnified in him. He counts himſelf more 
alg Pappy in this, than in all that the earth could yield, 


pat he may be ſerviceable to Chriſt, and bring 
im glory in his generation. This is the mark he 
ins at, that the name of Jeſus may be great in 
te world. Tr 0 

Reader, Doſt thou view this, and never aſk thy- 


Ind breathe-on this great concern. 


m. WMecaneſs ; upon Chit as the principal; and holi- 
and Wi cſs as the ſubordina bring him to God, 
nich eis as the ſubordinate means to bring him to God. 
no Dia. chuſeth Jeſus for his Lord. This choice js 
the Pot made in a fright, as with the dying ſinner, that 
rea. oth only take Chriſt rather than hell; but he de- 


iberately reſolves, that Chriſt is his beſt choice, 


, 1 mis world. Again, he takes holineſs for his path; 
e doth not of 
| ; likes 


a CIS) 
— . 


elf, whether it be thus with thee? Pauſe awhile, 


2. The Election is alſo changed, ſo that he chuſeth 
Another way. He pitcheth upon God as his bleſſ. 


3 and would rather have him than all the good of 


mers * ſubmit to it, but he 
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likes and: loves it. He takes God's: teſtimonies, 


cordials, He doth not only bear, but takes up 


Chriſt's yoke-: he takes not holineſs as the ſto- 


mach doth the loathed portion, but as the hungry 


doth his beloved food. No time paſſeth ſo: {weet- 
ly with him as that which he ſpends in the exer- 8 
ciſes of holineſs, theſe are both his aliment and 
element, the deſire of his: eyes, and the joy of his 


Heart, 


thou art the man. O happy man, if this be thy 
caſe ! But ſee thou be impartial in the ſearch. 


Thirdly, It turns the bent of the Afections. Theſe i 
run all in a new channel: Jordan is driven back, 
and the water runs upwards againſt its natural 
courſe. Chriſt is his Hope, 1 Tim. i. 1. This is the 

rise; Phil. iii. 8. here his eye, here his heart is. 
He is contented to caſt all aver-board:(as the mer- 
chant in the ſtorm) ſo he may but keep this jewel. 

The firſt of his deres is not after gold, but grace. 
He hungers after it, he ſeeks it as filver, he digs 
for it as hid treaſure; he had rather be gracious 
than be great: he had rather be the holieſt man 
on earth, than the moſt learned, the moſt famous, 
molt proſperaus. Once he ſaid, O! If I were 
but in great eſteem, and rolled in wealth, and 
ſwimmed in pleaſure, then I ſhould be a 1 1 

the 


man. But now the tone is changed. O! ſaith 


Convert, if I had ſuch meaſures of grace, ſuch WM 
fellowſhip with God, though I were poor and de- 
ſpiſed, I ſhould account myſelf a bleſſed man. 


eader, is this the language of thy ſoul p 


His 7oys are changed. He rejoiceth in the ways 
of God's Teſtimonies, as much as in all riches. He 
delights in the law of the Lord, wherein once he 
had little ſavour. He hath no ſuch joy as in the 
thoughts of Chriſt, the fruition of his company, 


the proſperity of his people. 


not as his bondage, but as his heritage; yea, heri- 
tage for ever, Pf. nix. 111. He counts them not 
his burden, but his bliſs ; not his cords, but his 
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eri- His Cares are altered: he was once ſet for the 
not orld, and any ſcrap of time were enough for his 
his Pul. Now he gives over caring for the aſſes, and 
up Pts his heart on the kingdom: now all the cry 
to-. What ſhall I do to be ſaoed? His great ſolicitude 
gry 1 & now to ſecure his ſoul, 
vet- 
ter- as afraid of nothing fo much as the loſs of his 
and ſtate or eſteem, or the pleaſure of friends; no- 
his ning ſounded fo terrible to him as pain, or po- 
Perty, or diſgrace : now theſe are little to him, in 
Fompariſon of God's 'difhonour or diſpleaſure, 
ow a warily doth he walk, leſt he ſhould tread 
MH pon a ſnare! He feareth always, he looks be- 
Pore and behind, leſt he ſhould be overtaken with 
Wn. It kills his heart to think of lofirig God's 
Favour, this he dreads as his only undoing, No 


o think of parting with Chriſt. 

His Love runs a new courſe. My Love is cru- 
ified, (faith holy Ignatius) that is, my Chriſt, 
WT his is my Beloved, faith the Spouſe. 

He can find no words ſweet enough. Let me fee 
ice, O light of mine eyes : come, O thou 9 of my 
irit. Let me behold thee, O life of my foul, Appear 
no me, O my great delight. "0 my God, my life, and 
= 7 5 glory of my ſoul, Let me find thee, O aefire 
ny heart. 

1 His Sorrows have now a new vent. The view 
f his fins, the fight of Chriſt crucified, that would 
earce ſtir him before, now how much do they 
affect his heart! I 7 
Commune then withthy own heart, and attend 
he general current of thine affe&ion, whether it 
be towards God in Chrift above all other concern- 
nents. Indeed, the great enquiry is, whether the 
adgment and will be ſtandingly determined for 
od above all other good; and if the affections 
Wgoncerely follow their choice, tho' it be not ſo ſen- 

4 22 Ably 
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His Fears are not now of ſuffering. Onee he- 
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fibly as is to be deſired, there is no doubt but the 
change is ſaving. . 
2. Throughout the members, Thoſe that were be- 9 
fore the inſtruments of ſin, are now become the 
holy utenſils of Chriſt's living temple. He that A 
before abuſed his body, now poſleſleth his velſel 
in ſanctification and. honour, in. temperance, 
chaſtity, and ſobriety, and dedicateth it to the 
Lord, | INE 5 8 . = 
The eye that was once a wandering eye, a-wan-, 8 
ton eye, a haughty, a covetous eye, is now employed 
in weeping over its fins, in beRolding God in his 
works, in reading his word, in looking up and 
down for objects of mercy, and opportunities for 
his ſervice. e TOR £4. -*2- 4.4; 
The ear that was once open to Satan's call, and 
reliſhed nothing ſo much as filthy (or at leaſt 
frothy) talk, and the fogls' zaughter, is now bored. 
to the door of Chriſt's houſe, and open to his diſ- 
cipline ; it ſaith, Speak Lord for 5 0 a Ba heaveth, i 
and waits for his words as the rain, and rel:iſheth, 
them more than the appointed food. .  Þ}F 
His heart is now $55 an altar of incenſe, 
where the fire of divine, love is ever kept in, and 
whence the daily ſacrifice, of prayer and praiſe, | 
and ſweet incenle of holy deſires and ejaculations, 
are continually aſcending. 1 8 
The mouth is become a well of life, his tongue 
as choice ſilver, and his lips feed many; now-the 
ſalt of grace hath ſeaſoned his ſpeech, and clean(-, 
ed the. mouth, from its filthy communication, 
flattery, boaſting, railing, lying, ſwearing, back- 
biting, that once came like the flaſhes that pro- 
ceed from the hell that was in the heart. The 
throat, that was once an open ſepulchre, now ſends 
forth the ſweet breath of prayer and holy diſ- 
courſe, and the man ſpeaks in another tongue, 
in the language of Canaan, and is never ſo well as 
when talking of God and Chriſt, and the matters 
of another world, His mouth bringeth forth 
1 IT | | wiſdom, 
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The Nature of Converſion. 41 


wiſdom, his tongue is become the filver trumpet 
of his Maker's praiſe, his glory, and the beſt mem · 
ber that he hath. | 


| - 9. Throughout the life and practice. The man 


takes a new courſe. His conver ſation is in heaven. 
No ſooner doth Chriſt call, but he ſtraightway 
becomes a follower of him, When God hath the 
new heart, and writes his law in his mind, he 
forthwith walks in his ſtatutes, and keeps his 


| judgments. 


Tho! fin may dwell in him, yet it hath no more 
dominion over him, He hath his fruit unto holineſs, 
and hath an unfeigned reſpe& to all God's com- 
mandments, 2 conlcience even of little fins 
and little duties. is very infirmities, which he 
cannot help, are his ſoul's burden, and ate like 
the duſt in a man's eye, which tho' but little, yet 
is not a little troubleſome. O man!] doſt thou 
read this, and never turn in upon thy ſoul by 
ſelf- examination ?) The ſincere convert is not one 
man at Church, and another at home; he is not 
a ſaint on his knees, and a cheat in his ſhop ; he 
will not tythe mint and cummin, and negle& 
mercy and judgment, and the weighty matters of 


che law; he doth not pretend to Piety and neg- 


let eee ; but he turneth from all his fins, 
and keeps all God's ſtatutes, if not perfectly, yet 
fincerely, not allowing himſelf in the breach of 


any. Now he delights in the word, and ſets him- 


ſelf to prayer, and opens his hand, (if able) and 
draws out his foul to the hungry; and hath a good 
conſcience, willing in all things to live honeſtly, and to 
keep without offence towards God and man. 
ere again you ſhall find the unſoundneſs of 
many, that take themſelves for good Chriſtians ; 


they are partial in the law, and take up with the 


cheap and eafy duties of religion, but go not 
through with the work. They are as a cake not 
turned, half toaſted and half raw. It may be, you 
ſhall have them exact in their words, punctual in 


meir dealings, but they do not exerciſe them- 
| 93 0 ſelves 
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ſelves unto godlineſs ; and for examining them- 
ſelves, and governing their hearts, to this they 
are ſtrangers. You may have. them duly at the 
church, but follow them to their families, and 
there you ſhall ſee little but the world minded.. 
Or, if they have a road for family-duties, follow 
them to their cloſets, and there you ſhall find 
their ſouls are little looked after. It may be they 
feem otherways religious, but bridle not their 
tongues, It may be they come up to cloſet and 
family-prayer ; but follow them to their ſhops, 
and there you ſhall find them in a trade of lying, 
or ſome covert way of deceit. | ig 
6. The Terms are either from which, or to 
which.“ | 1 3 5 
1. The Terms from which we turn in this motion of 
- converſion, are, Sin, Satan, the World, and our own 
Righteouſneſs, TIO Err 
Firſt, Sin. When a man is converted, he is out 
with ſin ; yea, with all ſin; but moſt of all with 
his own fins, and eſpecially with his boſom-ſin. 
Sin is now the butt of his indignation, His fins 
ſet abroach his ſorrows. Tis fin that pierces him 
and wounds him, he feels it like a thorn in his 
_ de, like a prick in his eyes; he is not impatient 
of any burden ſo much as of his fin, If God ſhould 
give him his choice, he would chufe any affliction, 
1 he might be rid of ſin. > 5 
Before Converſion, he had light thoughts of 
fin ; he cheriſhed it in his boſom, as Uriah his 
lamb : he nouriſhed it, and it grew up together 
with him, and lay in his boſom, and was to him as 
a daughter: but when God opens his eyes by 
Converſion, he throws it away with abhorrence, 
as a man would a loathſome toad, which in the 
dark he bath hugged faſt in his boſom, and thought 
it had been ſome harmleſs bird. When a man is 
thoroughly changed, he is not only deeply con- 
vinced of the danger, but defilement of fin ; and, 
O how earneſt is he with God to be purified ! He 
runs to Chriſt, and caſts himſelf into the fountain 
„„ for 
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for fin and for uncleanneſs. He abhors his once- 
beloved fin, as a cleanly nature doth the trough 
and mire wherein he ſees the {wine delight, The 
ſound convert is heartily engaged againlt fin, He 
can forgive his other enemies, he can pity them, 
but here he is implacable, here he is ſet upon re- 
venge; his eye ſhall not pity, his hand ſhall not 
ſpare, though it be a right hand, or a right eye: 
be it a gainful ſin, moſt delightful to his nature, 
or ſupport to his eſteem with friends, yet he will 
rather throw his gain down the kennel, ſee his 
.credit fall, or the flower of pleaſure wither in his 
hand, than he will allow himfelf in any known 
way of fin, He will grant no indulgence, he will 
give no toleration, he diaws upon ſin wherever 
he meets it, and frowns upon it with this unwel- 
come ſalute, Have I found thee, O-mine enemy 
Reader, Haththy conſcience been at work while 
thou haſt been looking over theſe lines? Haſt thou 
pondered theſe things in thy heart ? Haſt thou 
fearched the book within, to ſee if theſe things 
beſo? If not, read it again, and makethy conſcience 
ſpeak, whether or no it be not thus with thee, 
Haſt thou crucified thy fleſh, with its affections 
and luſts: and not only confeſſed but forſaken thy 
ſins: If not, thou art yet unconverted, Doth not 


conſcience fly in thy face as thou readeſt, and tell 


thee thou liveſt in a way of lying for thy advan- 
tage, that thou uſeſt deceit in thy calling, that 
there is ſome way of ſecret wantonneſs that thou 
liveſt in P Why then do net deceive thyſelF, thou 
art in the gall of bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity. 

Doth not thy unbridled tongue, thy intempe- 
rance, thy wicked company, thy neglect of prayer, 
of reading and hearing the word, now witnefs 
againſt thee, and ſay, We are thy works, and we will 


follow thee # Or, if Thave not hit thee right, doth 
not one within tell thee there is ſuch or ſuch a way, 


that thou knoweſt to be evil, that yet thou doſt 
tolerate thyſelf in, and art willing to ſpare ? If 
NT wot this 
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this be the caſe, thou art to this day unregenerate, 
and muſt be changed or condemned. 

Secondly, Satan. Converſion binds the ſtrong 
man, ſpoils his armour, caſts out his goods, turns 
men from the power of Satan upon God. The real 
convert ſerves now another maſter; he goes and 
comes at Chriſt's beck; he watches againſt the 
ſnares and baits of Satan, and ſtudies to be ac - 
quainted with his devices : he is ſuſpicious of his 
plots, and is very jealous in What comes athwart 

. leſt Satan ſhould have ſome deſign upon him; 
he wreſtles againſt ꝓrineipalities and powers, Eph. 
vi. 12, He entertains the meſſenger of Satan as 
men do the meſſenger of death: he keeps his eye 
upon his enemy, and watches in his duties; leſt 

Satan ſhould put in his foot. 1 

Thirdly, Zhe World. Before a ſound Faith a 
man is overcome of the world; gither he bows 
down to Mammon, or idolizes his reputation, or 
is a lover of pleaſure more than a lover of God, 2 Tim. 
iii. 4. Here's the root of man's miſery by the fall, 
he is turned aſide to the creature inſtead of God, 

and gives that great eſteem, confidence, and a- 
Fei on to the cre ature that is due to him alone. 
Omiſerable man ! What a deformed monſter 
hath fin made thee! God made thee little lower 
than the Angels; ſin, little better than the devils ; 
a monſter that hath his head and heart where his 
Feet ſhould be, and his feet kicking againſt hea- 
ven. The world that was formed to ſerve thee, 
is come to rule thee, and the deceitful harlot hath 
bewitched thee with her inchantments, and made 
' thee bow down and ſerve her, | | 

But converting grace ſets all in orderagain, and 

ts God on the throne, andthe world at his foot - 
fool: Chriſt in the heart, and the world under 
the feet. So St. Paul, 7 am crucified tothe world, 
and the world to me. Before this change all the cry 
was, Who will fhew us any worldly good ? But 
now he ſings another tune, Lord, lift up the light 

| 0 


Sy 
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„/ thy countenance upon me, and take the corn and 
wine whoſoever will: Before, his heart's delight 
vas in the world; then the ſong was, Soul, tale 
thy eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry, thou haſt much 
goods laid up for many years; but now all this 
is withered, and there is no comelineſs, that he 
mould defire it: and he tunes up with the ſweet 
Plalmiſt of Iſrael, the Lord is the portion of my in- 
= heritance, the lines are fallen to me in a fair place, and 
= / have a goodly heritage. He boaſteth himſelf in 
Cod. Nothing elſe can give him content. He 
hath written Vanity and Vexation upon all his 
worldly enjoyments, and loſs and dung upon all 
human excellencies. He hath life and immortality 
now in chaſe, he trades for grace and glory, and 
hath a crown incorruptible in purſuit. He firſt 
# ſeeks the kingdom of heaven, and the righteouſ- 
neſs thereof, and religion is no longer a matter by 
the bye with him, but the main of his care. Once 
he would do more for gain than godlineſs, more 
to pleaſure his friend or his fleſh, than to pleaſe 
the God that made him; and God muſt ſtand by 
till the world were firſt ſerved; but now all muſt 
ſtand by: he hates father and: mother, and life, 
and all, in compariſon of Chriſt, Well then, 
pauſe a little, and look within; doth not this 
nearly concern thee ? Thou pretendeſt for Chriſt, 
but. doth not the world ſway thee ? Doſt not thou 
take more real delight in the world than in him ? 
= Doſt thou not find thyſelf better at eaſe when the 
world goes to thy mind, than when retired to 
prayer and meditation, or attending upon God's 
word and worſhip? No ſurer evidence of an un- 
converted ſtate, than to have the things of the 
world uppermoſt in our aim, love, and eſtimation. 
With the ſound convert, Chriſt hath the ſupre- 
macy. How dear is his name to him? How pre- 
cious is his favour ? The name of Jeſus is engra- 
ven upon his heart. Here is the pearl of great 
price, here is his treaſure, here is his hope. This 
is his glory, 6 my Beloved is mine, and I am his.” 
| | | O 'tis 


* 
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Otis ſweeter to him to be able to ſay, Chriſt is 
mine, than if he could ſay, the kingdom is mine, I 


the Indies are mine, 


Fourthly, Your own Righteouſneſs, Before Con- 
verſion, Man ſeeks to cover himſelf with his own i 
fig-leaves, and to lick himſelf whole with his own | 
duties, Mich. vi. 6, 7. He is apt to ſet up his own i 
righteouſneſs, and not ſubmit to the righteouſnels 


of God, Now he caſts away his filthy rags. Now 
he is brought to poverty of ſpirit ; all his inven- 
tory is, poor and miſerable, and wretched, and blind, 
and naked, He ſees a world of iniquity in his 
holy things, and calls his once-idolized righte- 
ouſneſs but filth and loſs, and would not for a 
thouſand worlds be found in himſelf, Now he 


| begins to ſet a high price upon Chriſt's righteouſ- 3 


nels: he ſees the need of Chriſt in every duty; 
he cannot live without him; or cannot pray with- 
out him; Chriſt muſt go with him; or elſe he 
cannot come into the preſence of God; he ſets 
himſelf down for a loſt undone man without him; 
he is fixed in Chriſt, as the root of a tree ſpreads 
in the earth for ſtability and nutriment. Before, 
the news of Chriſt was a ſtale and ſapleſs thing; 

0 


but now how ſweet is Chriſt, In a word, t 


voice of the convert is with the Martyr, None 


The terms are either Ultimate or Subordinate, 
The Ultimate is, God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, whom the true Convert takes as his 
All- ſufficient and eternal bleſſedneſs. A man is 
never truly {anQified till his very heart be ſet 
upon God above all things, as his portion, Theſe 
are the natural breathings of a believer's heart, 
Thou art my portion, My foul all make her boaſt 
in the Lord. My eæpectation is from him, he only 2s 
my Rock, and my Salvation, he is my Defence; in 
God is my Salvation and Glory, the Rock of my 

Strength, and my refuge is in God, 
Would 


a 5 wr 4 7 a 1 
— — 2 3 * * TIE — 1 Nin 
N e > 3 
n n 1 D 
2 46 2 a ee; nt A ar EF i 8 
S LA DS . 


EI 
LP 
— 


_ 
HE 
— 
——_—_— 


9 a 
<= 11 * n 
* i 
a ed ee — — 
AE 
A \ IA 
p N $I 


The Nature of Converſion. 47 


Would vou put it to an iſſue, whether you be 
converted or not! Now let thy foul and all that 
is within thee attend, | 


| doth the content of thy heart lie? Whence doth 
thy choiceſt-comfort come in.? Come, and with 
Abraham lift up thine eyes eaſtward, and look 
about thee, What is it that thou wouldit have in 
heaven, or on earth to make thee happy P If 
God ſhould give thee thy choice, as he did to 
Solomon, or ſhould ſay to thee as Ahafuerus to 
= Ether, What is thy petition, and what ts thy requeſt, 
aud it ſhall be granted thee ? What woulaſt thou 
aſk ! Go into-the gardens of pleaſure, and gathes 
all the fragrant flowers from thence. Would theſe 
content thee ? Goto the treaſures of Mammon; 
ſuppoſe thou mighteſt lade thyſelf from hence. 
Go to the trophies of honour ; what thinkeſt 
thou of being a man of renown, and having a 
name like the name of the great men of the earth? 
Would any of this, all this, ſuffice thee and 


thou art unconverted. If not; go farther; wade 

into the divine excellencies, the ſtore of his mers 
cies, the depths unfathomable of his All- ſuffici- 
WF ency ; doth this ſuit thee beſt, and pleaſe thee 
== moſt ? Doſt thou ſay, Tis good to be here? Matt. 
== xvu. 4. Here will I pitch, here will I live and die P 
= Wilt thou let all the world go rather than this ? 


art thou, O man! happy art thou, that t 
ever waſt born; if God can make thee happy: 
thou muſt needs be happy: for thou haſt vouched 
the Lord to be thy God. Doſt thou ſay to Chriſt, 
| Thy Father ſhall be my Father, and thy God my God. 
Here is the turning point, An unſound profeſ- 


W for never takes up his reſt in God; but convert- 


| ing grace Cures the fatal miſery of the fall, by 
turning the heart from its idol to the living Godz 


Now lays the ſoul, Lord, whither ſhall I go ? Thou 
4 haſt 


Haſt thou taken God for thy happineſs? Where 


make thee a happy man? If ſo, then certainly 


Then it is well between God and thee : happy 
S 
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haſt the words of eternal life, John vi, 68. Here he 


centers; 'tis the entrance of heaven to him, to 
ſee his intereſt in God. When he diſcovers this, 
he ſaith, Return wnto thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the 
Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee, And it is even 
ready to breathe out Stmeon's ſong, Lord now lets» 
teſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace. . 1 
The mediate term of Converſion is either prin-⸗ 
cipal or leſi principal. | | 
The Principal is Chriſt, the only mediator be- 
tween God and man. His work is to bring us to | 
God. He is the way to the Father, the only door 
by which we may enter. Converſion brings over i 
the ſoul to Chriſt, as the only means to life, as the 
only way, the only name given under heaven, 
He looks not for ſalvation in any other but him, 
nor in any other with him; but throws himſelf 
on Chriſt alone, as one that caſts himſelf with 
outſpread arms upon the ſea. | 
Thus the poor ſoul doth venture on Chriſt, and 
relolvedly adheres to him. Before Converſion 
the man made light of Chriſt, minded the farm, 
friends, merchandiſe, more than Chriſt. Now WT 
Chriſt is to him as his neceſſary food, his dail | 
bread, the life of his heart, the ſtaff of his life. 
His great deſign is, that Chriſt may be magnified 
in him. His heart once ſaid as they to the Spouſe, 
What is thy beloved more than another? He found 
more ſweetneſs in his merry company, wicked 
games, earthly delights, than in Chriſt, He took 
religion for a fancy, and the talk of great enjoy- 
ments for an idle dream, but now to him to live is 
Chriſt, He ſets light by all that is accounted pre- 
cious, for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chriſt, a 
All of Chriſt is accepted by the ſincere Con- 
vert: he loves not only the wages, but the work 
of Chriſt. He is willing not only to tread out 
the corn, but to draw under the yoke; he takes 
up the commands of Chrilt, yea, and the croſs of 


Chri ſt. : f 


he 


to 
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The unſound cloſeth by halves with Chriſt ; he 
all for the ſalvation of Chriſt, but he is not for 


nEification. This is an error in the foundation: 


hoſoever loveth life, let him beware here: 'tis an 


Indoing miſtake, of which you have been. often 


arned, and yet none more common, Jeſus is a 
ect name, but men love not the Lord Feſus in 


f W 1cerity, Eph. vi. 24. They will not have him as 


od offers, To be a Prince and a Saviour. They 
livide what God hath joined, the King and the 
Prieſt, Every man's vote is for ſalvation from 
uffering, but they deſire not to be ſaved from ſin- 
ing. Vea, many divide here again; they would 


Ne content to have ſome of their fins deſtroyed, 


dut they cannot leave the lap of Delilah, or di- 


Porce the beloved Herodias. They cannot be 


ruel to the right eye or right hand. O!] be in- 


WH nitely tender here, your ſouls lie upon it. The 


ound Convert takes a Whole Chriſt, and takes, 
im for all intents and purpoſes; without excep- 
ions, without limitations, without reſerves. He 
s willing to have Chriſt upon his own terms, 
pon any terms. He is willing to have the do- 
inion of Chriſt, as well as deliverance by Chriſt: 
e ſaith with Paul, Lord, what wilt thou have me ta- 
do? Any thing, Lord. He ſends the blank to 
Chriſt, to ſet down his own conditions. SY 
The lefs principal is the laws, ordinances, and 
"ays of Chriſt. The heart that was once ſet 
pgainſt theſe, and could not endure the ſeverity 
t theſe ways, now falls in love with them, and 
nuſes them as its rule and guide for ever. 
| Four things (I obſerve) God doth work in eve- 
y ſound Convert, with reference to the laws and 
vays of Chriſt, by which you may know your 
ſtate, if you will be faithful to your own ſouls : 
herefore keep your eyes upon your hearts as you. 


2 
F 


0 along. . 


1. The judgment is brought to approve of them as 

oft righteous, and moſt reaſonable, The mind is 

brought to like the ways of God; and the pres 
R judices 


- 
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judices that were once againſt them are removed. 

he underſtanding aſſents to them all, as holy, 
juſt, and good. His judgment is for the ways of 
God, and that not only the abſolute, but compa- 


rative judgment; he thinks them not only beſt in 


eneral, but beſt for him: he looks upon the 
rules of religion, not only as tolerable, but deſira- 
dle; more degirable than gold: yea, than much 
nne gold. | . 
2. The deſire of the heart ts to know the whole mind 
of Chrijt, He would not have one fin undiſcovered, 
nor be ignorant of one duty. Tis the earneſt 
breathing of his heart, Lord, if there be any 
way of wickedneſs in me, do thou diſcover it, 
What 1 know not, teach thou me; and if I have 
done iniquity, I wilt do it no more.” The graci- 
ous heart is willing to know the whole compaſs 
of his Maker's law. He receives with all accep- 


tation the word that convinceth him of any aux 
I 


that he knew not, or minded not before, or di 
covereth any ſin that lay hid before, 

» The will is determined for the ways of Chriſt, 
FY all the 29 of fin, and proſperities of the 
world, His conſent is not extorted by ſome extre- 
mity of anguiſh, nor is it only a ſudden and haſty 


reſolve, but he is deliberately purpoſed, and comes 


off freely to the choice ; his will is for Chriſt's 


laws and government; ſo that he takes them not 


up as his toil or burthen, but his bliſs, He had 
rather (if he might have his choice) live a ſtrict 
and AY life, than the moſt proſperous and flou- 
riſhing life in the world, Chriſt keeps not his 


ſubjects in Dy force, but is king of awilling people. 
(t 


They are (through his grace) freely reſolved for 


his ſervice, and do it out of choice, not as ſlaves, 


but as the ſon or ſpouſe, from a ſpring of love, 
and a loyal mind. In a word, the laws of Chriſt 
are the Convert's love, deſire, delight, and conti- 
nual ſtud ep. 

4. The bent of his courſe is directed to keep God's 


fhtatutes, "Tis the daily care of his life, to walk 


with 
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\ 
of with God. He ſecks great things, he hath noble | 
a- deſigns. He aims at nothing leſs than Perfection; | 
in he defires it, he reaches after it, he would not reſt : 
he in any yum of grace till he were quite rid of ſin, 1 
a- and had perfected holineſs, . 
:h A ſound convert deſires holineſs for holineſs? | 


fake, and not only for heaven's fake. - He would 
not be ſatisfied with ſo much as might ſave him 
from hell, but deſires the higheſt pitch; yet de- 
fires are not enough, What 1s thy way and thy 
courſe ? Is the drift and fcope of thy life altered? 
Is holineſs thy trade, and religion thy buſinets? 
If not. thou art ſhort of ſound converſion. 

And is this that we have deſcribed, the conver- 
fion that is of abſolute neceſſity to ſalvation? Then 
be informed, 1. That ſtrait is the gate, and nar- 
row the way that leadeth unto life, 2. That there 
are but few that find it. g. That there is need of a 
divine power to convert a finner to Jelus Chriſt, 

Again, Ihen be exhorted, O thou that readeſt, 
to turn it upon thine own felf, What ſaith con- 
ſcience ? Doth it not twitch thee as thou goeſt ? 
Is this thy judgment, and this thy choice, and 
this thy way, that we have deſcribed ? If fo, tis 
well, But doth not thy heart condemn thee, and 
tell thee, there is ſuch a fin thou liveſt in againit 
thy conſcience? Doth it not tell thee, there is 
ſuch and-fuch a ſecret way of wickedneſs that 
thou makeſt no bones of? Such or ſuch a duty, 

that thou makeſt no:conſcience of ? 

Doth not conſcience carry thee to thy cloſet, 
and tell thee how feldom prayer and reading are 
performed there? Doth it not carry thee to thy 
tamily, and ſhew thee the charge of God, and the 
ſouls of thy children and ſervants, that are neg- 
lected there? Doth not conſcierice lead thee to 
thy ſhop, thy trade, and tell thee of ſome myſte- 

j ry of iniquity there ? Doth it not ſound thee in 
| thy ear for the looſe company thou keepeſt, and 
the precious time thou miſ-ſpendelt ? 759 
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52 The Neceſlity of Converfion. 


O conſcience ! Do thy duty: in the Name of 
the living God, I command thee, diſcharge thinc 
office, lay hold upon this ſinner, fall upon him, 


arreſt him, apprehend bim, undeceive him! 


What! Wilt thou flatter and ſmooth him while 
he lives in his fins? Awake, O conſcience! 
What meaneſt thou, O ſleeper? What ! haſt thou 
never a reproof in thy mouth? What! Shall 
this {foul die in this negle& of God and eternity, 
and thou altogether hold thy peace ? Shall he 
go on {till in his treſpaſſes, and yet have peace ? 
O!] rouſe up thyfelf, and do thy work; now let 
the Preacher in thy boſom ſpeak ; cry aloud, and 
{pare not; lift up thy voice like a trumpet ; let 
not the Blood of his foul be required at thy hands, 


_ 


EA. Th 40... 
Of the Neceſſity of Cox vxRSNux. 


Fr may be you are apt to wonder why 1 follow 
L you with ſuch earneſtneſs, {till ringing one 


| leflon in your ears, that you faould repent, and be 


converted. Were it a matter of indifferency, I 
would never keep ſo much ado: but would you 
not have me ſo ſolicitous fox you, when I ſee you 


ready to periſh? As the Lord liveth, before whom 
1] am, I have not the leaſt hopes to ſee one of your 


faces in heaven, except you be converted; I ut- 
terly deſpair of your ſalvation, except you will be 
revailed with to turn thoroughly, and give up 
yourlelves to God, Hath God ſaid, Except ye be 
born again, ye Cannot ſee the kingdom of God, John 
iii. g. and yet do you wonder why your miniſters 
ſo painfully travail in birth with you ? Think it 
not ſtrange that I am earneſt with you to follow 
after holineſs, and long to ſee the image of God 
upon you ; never did any, nor ſhall any, enter 
into heaven by any other way but this. 
| | 7; 2.4 What 
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What is it that thou doſt count neceſſary ? Is 
thy bread neceſſary ? Is thy breath neceſſary p 
Then thy converfion is much more neceſſary. 
Indeed, this is the one thing neceſſary, Thine 


_ eſtate is not neceſſary ; thou mayelt ſell all for 


the pearl of great price, and yet be a gainer by 
the purchaſe, Thy life is not neceſſary, thou 
mayeſt part with it for Chriſt to infinite advan- 
tage. Thine eſteem is not neceſſary ; thou mayeſt 
be reproached for the Name of Chriſt, and yet be 
happy ; yea, much more happy in reproach than 
in repute. But thy converſion is neceſſary, thy 
damnation lies upon it ; and is it not needful, in 
ſo important a caſe, to look about thee'? On this 
one point depends thy making or marring to all 
eternity. 1 

But I ſhall more particularly ſhew the neceſſity 
of Conver con, in five things: without this, 


1. Thy Being us in vain. Is it not a pity thou 


ſnouldſt be good for nothing, an unprofitable 
burden of the earth? Thus thou art whilſt un- 
converted; for thou canſt not anſwer the end of 
thy being. Is it not for the divine pleaſure thou 
art and wert created? Did he not make thee for 
himſelf? Art thou a man, and haſt thou reaſon p 
Then bethink thyſelf why and whence thy being 
is: behold God's workmanſhip in thy body, and 
aſk thyſelf,,To what end did God rear this fabric? 
Conſider the noble faculties of thy heaven-born 
foul 3 to what end did God beſtow theſe excel- 
lencies ? To no other, than that thou ſhouldeſt 
gratify thy ſenſes ? Did God ſend men, like the 
iwallows, into the world only to gather a few 


ſticks and dirt, and build their neſts, and breed 


up their young, and then away ? The very hea- 
thens could ſee farther than this. 85 
O man ! Set thy reaſon a little in the chair, Is 


it not pity ſuch a goodly fabric ſhould be raiſed 


in vain ? Verily, thou art in vain, except thou 
art for God: better thou hadſt no being, than not 
to be for him, Wouldſt thou ſerve thy end? Thou 
| ö muſt 
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muſt repent and be converted: without this, thou 
art to no purpoſe : yea, to bad purpoſe.” i 
Firſt, To no purpoſe. Man unconverted is like a 
choice inſtrument that hath every ſtring broke or 
out of tune; the Spirit of the living God muſt 
repair and tune it, and ſweetly move it by the 
power of grace, or elſe thy prayers will be but 
howlings, and all thy ſervices will make no muſic 
in the ears of the moſt Holy. All thy powers and 
faculties are ſo corrupt in thy natural ſtate, that 
except thou be purged from dead works, thou 
canſt not ſerve the living God. 
An unſanctified man cannot work the work of 
God; 1. He hath no ſkill in it: he is as unſkilful 
in the work as in the word of righteouſneſs, Heb. 
V. 13. There are great myſteries, as well in the 
practice as principles of godlineſs; now the un- 
regenerate know not the Myſteries of the kingdom 
of heaven. You may as well expect him to read, 
that never learned the alphabet, as that a natural 
man ſhould do the Lord any pleaſing ſervice, 2. 
He hath no ſtrength for it. How weak is his heart! 
He is preſently tired: the Sabbath; what a wea- 
g He is without ſtrength, yea, ſtark dead 
in fin. g. He hath no mind to it: he deſires not 
the knowledge of God's ways ; he doth not know 
them, and he doth not care to know them. He 
knows not, neither will he underſtand, So that 
a man may as well expect the trees ſhould ſpeak, 


or look for motion from the dead, as for any ſer- _ 


vice, holy and acceptable to God, from the un- 
converted. ANTS a | 

* Secondly, To bad purpoſe, The unconverted 
ſoul is a very cage of unclean birds, a ſepulchre 
full of corruption. O dreadful caſe ! Was it ſuch 
an abomination to the Jews, when Artiochus ſet 
up the e a ſwine at the entrance of the 
temple! How much more abominable then would 


it have been, to have had the very temple itſelf 
turned into a ſtable or a ſtye, and to have had the 
Holy of holies ſerved like the houſe of Baal: turned 

. into 


of the glory of all! O think of this | While thou 
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into a draught houſe ? This is the very cale of 
the unregenerate ; all thy members are turned 
into inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs, ſervants of 
Satan. | . | 

Of abuſe -inſufferable! To ſee a heaven born 
ſoul abaſed to the filthieſt drudgery ! To lee the 
glory of God's Creation, the chief of the works 
of God, the Lord of the univerſe, lapping with 
the Prodigal at the trough! Was it ſuch a lamen- 
tation to ſee thoſe that fed delicately, fit deſolate 


in the ſtreets; and thoſe that were clothed in 


ſcarlet, embrace dunghills! And is it not much 
more fearful to ſee the only thing that hath im- 
mortality in this lower world, and carries the 
ſtamp. of God, become as a veſſel wherein there is. 
no pleaſure, (which is but a modeſt expreſſion af 
the veſſel men put to the moſt ſordid ule.) O in- 
dignity intolerable ! Betteꝶ᷑ thou wert daſhed into 
a thouſand pieces, than continue to be abaſed to 
fei ailernics-:{. Io | 

II. Not only man, but the whole vihble creation ts 
in vain without this. Beloved, God hath made all 
the viſible creatures in heaven and earth for the 
ſervice of man, and man only is the ſpokeſman' 
for all the reſt. Mau is in the univerſe like the 
tongue to the body, which ſpeaks for all the 
members; the other creatures cannot praiſe their 
Maker, but by dumb ſigns and hints to man, that 
he may ſpeak for them. Man is as it were the 
High-prieſt of God's Creation, to offer the ſacri- 
fice of praiſe for all his fellow-creatures.... The 
Lord God expetteth a tribute of praiſe for all his 
works. Now all the reſt bring in their tribute to 
man, and pay it in by his hand; ſo then if a man 
be falſe and faithleſs, God is wronged of all, and 
ſhall have no active glory from his works, 

O dreadful thought! That God ſhould build 


* 


ſuch a world as this, and lay out ſuch infinite 
power, and wiſdom, and goadneſs thereupon; and. 


I. 
: 


man ſhould be guilty of robbing and ſ oiling him 


* 
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art unconverted, all the offices of the creatures to 
| thee are in vain; thy meat nouriſhes thee in vain; 
| the ſun holds forth his light to thee in vain ; ch 
. clothes warm thee in vain; thy beaſt carries 
thee in vain. In a word, the unwearied labour and 
continual travail of the whole creation (as to thee 
is in vain, The ſervice of all the creatures that 
yield forth their ſtrength unto thee, (that there- 
with thou ſhouldſt ſerve their Maker) is all but 
loſt labour. Hence the whole creation groaneth 
under the abuſe of this unſanRified world, that 
pervert them to the ſervice of their luſts, quite 
contrary to the very end of their being. | 


III. Without this thy religion ts vain, All thy 
religious performances will be loſt, for they can 
neither pleaſe God, nor ſave thy ſoul, which are 
the very ends of religion. Be thy ſervices never 

' fo ſpecious, yet Got hath no. pleaſure in them, 
Is not that man's caſe dreadful, whoſe ſacrifices 
are as murder, and whofe prayers are a breath of 
abomination? Many 5 con victions think 
they will begin to mend, and that a few prayers 
and alms will ſalve all; but alas, while your 

hearts remain unſanctified, your duties will not 
pals. God threatens it, as the greateſt of tempor- 
al judgments, that they ſhould build and not in- 
habit, plant, and not gather, and their labours 
mould be eaten up by ſtrangers. Is it ſo great a 
miſery to loſe our common labours, to ſow in 
vain, and build in vain ? How much more to loſe 
our pains in religion, to pray, and hear, and faſt 
in vain ? This is an undoing and eternal lofs. Be 
not deceived, if thou goeſt on in thy ſinful ſtate, 
tho' thou ſhouldſt ſpread forth thine hands, God 
will hide his eyes: tho' thou make many prayers, 
he will not hear. If a fervant do our work but 
quite contrary to our order, he ſhall have rather 


* 
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ſtripes than praiſe, God's work muſt be done 

according to God's mind, or he will not be pleaf- 

ed; and this cannot bes 9 it be done with 

@ holy heart. | 
IV. Without this thy hopes are in vain, 

Firſt, Thy hopes of comfort here are in vain, Tis 
not only neceſſary to the fafety, but comfort of 
your condition, that you be converted. Without 
this you ſhall not know peace, Without the fear of 
God you cannot have the 60 rt of the Holy Ghoſt. 
If you have a falle peace, continuing in your hns, 
'tis not of God's ſpeaking, and then you may gueſs 
the author. Sin 18 a real ſickneſs, yea, the worſt 
of ſickneſs; it is a leproſy in the head, the plague, 
in the heart ; it is brokenneſs in the bones: ft 
pierceth, it wounded, it 1acketh, it tormenteth, 
A man may as well expect eaſe when: his bones 


are out of joint, as true comfort while in his ſins. 


Sin doth naturally breed diſtempers and diſtur- 
bances in the ſoul: what a continual tempeſt is 
there in a diſcgnterited mind]! What an eating 


evil is inordinste care! W hat i is paſſion but a very 


fever in the mind ? What i is Wi but a fire in the 
bones N What is pride but a deadly ty ympany r Or 
covetouſnefs, but an in ſatiable mw un 


very heart 7 
comfort * is er ſo many diſeaſes ? But - 
converting: grace- ae and fo eaſes the mind; 
prepares the ſoul for a ſettled, ſtanding, immortal 
peace: great peace have they that love they command- 
ments, and nothing ſhalt cffend them, . 
Secondly, Thy hopes of ſalvation hereafter ave in 
vain, yea, worſe than in vain; they are moſt in- 
Jurious to God, moſt pernicious to thyſelf ; there 
is death, deſperation, blaſphemy in the bowels of 
this hope. 1. There ts death in it : thy confidence 
Mall be rooted out of thy Tabernacles, (God will up 
with it root and Ks: it Seer 1 them to the 
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King of Terrors. 2. There ts deſparation un it 
Where is the hope of the hypocrite | When God taketh 
away his foul ? Then there is an end for ever of 
his hope. Bul the righteous hath hope in his death, 
Prov. xxiv. 32. When nature is dying, his hopes 
are living ; when his body is languiſhing, his 
hopes are flouriſhing : his hope is a living hope, 
but the other a dying, yea, a damning, ſoul un- 
doing hope. For the eyes of the wicked ſhall fail, 
and their hope Mall b# as the giving up of the ghoſt. 
Wicked men are fixed in their carnal hope, and 
will not be beaten out of it; they hold it faſt, 
they will not let it go; yea, but death will knock 
off their fingers; though we cannot undeceive 
them, death and judgment will: when death 
itrikes his dart through thy liver, it will out thy 
foul and thy hopes together. g. There is blaſphe- 
ny in it. To hope we ſhall be ſaved, though con- 
tinuing unconverted, it is to hope we ſhall prove 
God a liar, He hath told, you, that whatever you 
be or do, nothing ſhall avazl you to ſalvation, un- 
leſs you become new creatures, Gal. vi. 15, Lo 
ay God is merciful, and we hope will ſave us 
nevertheleſs, is in effect to lay, We hope God will 

not do as he * T Þ «: {4.4 
Why, but we hope in Jeſus Chriſt, we put 
dur Whole truſt in God, and thefefore doubt not 
but we ſhall be ſaved,” 1 "EN | 

Anf. 1. This:is not to hope in Chrift, but againſt 

_ To hope to ſee the kingdom of God, with- 
out being born again; to hope to find eternal life 
in the broad way, is to hope Chriſt will prove a 
falſe prophet. Tis David's plea, I hope in thy word; 
but this hope is agaĩnſt the word. Shew me a word 
of Chriſt ſor thy hope, that he will ſave thee in 
thy profane negle& of his ſervice, and I will 
never go to ſhake thy confidence. T5. 
2. God doth with abhorrence reject this hope. God 
will not endure to be made a prop to men in their 
fins : the Lord rejected thoſe preſumptuous ſinners 
that went on ſtill in their treipaſles, and yet * 


'% 
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ſtay themſelves upon [/rae{'giGod, Iſa. xlviii. 1, 
a, as a man would ſhake off the briars that cleave 
to his garment; = 
« But would you have us deſpair ?” ; 
A. You muſt deſpair of ever coming-to heaven 7 
as you are, that is, while you remain unconvert- 11 


in the uſe of God's means. | 

V. Without this, all that God hath done and ſuf- 
fered will be (as to you ) in vain, John xiii. 8. Titus 
ii. 14. that is, it will no way avail you to ſalvation, 
Many urge this as a ſufficient ground for their 
hopes, that Chriſt died for finners : but I muſt 
tell you, Chriſt never died to ſave impenitent 
and unconverted ſinners (ſo continuing) 2 Tim. 
ii. 9. A great divine was wont, in his private 
dealings with ſouls, to afk two queitions; 1, 


ed. You mult deſpair of ever ſeeing the face of 1 
God without holineſs *but you muſt by no means 11 
deſpair of finding mercy, upon your thorough. wy 
repentance and converſion; neither may you my 
deſpair of attutning to repenfance and converſion , | 2 
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What hath Chriſt done for you? 2. What hath 
; Chriſt wrought in you? Without the application 
, of the Spirit in regeneration, we can have no ſav- 
S ing intereſt in the benefits of redemption. I tell. 
4 you from the Lord, Chriſt himſelf cannot fave you 
if yon go on in this ſtate, : 
t I, It were againſt his truſt, The Mediator is the . 
t fervant of the Father, IIa. xlii. 1. ſhews his com- 
miſſion from him, and acts in his name. Now 
a Chriſt would quite croſs his Father's glory, his 
- reateſt truſt, if he ſhould ſave men in their fins, © 
e or this were to overturn all his counſels, and to 
a offer violence to all his attributes. | 
3 Firſt, To overtuvn all is counſels ; of which this 
d is the order, that men ſhould be brought through 
n fanEification to ſalvation. If thou canſt repeal 
11 the law of God's immutable counſel, or corrupt 
| him whom the Father hath ſealed, to go directly 
d 2gainſt his commiſſion, then, and not otherwiſe, 
ir W * , 0 mayen 
8 | | 
d | 1 
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ks EY thou get to ; in this condition. To 
hope that Chriſt will fave thee while unconvert- 
ed, is to hope that God will falſiſy his truſt. Be 
aſſured, Chriſt will fave none in a | way, EOPLTary 
to his Father's will. 

Secondly, To offer violence to all his ein 
1. To his juſtice, for the righteouſneſs of God's 
judgment lies in rendering to all according to 
their works. Now ſhould men {ow to the fleſh, 
and yet of the Spirit reap everlaſting life, Where 


were the glory of f divine Juſtice, fince it would 
be given to the wiEked according to the work of 


the righteous ? 2. To his holineſs. If God ſhould 
not only ſave ſinners, but ſave them in their fins, 
his holineſs would be exceedingly defaced, 

*T would be offering extreme violence to the in- 
finite purity of the divine nature to have ſuch to 
dwell with him, If holy, David would not en- 
dure ſuch in his houle, no, nor in his light, Pſal. 

ci. g, 7, can we think God will? g. Jo his vera- 


city: for God hath declared from heaven, that if, 


any fhall ſay, he ſhall have peace, though he ſhall go on 
in the imagination of his heart, has wrath ,)’) i rn 
againſt that man. That they (only) that confeſs and 
forſake their ſins ſhall find mercy, Prov. xxviii. 13, 


That they that ſhall enter into his hall muſt be of clean 


hands, and of a pure heart, Plal, xxiv. 3. 4. Where, 
were God's truth, if notwithſtanding all this, he 
ſhould bring men to ſalvation without coriverfion?; 
O deſperate ſinner, that dareſt to hope that Chriſt 
will put the lye upon his Father, and nullify his, 
word: to fave thee 4. Io his. wiſdom : = this 
were to throw away the choiceſt of mercies on 


them that would not value them, nor were any 


way ſuited to them. Firſt, they would not value 


them; the unſanQiked ſinner puts but little price. 


upon God's great ſalvation, Now would it ſtand 
with wiſdom to force pardon and life upon thoſe 
that would 850 no thanks for them ? | 

* 1 8 eee Secondly, 
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divine wiſdom is ſeen in ſuiting things to each 
other, the means to the end, the quality of the 
gift to the capacity of the receiver. Now, if 
Chriſt ſhould bring the unregenerated ſinner to 
heaven, he could take no more felicity there, 
than a beaſt if you ſhould bring him into a beau— 
tiful room to the ſociety of learned men and a 


well furniſhed table, whereas the poor thing had 


much rather be grazing with his fellow-brutes. 
Alas, what would an unſanctified creature do in 
heaven ? He could take no content there, be- 


cauſe nothing fuits him. The place doth not 


ſuit him, he would be quite out of his element, 
as a fiſh out of water. The company doth not 
ſuzt him: what communion hath darkneſs with 
light? Corruption with Perfection? The em- 
ployment doth not ſuit him : the anthems of hea- 
ven fit not his mouth, ſuit not his ear. Canſt 
thon charm thy beaſt with muſic ? Or, wilt thou 
bring him to thy organ, and expett that he ſhould 
keep time with the tuneful choir ? 

5. To his immutability, to his omniſciency or omni- 
potency ; for this is enrolled in the decrees of the 
court above, that none but the pure in heart hall 


ever fee God, This is laid up with him, and ſealed. 


among his treaſures, Now, if Chriſt yet bring 
any to heaven unconverted, either he muſt get 
them in without his Father's knowledge, (and 
then where is his omniſciency ? Or againſt his 
will, (and then where were his omnipotency 7 
Or he muſt change his will, (and then where 
were his immutability ?) 5 

Sinner, wilt thou not give up thy vain hope 
of being ſaved in this condition ? Shall the earth 
be forſaken for thee ? Or the rocks moved out of Mir 
place] Job xviii. 4. May I not much more reaſon 
io with thee? ſhall the laws of heaven be revers'd 
for thee ? Shall the everlaſting foundations be 
overturned ? Shall Chriſt put out the eye of his 


Father's omniſciency, or ſhorten the arm of his 


eternal power for thee ? Shall divine Juſtice be 
| | violated 
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Secondly, They are no way ſuited to them, The 
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violated for thee ? Or the glory of his holineſs 
be blemiſhed ? O the impoſſibility, abſurdity, 
blaſphemy that is in ſuch a confidence ! To think 
Chriſt will ever ſave thee in this condition, is to 
make thy Saviour to become a finner, and to do 
more wrong to the infinite Majeſty than all the 
devils in hell ever did or could do; and yet wilt 
thou not give up ſuch a blaſphemous hope ? 
II. Againft his word. We need not ſay, Who 
mall aſcend into heaven to bring down Chriſt from 
above? Or who ſhall deſcend into the deep, to bring 
up Chrift from beneath? The word is nigh us, Are 
ou agreed that Chriſt ſhall end the controverſy? 
(+ xo then his own words : Except you be convert- 
ed, you ſhall in no wife enter the kingdom of heaven, 
Matt. xviii. g. You muſt be born again, John iii. 7. 
Tf I waſh thee not, thou haſt no part in me, John viii. 
8. Repent or periſh, Luke xiii. 3. One word, one 
would think, were enough from Chriſt ; but how 
often and earneſtly doth he reiterate it! Verily,. 
verily, except a man be born again, he ſhall not ſee the 
kingdom of God, John iii. 3. 5, And wilt thou yet 
believe thy own preſumptuous confidence, di: 
realy againſt Chriſt's words ? He muſt go quite 
againſt the law of his kingdom, to ſave thee in 
this ſtate, 
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III. Againſt his Oath. He hath lifted up his hand 
to heaven, he hath ſworn, that thoſe that remain 
in unbelief, and know not his ways (that is, are 
ignorant of them, or diſobedient to them) ſhall 
not enter into his reſt, Pſal, xcv. 11. Heb, iii. 
18. And wilt thou not yet believe, O ſinner, 
that he is in earneſt ? Canſt thou hope he will 
be forſworn for thee ? The covenant of grace is 
confirmed by an oath, and ſealed by blood, -Heb. 
vi. 17. Matt. xxvi. 28. but all muſt be made void, 
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if thou be ſaved living and dying unſanctified. t. 
IV. Againſt his Honour., God will ſo ſhew his t 
love to the ſinner, as withal to ſhew his hatred a 


to ſin; therefore he that names the name of Feſus it 
| 9 muſt Q 
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muſt 8 iniguity. And he that hath hope 
of life by Chriſt, muſt purify himſelf as he is pure. 
The Lord Jeſus would have all the world to 
know, that though he pardons fin, he will not 
Protect it. | | 

V. Againſt his Offices. God hath exalted him to 
ze a Prince and a Saviour. He would att againſt 
both, ſhould he fave men in their fins: it is the 
office of a king, to be a terror to evil-doers, and a 
praiſe to them that do well, He xs a Miniſter of God, 
an avenger, to execute wrath on him that doth evil. 
Now, ſhould Chriſt favour the ungodly, (ſo con- 
tinuing) and take thoſe to reign with him, that 
would not that he ſhouldreign over them, Lu. xix. 
27. this would be quite againſt his office. What 
kings would take rebels in open hoſtility into his 
court? What were this but to betray life, king- 
dom, government, and all together P 


Again; as Chriſt would not be a Prince, ſo * 


ther would he be a Saviour, if he ſhould do this; 
for his ſalvation is ſpiritual: he is called Jeſus, 
becauſe he ſaves his people from their fins; ſo 
that ſhould he ſave them in their ſins, he woul 
be neither Lord nor Jeſus. | 
Application. Ariſe then; what meaneſt thou, O 
lleeper? Awake, O ſecure ſinner! Leſt thou be 


conſumed in thine iniquities: ſay as the lepers, 


we fit here, we ſhall die. Verily, it is not more 


certain that thou art now out of hell, than that 
thou" thalt ſpeedily be in it, except thou repent, 


and be converted: there is this one door for thee 


to eſcape by. Ariſe then, O ſluggard, and ſhake 


off thine excuſes. How long wilt thou ſlumber, 
and fold thy hands to-{leep ? Wilt thou lie dewn 
in the midſt of the ſea, or ſleep on the top of the 
maſt ? There is no remedy, but thou mult either 


turn or burn. There is an unchangeable neceſſi- 
ty of the change of thy condition, except thou 


art reſolved to abide the worlt of it, and to try 


it out with the Almighty, If thou loveſt thy life, 
O man, ariſe and come away 
F 3 Oh, 
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Oh, how wilful will thy deſtruction be, if thou 
ſhouldſt yet harden thyſelf in thy finful ſtate? But 
none of you can ſay but you have had fair warn- 
ing, Yet methinks I cannot tell how to leave 
you fo, It is not enough for me to have delivered 
my own ſoul, What! Shall I go away without 


my errand? Will none of you ariſe and follow 


me ? Have I been all this while ſpcaking to the 
wind? Have I been charming the deaf adder? 
If you be men, and not fenſeleſs ſtocks, ſtand {till 
and conſider whither you are going: if you have 
the reaſon and underſtanding of men, dare not to 
run into the flames, and fall into hell with your 
eyes open, but bethink yourſelves, and ſet to the 
work of repentance. What! Men, and yet run 
into the pit, when the very beaſts will not be for- 
ced in ! What! endowed with reaſon, and yet 
dally with death and hell and the vengeance of 
the Almighty ! Will you not haſten your eſcape 
from eternal tormems? O! ſhew yourſelves 


men, and let reaſon prevail with you: is it a 


reaſonable thing for you to contend againſt the 
Lord your Maker? Or, to harden yourſelves againft 
his word, as though the ſtrength of Iſrael would Lye? 
Is it reaſonable that an underſtanding creature 
ſhould loſe, yea, live quite againſt the very end of 
his being, and be as a broken pitcher, only fit for 
the dunghill ? Hear, O heavens, and give ear, 0 
earth, and let the creatures without ſenſe be judges 
if this be reaſon, that man, whom God hath 
nourtſhed and brought up, ſhould rebel againſt him! 
Judge in your ownlelves ; is it a reaſonable un- 
derſtanding for briars and thorns to ſet themſelves 
in battle againſt the devouring fire? Iſa, xxvii. 
4 ; or for the potſherd of the earth to ſtrive with 
its Maker? By fa 

What ſhall I ſay ? I could ſpend myſelf in this 
argument. O that you would but hearken to me ! 
And that you would preſently ſet upon a new 
courſe! Will you not be made clean ? I 

al 
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ſhall it once be? Reader, ſhall I prevail with thee 


for one? Wilt thou fit down and conſider, whe- 
ther it be not beſt to turn: come and let us reaſon 
together: is it good for thee to be here? Wilt 
thou fit {till till the tide come upon thee P Is it 
good for thee to try whether God will be ſo good 


as his word, and to harden thyſelf in a conceit that 


all is well with 'thee, while thou remaineſt un- 


ſanctified p 
O diſtracted finners ! What will their end be! 
What will they do in the day of viſitation ? Whi- 


ther will they flee for help? Where will they leaue 


their glory ? Ia. x. 3. How. powerfully. hath fin 
bewitched them! How effettually hath the god. 


of this- world blinded them!] How. ſtrong is the 


deluſion ! how uncircumciſed. their ears! how 


obdurate their hearts !: Satan hath them at his 
beck. But how long may I.call,. and can get no. 
_ anſwer ? Though I tell them there is death in the 


cup, yet they will, take it up; though I:tell them: 
tis the broad way, and endeth in deſtruction, yet 
they will go on in it; I warn them, yet cannot. 
win them. Sometimes 1 think the mercies of 
God will melt them, and his winning invitations 
will overcome them; but I find them as they 
were : ſometimes that the terror of the Lord will. 
perſuade them: yet neither will this do it. I am. 
tothem as the lovely ſong of one that hath a plea- 
ſagt voice, yet. I. cannot get them to come under. 


Chriſt's yoke.. What hall I do for the daughter of 


my people ? O Lord God.help !' Alas , fhall I leave 
them thus ? If they will not hear me, yet do thou: 
hear me, O that they may yet live in thy feght | Lord 


fave them, or elſe they periſh, My heart would melt 


to fee their houſes on fire about their ears, when they, 
were faſt aſleep in their beds; and fhall not my ſout: 
be moved within me, to fee them falling into endleſs. 


perdition | Lord, have compaſſion, and ſave them out 


of the burning ; put forth thy divine power, and the 
work will be done but. as. for me, I cannot. prevail. 
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CHAP. IV. 


 Shewing the Marks of the Unconverted, 


Hz O allſearching Light, and let thy diſ- 


cerning eye diſcover the rotten foundation 
of the ſelf-deceiver: and lead me, O Lord God, 
as thou didſt the prophet, into the chambers of 
Imagery, and dig through the wall of ſinners' 


hearts, and diſcover the hidden abominations that 


are lurking out of fight. O ſend thy angel before 
me, as thou didſt before Peter, and make even the 
iron gates to fly open of their own accord, And 
as Jonathan no ſooner taſted the honey but his 


eyes were enlightened, ſo grant, O Lord, that 


when the poor decsived ſouls ſhall caſt their eyes 


upon thele lines, their minds may be illuminated, 


and their conſciences awakened, that they may 
ſee with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
be converted, and thou mayeſt heal them! 

This muſt be premiſed, that 'tis certain men 
may have a conhdent perſuaſion that their hearts 


and ſtates are good, and yet be unſound, Yea, 


they may be confident they are rich, and increaſed 
in grace. There is a generation that are pure in their 
own eyes, and yet are not wajhed from their filthineſs, 
Prov. xxx. 12. 90 that they are miſerably de- 
ceived that take a ſtrong confidence for a ſuffici- 


— 


ent evidence. They that have no better proof 


than a ſtrong perſuaſion that they are converted, 
are certainly ſtrangers to converſion, 

But ſome of the unconverted carry their marks 
in their forehead more openly ; and ſome in their 
hands more covertly. The apoſtle reckons u 
ſome upon whom he writes the ſentence of death; 
as in theſe dreadful catalogues, which 1 beſeech 
you to attend to with all diligence, Eph. v. 5, 6. 
For this you know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean 
perſon, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath 

| any 
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any inheritance in the kingdom of Chriſt and of God. 


Let no man decerve you with vain words, for becauſe 
of theſe things cometh the wrath of God upon the chil- 
dren of diſobedience, Rev. xxi. 8. But the fearful. 
and unbelieving, and abominable, and murderers, and 
whoremongers, and ſorcerers, and idolaters, and all 
liars, ſhall have theꝛr part in the lake that-burneth 
with fire and brimſtone, which ts the ſecond death, 2 
Cor. vi. 9, 10. Kno- ye not that the unrighteous 


ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived 


neither fornicators, nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves with mankind, 
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 


nor exlortioners, all inherit the kingdom of Go; 


ſee Gal. v. 19, 20. Woe to them that have their 
name written in theſe rolls; ſuch may know, as 


certainly as if God had told them from heaven, 


that they are under an impoſſibility of being ſaved 
in this condition. 


Theſe (paſt all diſpute) are unconverted; they. 


carry their marks in their forcheads. 

1. The Unclean. Theſe are ever reckoned amon 
the goats, and have their names in all the before- 
mentioned catalogues. 


2. The Covetous, Theſe are ever branded for: 
idolaters, and the doors of the kingdom are ſhut 


- 
* 


againſt them by name. a 

g. Drunkards, Not only ſuch as drink away. 
their reaſon, but ſuch as are ſtrong for ſtrong 
drink, The Lord fills his mouth with woes againſt 
theſe, and declares them to have no inheritance 
in the kingdom of God, | ' 

4. Liars, The God that cannot lie has told 
them, that there 1s no place for them in his king- 
dom, | 


5. Swearers. The end of theſe, without deep and. 

ſpeedy repentance, is ſwift deſtruction. | 
6. Railers and Backbtiters, that take up a-re- 
proach againſt their neighbour, or wound him be- 
hind his back, | 8 SF 
7. Thieves, 


5 | 
A 
oo * 
iP N 
1 
1 
: 4 o L [ 
| 
Wn. | bh { 
os al | 
Wo | | * 1 
1 . 
8 TC! 
| 
. Thi 2 
4 4 * d 
' * [| 
; 11 
& 4 
1 [ ] 
10 5 
q 's : . | 
1 1 1 [> 
k +. 3 
1 Fel 
1 i U * 
3 'F 1 
| Fl, 
" WE 
of 1 
* 1 
Wy Fe 
jF 4 ell 
-Þ 7 . 
#, \ 5 
1 ; | 
WL \ » 
= 
1 
| l 


A : . 5 
N Wy Ty 


2 r —— — 2 __ er 
— . 2 The _ — — — 


SAT. A TU < « 
5 


a 
* 


ys 
* 


* 
tl 
Wn 
1 
Hy 
4 1 
1 * 

0 1 _— 

i 23 
t 1 1 

4 
79 4 1 
1 bi 

all i t = 
4 10. 4 

3»; 

n 
Al Jy 15 14 
Ly. q 
Ky: 12 
17 

1. 

* 
* 

24 * 

i 5 
bi 
+ TH | 
| it 9 
1 5 
* « 
bl. 
& : 

= 2 


—— 
* rien 
atk SW 
A 
= * 


dee = a CE 


F 
= 3B — 1 


w 2 6 
E b 7 - * 8 - 
K 22 3 * tat * I a * 
2 3323 „ = x" abs — * - r — 1 
. . 00 toc. mT 7, © 
— — ——_— 2 e 2 1 of . E 
— 
lere 


. 7 - 6,” 
12 I — . at 35 
—  —— —ü k — 3 * 
0 — — * 


—̃ D— 


WES 


— 


* * "2 — — = — * * 
F Page. Ae” n E 
N - * . — * = 2 * — 
2 


Err 
- N * 


— — 
3 * 
2 


— 
> * 4 
— — - 


— 
— 2 „„ 
> : OE IE DEI n 
— —A rp ces 4 
_— — . 
— . 
m 


— —— . : 


— 
* 

— — 

— 


6 


63 The Marks of the Unconverted; | 


7. Thieves, eatortioners, . that over- reach 
their brethren, when they have them at an advan- 
tage: theſe muſt know that God is the avenger of 
all ſuch, 1 Theſſ. iv. 6; Hear, O ye falſe and pur- 
loining and waſteful ſervants ; hear, O.ye-deceit= 

ful tradeſmen, hear your fentence : God will cer- 
tainly hold his door againſt. you, and turn your- 

treaſures of unrighteouſneſs into the treaſures of. 
wrath, and make your ill-gotten ſilver and gold: 
to torment you like burning metal in your bowels. 

8. All that: live in the negledt of God's worſhip, that. 
Hear not his word, that call not on his name, that 
reſtrain prayer before God, that: mind: not their 
own or their family's ſouls. 
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Sinner, conſider diligently whether thou art 
not to be found. in one of theſe ranks; for if this 
be thy caſe, thou art in the gall of bitterneſs and 
in the bond of 1n1quity.; for all theſe carry their. 
marks in their forehcads, and are undoubtedly the: 
ſons of death, . | 
And if ſa, the Lord pity our poor congrega- 
tions. O how {mall a number will be left, when 
theſe are out! Alas, on how many doors, on how 
many faces mul we write, Lord have mercy upon 
us  Sirs,. what ſhift do you make to keep up 
your confidence of your good ſtate, when God: 
from heaven declares againſt you, and pronounces 
you in a ſtate of damnation ? Beloved, God hath: 
written it.as with a ſun-beamin the book by which. 
you muſt be judged, that none ſuch (except re- 
newed by converting grace, ſhall eſcape the dam- 
nation of hell. 8 
And now I imagine many will begin to bleſs. 
themſelves, and think all is well, becauſe they 
cannot be ſpotted with graſs evils ; but I muſt tell: 
you, that there are another ſort of unſanQified, 
zerſans that carry not their marks in their fore- 
fad, but more ſecretly in their hands; theſe fre-. 
quently, deceive themſelves and others, and paſs- 
for good Chriſtians, Many: paſs undiſcovered till: 
death and judgment bring all to light. Brethren, I. 
| beſeech 
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beſeech you deeply to lay to heart this awakening 
conſideration, Tat multitudes miſcarry by the hand 
of ſome ſecret ſin that is not only hidden, from others, 
but, for want of obſerving their own hearts, even from 
themſelves, A man may be free from open pollu- 
tions, and yet die at laſt by the fatal hand of fome 1 
unobſerved iniquity. And there are theſe follow- N 
ing hidden fins, through which ſouls go downby 
numbers into the chambers of death. As you love 
your lives, read carefully, with a holy jealouſy of 
yourſelves, leſt you ſhould be the perſons con- 
cerned. | 
1. Wilful ignorance. O how many poor ſouls 
doth this fin kill in the dark! While they think 
verily they have good hearts, and are in the rea- 
dy way to heaven! This is the murderer that 
diſpatcheth thouſands in a filent manner, 'when 
they ſuſpect nothing. Ah! would it not have 
grieved a man's heart to have ſeen the woeful 
ipeQacle, when the poor Proteſtants were ſhut up 
(a multitude together) in a barn, and a butcher 
comes, and cas them one by one (blindfold) to 
a block, where he ſlew them one after another? 
But how much more ſhould your hearts bleed to 
tbink of the hundreds, in great congregations, 
that wilful ignorance doth butcher in ſecret, and 
lead blindfold to the block? Beware this be not 
your Cale : make no plea for ignorance : if you 
{pare that fin, know that it will not ſpare you: 
and would a man keep a murderer in his boſom . 
2. Secret reſerves in cloſing with Chriſt. To for- 
ſake all for Chriſt, to hate Father 'and Mother, 
yea, a man's own life for him; This is a hard 
ſaying. Some will do much, but they will not be 
entirely devoted to Chriſt ; they muſt have the 
{weet lin; they have ſecret exceptions for life, 
liberty, or eſtate, Many take Chriſt thus, hand 
over head, and never caſt up the coſt ; and this 
error in the foundation marsall, and ſecretly ruins. 
them for ever. 
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g. Formality in religion. Many reſt in the out- 
ſide of religion, in the external performances of 
holy duties. And this oft times doth moſt effec- 
tually deceive men, and more certainly undo 
them than open looſeneſs. They hear, they faſt, 
they pray, they give alms, and therefore will not 

believe but their caſe is good. Whereas reſting 
in the work done, and coming ſhort of the in 
ward power of religion, they fall at laſt into the 
burning lake, from the confident perſuafions of 
their being in the ready way to heaven, O dread- 
ful caſe, when a man's religion ſhall ferve only to 
harden him, and effectually to deceive his ſoul ! 
| 4. Trufting in their own righteouſneſs. When 
men truſt in their own xighteouſneſs, they rej<& 
Chriſt's, Beloved, you had need be watchful ; 
for not only your fins, but your duties, may undo 
vou; a man may as certainly miſcarry by his ſeem- 
ing righteouſneſs as by groſs fins ; when he truſts 
to this as his righteouſneſs before God, for the 
latisfying of his juftice, and obtaining of his own 
pardon ; for this is to put Chriſt out of office, 
and make a faviour of our own duties and graces.. 

5. The reſting in a certain ee of religion. When 
they have io much as will fave them (as they ſup. 
poſe) they look no farther, and ſo ſhew them. 

elves ſhort of true grace, which will ever put 
men upon aſpiring to further perfection. 

6. The love of the world. This is the ſure evidence 
of an unſanctified heart, 1 John ii. 16. 

But how cloſe doth this fin lurk oft -· times un- 
der a fair covert of forward profeſſion! Yea, ſuch: 
a power of deceit is there in this fin, that many 
times when every body elſe can. ſee the man's 
worldlineſs, he cannot ſee it himſelf, but hath ſo 
many colours, and excuſes, and pretences 
for his eagerneſs on the world, that he doth 
blind his own eyes, and periſh in his ſelf- 
deceit, How many are there, with whom 
the world hath more of their, hearts than 
we. | Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, who mind earthly things, and thereby are 
like to end in deſtruction? Yet aſk theſe men, and 
they will tell you confidently, they prize Chriſt 
above all; God forbid elſe! and fee not their own 
earthly-mindedneſs, for want of a narrow obſer- 
vation of the workings of their own hearts. Did 
they but carefully ſearch, they would quickly find 
that their create content is in the world, Luke 
X!1.19. and their greateſt care and main endea- 
vour is to get and ſecure the world: which is a 
certain diſcovery of an unconverted ſinner. 

7. Refentment againſt thoſe that diſreſpect them, or 
are injurious to them, O how do many that ſeem 
to be religious, remember injuries and carry 
grudges, and will return men as good as they 
bring, rendering evil for evil, directly againſt the 
rule of the goſpel, the pattern of Chriſt, and the 
nature of God. Doubtleſs where this evil is kept 
in the heart, that perſon is in a ſtate of death. 

Reader, doth nothing of this touch thee? Art 
thou in one of the fere-mentioned ranks? O 
ſearch, and ſearch again! take thy heart ſolemnly 
to taſk ; woe unto thee, if, after thy profeſſion, 
thou ſhouldſt be found under the power of wikful 
ignorance, loſt in formality, drowned in earthly 
mindedneſs, envenomed with malice, or exalted 
in an opinion of thine own righteouſneſs ; this 
would be a ſad diſcovery, that all thy religion was 
in vain. But J proceed. 

8. Pride. When men love the praiſe of men, 

more than the praiſe of God, tis certain they are 
yet in their ſins. When men ſee not, nor groan, 
under the pride of their own hearts, tis a ſign 
they are ſtark dead in fin, O how ſecretly doth 
this fin live and reign in many hearts, and they 
know it not. | 
9. Carnal ſecurity, or a preſumptuous confidence that 
their condition is already good. Many cry, peace and 
ſafety, when ſudden deſtruction is coming upon 
them. Men are willing to cheriſh in themſelves, 
| | Fn upon 
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upon ever ſo light grounds, a hope that their 
condition is good, and ſo look not out after a 
change, and by this means periſh in their fins. 
Are you at peace? Shew me upon what grounds 
your peace is maintained. Is it Scripture-peace p 
Can you ſhew the diſtinguiſhing marks of a ſound 
believer? If not, fear this peace more than any 
trouble; and know, that a carnal peace doth 
commonly prove the moſt mortal enemy of the 

e enn, ? 

By this time methinks I hear my readers crying 
out with the diſciples, uo then all be ſaved ? 
Set out from among our congregations all the 


profane on the one hand, and then all theſe forts 


of cloſe and ſelf-deceiving hypocrites on the other, 
and tell me then whether it be not a remnant that 
ſhall be ſaved. 

And now, conſcience, do thy office; ſpeak out, 
and ſpeak home to him that readeth theſe lines, 
If thou find any of thele marks upon him, thou 
mult pronounce him utterly unclean, Take not 
up a lie into thy mouth, ſpeak not peace to him, 
to whom God ſpeaks no peace. I require thee in 
the name of God, to go with me to the ſearch of 
the ſuſpected houſe. Wilt thou hold thy peace 
at ſuch atime as this? I adjure thee by the living 
God, that thou tell us the truth. Is the man con- 
verted, or is he not? Doth he allgw himſelf in 
any way of ſin, or doth he not? Doth he truly 
love, and pleaſe, and delight in God, or not 
Come, put it to an iſſue, 


Ho long ſhall this ſoul live at uncertZaties ? 


O conſcience! bring in thy verdi&. Is this man 


anew man, or is he not? Ilow doſt thou find it? 
Hath there paſs'd a thorough and mighty change 
upon him, or not? When was the time? where 
was the place? or what was the means by which 
this thorough change was wrought in his ſoul ? 
Speak, Conſcience; or if thou canſt not tell time 
and place, canſt thou ſhew Scripture-evidence that 
the work 1s done? Hath the man ever been taken 
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eff from his falſe bottom, from the falſe hopes, 


and falſe peace wherein he once truſted? Hath 


he been convinced of fin, and of his loſt and un- 


done condition, and brought out of himſelf, and 


off from his fins, to give himſelf up entirely to 


Jeſus Chriſt? Or, doſt thou not find him to this 
day under-the power of ignorance, or in the mire 
of profaneneſs? Haſt thou not taken upon him 
the gains of unrighteouſneſs ? 
find him a ſtranger to prayer, a neglecter of the 
word, a lover of this preſent world? Doſt thou 
not often catch him in a lie?  Dolt thou not find 
his heart fermented with malice, or burning with 
luſt, or going after his covetouſneſs? 


thou acquit this man, this woman, from being 
one of the characters here deſcribed? If he be 
found to be one of them, ſet him aſide; he muſt 
be converted, and made a new creature, or elſe 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
Beloved, be not your own. betrayers, 
deceive your own hearts, nor ſet your hands to 
your own ruin, by a wilful blinding of yourſelves. 
Set up a tribunal in your own brealts, bring the 
word and conſcience together. O! follow the 


{earch till you have found how the caſe ſtands ;. 
miſtake her: and periſh. And ſuch is the treach- _ 
ery of the nett, the ſubtlety of the tempter, and 


the deceitfulneſs of fin: and withal, ſo common 


and eaſy it is to be miſtaken, that tis a theuſand + 
to one but 72 will be deceived, unleſs you be 


very careful and impartial in the enquiry: OY 


therefore, ply your work, go to the bgtiom, ſearch 


with candles, weigh yourſelf in the balance, come 
to the ſtandard of the ſanctuary, bring your coin 
to the touchſtone. 

can draw to the life ; there is nothing but he can 
imitate : you cannot wilh for any grace, but he 
can fit you to a.hair with a counterfeit, 
warily, look on every piece you take; be jealous; 


truſt not your own hearts. Run to God to ſearch 
IS 2 nn you 


Doſt thou not 


Speak 
plainly to all the forementioned particulars: canſt 


Do not 


Satan is maſter of deceit; he 
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74 The Miſeries of the Unconverted. 

you and try you; to examine you, and prove 
your reins. If other helps ſuffice not to bring all 
to an iſſue, but you are {till at a loſs, open your 
Caſes faithfully to ſome godly. and faithful Mi- 
niſter, Mal, 11. 7, reſt not till you have put the 
. buſineſs of your eternal welfare out of queſtion. 
. C! Searcher of kearts, put thou this foul upon, and 

leib him in his ſearch. | 


4 
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| H A F. v. 
Shiewing the Miſeries of the Unconverted. 
00 unſpeakably dreadful is the caſe of every 


unconverted foul, that I have ſometimes 
thought, if I could but convince men that they 
were yet in a great meaſure unregenerate, the 
work would be done, | 


But I ſadly experience, that ſuch a ſpirit of 


Loth and lumber poſſeſſeth the unſanctified, that 
though they be convinced they are unconverted, 
yet they careleſsly fit ſtill: and what through 
pleaſures, or worldly buſineſs, or noiſe and cla- 
mour of earthly cares and affections, the voice of 
conſcience is drowned, and men go no farther 
than ſome cold wiſhes, and gene purpoſes of 
amending. * 

Tis therefore of high neceſſity that I not only 
- convince men that they are unconverted, but en- 
deavour to bring them to a ſenſe of the fearful 
miſery of this (tate. 


But, What tongue can tell the heirs of hell 


ſufficiently of their miſery! Where is the ready 
writer, whoſe pen can decypher theix miſery that 
are without God in the world? Who knowet} 
(faith Moſes ) the power of thine anger? And how 
ſhall I tell men that which I do not know? Yet 
ſo much we know, as one would think would 


( 


ſhake the heart of that man that had the leaſt 


degree of ſenſe, . 
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But could I uncover the face of the deep and 
the devouring gulph of Tophet, in all its terrors, 
and open the gates of the infernal furnace, alas 


he hath no eyes to ſee it. He neither doth, nor 


can know the things of God, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned. He is a child of darkneſs, 


and walks in darkneſs, Yea, the light in him 


is darknels, Fi 
Shall'I ſound in his ear the terrible trump of 
God's Judgments, that one would think ſhould 
make both his ears to tingle, looſe his joints, and? 
make his knees {mite one againſt another! Yet, 
alas, he perceives me not, he hath no ears to 
hear. we | 


Which way then ſhall I come at the miſerable” 


objects that I have to deal with? Who ſhall make 
the heart of ſtone to relent? Or the lifeleſs car- 
caſe to feel and move? That God that is able of 
ſtones to raiſt up children unto Abraham, that loves 


to work like Himfelf, beyond the hopes and 
belief of man; that peopleth his church with dry 


bones; he is able to.do this. 'Therefore I bow 
my knee to the moſt high God; and as our Saviour 


prayed at the ſepulchre of Lazarus, ſo doth your 


mourning miniſter kneel about your graves, and 


carry you in Ae arma of prayet to that God in 


whom your help is found. 
O thou all- powerful Jehova, that workeſt, and 


none can let thee! that haſt the keys of death and 
hell, pity thou the dead ſouls that lie here en- 


tombed, and roll away the grave-ſtone, and ſay, 


as to Lazarus when already ſtinking, Come forth, 


Lighten thou this darkneſs, O inacceſſible Light, 
and let the day ſpring from on high viſit the dark 


regions of the dead, to whom'I ſpeak ; for thou 
canſt open the eyes that death itlelf hath cloſed, 
thou that formedſt the ear, canſt reſtore the hear- 


ing; ſay thou to meſe ears, Ephphatha, and they 
ſhall be opened. Give thou eyes to ſee thine ex- 
celtencies ; a taſte that may reliſh thy ſweetneſs; 


a ſoent that may ſavour thy ointments; a feeling 
ice ny pd ; a feeling 


that 
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76 The Miſeries of the Unconyerted. 


that may diſcern the privilege of thy favour; the 


burden of thy wrath; the intolerable whe a of 


' unpardoned ſin; and give thy ſervants order to 


propheſy to the dry bones, and let the effects of 
this prophecy be as of thy prophet, when he 


propheſied the Valley of dry bones into a livin 


army exceeding great. But I-muſt proceed, as 


am able, to unfold that myſtery, which no tongue 


can fully unfold, no heart can ſufficiently com- 


- prehend. Know therefore, that while thou art 


unconverted, 1 | 
I. The infinite God is engaged againſt thee. 
Thou art not only without God, but God is 


againſt thee. O! if God would but ſtand a neuter, 


though he did not own: or help the poor ſinner, 


his caſe were not ſo deeply miſerable, though God 
ſhould give up the poor creature to the will of 


his enemies, to do their worſt with him; though 


he ſhould deliver him over to the tormentors, 


that devils might tear and torture-him to their ut- 


moſt power and {kill, yet this was not half fo 


fearful, But God will ſet himſelf againſt -the 
inner; and, believe it, Tis a fearful thing to fall 


into the hands of the living God. There is no friend 


like him, no enemy like him. As much as heaven 


is above the earth, ſo much more horrible is it to 


fall into the hands of the living God, than.into 


the paws of bears or lions, yea, furies or devils. 
Thy deſtruction ſhall come from the preſence of 
the Lord, 2 Theff. i. 9. *Zophet is deep and large, 


and the wrath of the Lord, like a river of brim- 
ſtone, doth kindle it, Iſa, xxx. 33. If God be 
againit thee, who fhall be for thee ? If one man 
{in againſt another, the Judge ſhall judge him; 
but if a man fin againſt the Lord, who ſhall in- 


Feat for him P 1 Sam. ii. 25. Thou, even thou art 


to be feared ; and who ſhall ſtand in thy fight, when 


| thou art once angry 1 


dinner! methinks, this ſhould go like a dagger 
to thy heart, to know that God is thine enemy: O 
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whither wilt thou go? Where wilt thou ſhelter: 
thyſelf? There's no hope for thee; unleſs thou 
lay down thy weapons, and ſue out ' thy pardon, 
and get Chriſt to ſtand thy friend, and make thy 
cace : if it were not for this, thou mighteſt go 
into ſome howling wilderneſs, and there pine in 
ſorrow, and run mad for anguiſh of heart and 
horrible deſpair : but in Chriſt there is a poſſibi- 
lity of mercy for thee, yea, a proffer of mercy to 
thee, that thou mayelt have God to be more for 
thee than he is now againſt thee ; but if thou wilt 
not forſake thy fins, nor turn thoroughly, and to 
{ome purpole, to God by a found Converſion, the 
wrath of God abideth onthee, and he proclaimeth 
himſelf to be againſt thee, as in the prophet Eze- 
kiel, v. 8, Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, 
Behold, I, even I am againſt thee. pe, 
Firſt, his Juſtice is like a flaming ſword un- 
ſheathed againlt thee : If IT whet my glittering. 
{word, and my hand take hold on judgment, I. 
will render vengeance to mine adverſaries, . and: 
will reward.them that hate me; I will make mine 
arrows drunk with blood, &c. Deut. xxkii. 41,42. 
Divine Juſtice is very. ſtrict, it muſt have ſatiſ- 


faction to the utmoſt farthing, it denounceth in- 


dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh to 
every ſoul. that doth evil. It curſeth every one 
that continueth not in every.thing that is written 
in the Iaw, to do it. The Juſtice of God to the 


unpardoned ſinner, that hath a ſenſe of his miſery 


is more terrible than the ſight of the Judge and 
bencli to the robber, or of the irons and gibbet to 
the guilty murderer, When Juſtice fits upon life 
and death, O what dreadful work doth it make: 


wath the wretched {inner | Bind him: hand and 


foot and caſt him into outer darkneſs ; there ſhall be 
weeping and warling and gnaſhing of teeth, Matt. xxii. 
2g. Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, 
Matt. xxv. 41. This is the terrible ſentence that 
Juſtice pronounceth. Why ſinner, by this ſevere 

. * 3 | Juſtice 
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Juſtice muſt thou be tried ! And, as God liveth, 


this killing ſentence ſhalt thou hear, unleſs thou | 


repent and be converted, 


"Secondly, The power of Cod is againſt thee, The 
glory of God's power is to be diſplayed in the 


wonderful deſtruction of them that obey not the 
goſpel, 2 Theſſ. i. 8, 9. He will make his power 
known in them, Rom. ix, 22. O man! art thou able 
to make thy party good with thy Maker ? No 
more than a reed againſt the cedars of God, ora 
Cock-boat againſt the tumbling ocean. ; 

Sinner, the power of God's anger is againſt thee, 
and power and anger together make fearful work: 


were better thou hadſt all the world in arms. 
againſt thee, than to have the power of God 


againſt thee, There's noeſcaping his hands, no 
breaking his priſon. ' The thunder of his power 
who can underſtand ? Job xxvi. 14. Unhappy 
man that ſhall underſtand it by feeling it ! If he 


will contend with him, he cannot anſwer him. 


one of a thouſand, He is wiſe in heart, and 
mighty in ſtrength : who hath hardened himſelf 
againſt him and proſpered, who removeth the, 
mountains, and they know 1t not ; who overturn- 


eth them in his anger; who ſhaketh the earth out 
of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble; who. 


commandeth the ſun, and it riſeth not, and ſealeth 
up the ſtars ? Behold he taketh away, who can 
hinder him, Who will ſay unto. him, what doeſt 
thou ? If God will not withdraw his anger, the. 
proud-hetpers do ſtoop under him.“ Job ix. g, 4, 
5,6, &c, And art thou a fit match. for ſuch an an- 
tagoniſt ? O conſider this, you that forget God, leſt 


he tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver you, 


Pialm I. 22. 5 
+ Thirdly, The truth of God is againſt thee, If he 
be true and faithful, thou muſt, periſh if thou goeſt 
on. Unleſs he be falſe to his word, thou muſt die, 
except thou repent. If we believe not, yet he 


abideth faithful, he cannot deny himſelf. That is, 


he is faithful to his threatenings, as well as promiſes,” 
and will ſkew his faithfulneſs in our confuſion, if 
| | | j We 


OO + ov FH, on ty FP uk, 6c 4 


OO ND OE OOPS C 


£2 ky 


= =. 4 
9 - * 6s 4 7 
7 * 15 7 9 


we believe not. God hath told hee, as 3 as 


it can be ſpoken, that except thou be converted, thou 


ſhalt in no wiſe enter into the kingdom of heaven: and 


he abideth faithful, he cannot deny himſelf: Be- 
loved, as the i utabie faithfulneſs of God in his 
promlſcaafſords believers ſtrong coniolation, fo it 
is to unbelievers for ſtrong coni{ternation and con- 
fuſion. O ſinner, tell me, what ſhift doſt thou 
make to think of all the threatenings of God's 
word, that ſtand upon record againſt thee ? Doſt 
thou believe they are truth or not? If not, thou 
art a wretched infidel } And therefore give over 
the name and hopes of a Chriſtian, But if thou 
doſt believe them, O heart of ſteel that thou haſt, 

that canſt walk up and down in quiet, when the 
truth and faithfulneſs of God is engaged to de- 
ſtroy thee ! that if the Almighty: c can do it, thou 
ſhalt ſurely periſh and be damned, Why man! 
the whole book of God doth" teſtify againſt thee, 
while thou remaineſt unfanctified: 
thee in every leaf, and is to thee like Ezekzel's roll, 

written within a without, lamentation, _—_ 
mourning, and woe, 

"Now put all this together, and tell me if the 
eale of the unconverted be not deplorably miſer- 
able; as we read ok ſome perſons that had bound 
themſelves in an oath, and in a curſe, to kill 
Paul, ſo thou muſt know, O ſinner, to thy terror, 
that all the attributes of the infinite God are 


bound in an oath to deſtroy thee, Heb. iii. 28. O 


man ! What wilt thou do ? Whither wilt thou. 
flee ? If God's omniſciency can find thee, thou 
ſhalt not eſcape : if the true and faithful God will 
ſave his oath, periſh thou muſt, except thou believe 
and repent : if the Almighty hath power to tor- 
ment thee, thou ſhalt be perfectly miſerable in 


ſoul and body to all eternity, unleſs it be Prevent- 


ed by ſpeedy converſion. 

II. The whole Creation of God 2s againſt tee. 
The whole Creation (ſaith Paul,) groaneth and tra- 
vaileth in W Rom. viii. 22. But what 1 is it 1 — 

. o 
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the Creation groaneth under ? Why, the fearful 
abuſe that it is ſubjeCt to, in ſerving unſanctified 


men, And what is it that the creation groaneth 
for ? Why, liberty, from this abuſe; for the crea- 
ture is unwillingly ſubjebt to this bondage. If the un- 
reaſonable and inanimate creatures had ſpeech and 
reaſon, they would cry out under it as a bondags 
unſufferable, to be abuſed by the ungodly, . con- 
trary to their natures and the ends which the 
great Creator made them far. It 1s a paſſage of 
an eminent Divine, © There is never a creature, 


but if it had reaſon to know how it is abuſed till 


a man be converted, *twould groan againſt him : 


the land would groan to bear him, the air would 
groan to give him breathing, their houſes would 


roan to lodge them, their beds would groan to 
eale them, their food to nouriſh. them, their clothes 


to cover them, and the creature would groan to 


give them any help and comfort, ſo long as they 
hve ur fin againſt God,” en 

- Methinks this ſhould be a terror to an uncon- 
verted. ſoul; to think he is a burden to the crea- 


tion; Luke iii. 7, Cut it down; why cumbereth it 
the ground ? If the poor inamimate creatures could. 


but ſpeak, they would ſay to the ungadly as Mofes 
to Hrael, Muſt we fetch you water out of the 


rock, ye rebels?” Thy food would ſay, „Lord, 


muſt I nouriſh ſuch a wretch as this, and yield 


forth my ſtrength for him to diſhonour thee with=-- 
al? No, I will choak him rather, if thou wilt. 
give me permiſſion.” The very air would ſay, 
Lord, muſt I give this man breath to ſet his. 
tongue-againſt heaven, and ſcorn thy people, and 
vent hispride, and wrath, and filthy. communica- 
tion, and oaths and blaſphemy againſt thee ? No, 
if thou but ſay the word, he ſhalt be breathleſs. 
for me. A wicked man, the earth groans under. 
him, and hell groans for him, till:death ſatisfies- 
both, and unburdens the earth, and ſtops: the 
mouth of hell with him. While the Lord of: 
Hoſts is againſt thee, be ſure the Holt of the Lord 
is againſt thee, and all the creatures are, as it 
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were, up in arms, till upon a man's converſion the 
controverſy being taken up between God and 
him, he makes a covenant of peace with the crea- 
ture for him. "FE . | 
III. The roaring Lton hath his full power upon 
thee, Thou art faſt in the paw of that Lion that 
is greedily to devour ; In the ſnare of the devil 
led captive by him at his will,” You pity the 
Pane Indians that worſhip the devil for their god, 
ut little think 'tis your own caſe, Why *tis the. 
common miſery of all the unſanctiſied, that the 
devil is their god. Not that they intend to do him 
homage, they will be ready to defy him, and him 
that ſhould ſay ſo of them; but all this while they 
ſerve him, and come and go at his beck, and live 
under his government; his ſervants you are to 
whom ye yield yourſelves to obey. O how many 
then will be found the real ſervants of the devil, 
that take themſclves for children of God! Doubt- 
leſs the liar intends not a ſervice to Satan, but his 
own advantage: yet tis he that ſtands in the 
1 unobſerved, and putteth the thing into his 
r „ 
Doſt thou live in the practice of any known fin? 
know that thou art of the devil. Doſt thou live 
in ſtrife, or envy, or malice ? Verily he is thy 
father. O dreadful caſe! However Satan may 
provide his ſlaves with diverſe pleaſures, yet it is 
but to roll them into endleſs perdition. The Ser- 
pent comes with the apple in his mouth, but thou 


ſeeſt not the deadly ſting in his tail, He that is 


now thy tempter, will one day be thy tormentor. 
O that I could but give thee to ſee, how mercileſs. 

a tyrant thou gratifieſt, all-whoſe pleaſure is, to 
ſet thee on wor k to make thy dammation ſure, and 
to heat the furnace hotter and hotter, in which 
thou muſt burn for millions and millions of ages. 
IV. The guilt of all thy fins lies like a mountain 
upon thee, Poor ſoul ! thou feeleſt it not, but this 
is that Which ſeals thy miſery upon thee. While 
unconverted, none of thy ſins are W pi 
: * low 


* 
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How light ſoever you may make of it now, you 
will one day find the guilt of unpardoned fin to 
be a heavy burden. This is a millſtone, which 
whoſorver falltth upon, all be broken q but upon 
whomfoeoer it all Ft it Mall grind him to powder, 
Matt xxi. 44. What, work did it make with our 
bleſſed Saviour! It preſſed the very blood out 
of his veins, and broke all his bones, And if it 
did this in the green tree, what will it do in the 

gy 1 1 
O think of thy caſe in time. Canſt thou think of 
that threat without trembling, Ye all die in your | 
ins? John viii. 24. O better were it for thee to 
die in a goal, in a dungeon, than die in thy fins, 
If Death, as it will take away all thy other com- c 
forts, would take away thy "* too, it were fome 1 
n but thy fins will follow thee, when 0 
thy friends leave thee, and all worldly enjoyments f 
E 
Þ 


ſhake hands with thee ; thy fins will not die with 
"thee, as a priſoner's other debts will, but they 
will go to judgment with thee, there to be thy ac- 
cuſers ] and they will go to hell with thee, there 
be thy tormentors, Better to have ſo many fiends 
about thee, than thy, ſins to fall upon thee and 
faſten on thee, O the work that Melb will make! 
O look over thy debts in time, how much thou 
art in the books of every one of God's laws; how 


is every one of God's commandments ready to ir 
arreſt thee, and take thee by the throat, for thy b 
innumerable bonds it hath upon thee ? What ge 
wilt thou do then, when they ſhall altogether lay In 
in againſt thee? Hold open the eyes of conſcience 0 
to conſider this, that thou mayeſt deſpair of thy- Ti 
ſelf, and be driven to Chriſt, and fly for refuge, de 
to lay hold on the hope that is ſet before thee. WI 

V. Thy raging luſts do miſerably enflave tee. the 
While unconverted, thou art a very ſervant to an 


ſin, it reigns over thee, and holds thee under its 
dominion, till thou art brought within the bonds 
of God's covenant, 1 b 


What | 
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What a woful ſpeftacle was the poor wretch 
that was poſſeſſed with the legion! Would it not 
have grieved thy heart to have ſeen him amon 
the tombs" cutting. and wounding himſelf 7 This 


is thy caſe, ſuch is thy work, every ſtroke is a 


thruſt at thy heart. Conſcience indeed is now 
aſleep; but when death and judgment ſhall bring 
thee to thy ſenſes, then wilt thou feel the raging, 
{mart and anguiſh of every wound. 

VI. The furnace of eternal vengeance ts heated 


ready for thee, Hell and deſtruction open their 
mouths upon thee, they gape for thee, they groan | 


for thee, waiting as it were with a greedy eye, as 
thou ſtandeſt upon the brink, when thou wilt 
drop in, If the wrath of men be as the roaring of 
a lion, more heavy than the ſand, what is the wrath 
of the infinite God! If the burning furnace heated 
in Nebuchadnezzar's fiery rage, when he command- 
ed it to be made yet ſeven times hotter, was. ſo 
herce as to burn up even thole that drew near to 
it to throw the three children in, how hot is that 


burning oven of the Almighty's fury ! Surely 
this is ſeventy times ſeven more fierce, What 


thinkeſt thou, O man, of being a faggot in hell to 
all eternity ? Can thy heart endure, or can thine 


hands. be ſtrong in the day that 1 ſhall deal with thee, 


faith the Lord of Hoſts? Canſt thou abide the 


everlaſting burnings; canſt thou dwell with con- 
fuming fire ? When thou thalt be as glowing 
iron in hell, and thy whole body and ſoul ſhalt 
be .as perfectly poſſeſſed by God's burning ven- 
eance, as the fiery ſparkling iron when heated 
in the fierceſt forge ? Thou canſt not bear God's 
whip, how then wilt thou endure his ſcorpions ? 


Thou art even cruſhed, and ready to wiſh thyſelf _ 


dead, under the weight of his finger, how then 
wilt thou bear the weight of his loins? How wilt 


thou endure,when God ſhall pour out all his vials, 
and ſet t againſt thed, to torment thee ? 


When 
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84 - The Miſeries of the Uncotiverted:. 
When he ſhall make thy conſcience. the tunnel 
by which he will be pouring his burning wrath 
into thy ſoul for ever, and when he ſhall fill all 
thy pores as full of torment as they are now full 
of fin; when immortality ſhall be thy miſery, and 
to die the death of a brute, and be ſwallowed in 
the gulph of annihilation, would be ſuch a felici- 
ty, as a whole eternity of wiſhes, and an ocean of 
tears ſhall never purchaſe? Now thou canſt put 
off the evil day, and canſt laugh and be merry, and 
forget the terror of the Lord ; but how wilt thou 
hold out, or hold up, when God willcaſt thee into 
a bed of torments, aud make thee to lie down in ſor- 
row? When roarings and blaſphemy ſhall be 
the only mulic, and the wine of the wrath of God, 
Which is poured out without mixture into the 
cup of his indignation, ſhall be thy only drink ? 
When thou ſhalt draw in flames for thy breath, 
and the horrid ſtench of ſulphurſhall be thy only 
perfume? In a word, when the ſmoke of thy 
torment ſhall aſcend for ever, and thou ſhalt have 
no reſt nightor day, no reſt in thy conſcience, no 
eaſe in thy bones, but thou ſhalt be an execration, 
and an aſtoniſhment, and a cuiſe, and a reproach 
for evermore. . 

O ſinner ! ſtop and conſider : if thou art a man, 
and not a ſenſeleſs block, conſider : bethink thy- 


'Telf where thou ſtandeſt ; why, upon the very 


brink of this furnace. As the Lord liveth, * ar 
thy ſoul liveth, there is but a ſtep between thee 
and this. Thou knoweſt not when. thou lieſt 
down, but thou mayeſt be in before the morning: 
thou knoweſt not when thou riſeſt, but thou may- 
eſt drop in before night. Dareſt thou make light 
of this? Walt thou go on in ſuch a dreadful con- 
dition, as if nothing atled tice ? If thou putteſt 
it off, and ſayeſt, Ihis doth not belong to thee, look 
agagaig over the foregoing chapter, and"tell me the 
truth ; are none of theſe black marks found upon 
| ; | thee! 
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thee! Do not blind thine eyes, do not deceive 


nion over thy Maker's works! art thou now be- 
come a ſlave to ſenſe, a ſervant to ſo. baſe an idol 
as thy belly, for no higher felicity than to heap 
together a little rehne1 earth, no more ſni:able to 
thy ſpiritual, immortal nature, than the dirt and 


ſticks? O why doſt thou not bethink thee, 
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thyſelf; ſee thy miſery while thou may'ſt prevent | {2 
it: think what it is to be a vile caſt-out, a damned | 
reprobate, a veſſel of wrath, into which the | i 
Lord will be pouring out his tormenting fury 1 | 
while he hath a being. i 8 | [Þ 
Divine wrath is a fierce (Deut. xxxii. 22.) de- 1 
vouring (Ila, xxxiii. 14.) everlaſting (Matt. xxv. ' =]. 
41-) unquenchable fire, (Matt. iii. 12.) and thy 0 9 
ſoul and body muſt be the fewel upon which it * | 
muſt be feeding for ever, unleſs thou conlider . li 
thy ways, and ſpeedily. turn to the Lord by a 1 
ſound converſion. _ 0 
And is this true indeed? Is this thy miſery ? "1 _ 
Yea, it is as true as God is. Better open thine 1 | 
eyes, and ſee it now, while thou may'ſt remedy 1 _ 
it ; than blind and harden thyſelf, till (to thy | 11 _ 
eternal ſorrow) thou ſhalt feel what thou wouldſt | [if = 
not believe: and if it be true, what doſt thou \: "_ 
mean, to loiter, and linger in ſuch a caſe as this! 2 
Alas for thee, poor man! how effeQually hath 1 
ſin undone thee, and deprived thee even of thy 1. 
reaſon to look after thine own everlaſting good ! 5 i 
O miſerable caitiff! what ſtupidity hath ſurpriſed .- _ 
thee ! O let me knock up and awake this ſleeper, 4 : 
Who dwells within the walls of this fleſh? Is _ = 
there ever a ſoul here, a rational, underſtanding + . 
foul ? Or, art thou only a walking ghoſt, a ſenſe- 145 
leſs lump? Art thou a reaſonable ſoul, and yet 14 
ſo far brutified, as to forget thyſelf immortal, and_ _ Ut! | 
to think thyſelf to be as the beaſts that periſh! 1 
O unhappy ſoul, that waſt the glory of man, the void 
mate of angels, and the image of God!] that waſt N 
God's repreſentative in the world, and haſt the 1 
{ſupremacy amongſt the creatures, and the domi- FW; g 


15 
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where thou ſhalt be forever? Death is at hand, 


the Judge is even at the door, Yet a little while, 


and time fhall be no longer. And wilt thou run 
the hazard of continuing in ſuch a ſtate, in 
which if thou'be overtaken, thou art irrecover- 
ably miſerable. 5 | ; 
me then, ariſe, and attend thy neareſt con- 
cernments: tell me, whither art thou going? 
What! wilt, thou live in ſuch a courſe, wherein 
every act is a ſtep to-perdition; and thou doſt not 
know. but the next night thou may'ſt make thy 
bed in hell? O!] if thou haſt a ſpark of reaſon, 
conſider and turn, and hearken to thy friend, 
who would ſhew thee thy preſent miſery, that 
thou mighteſt eſcape, and be eternally happy. 
Hear what the Lord ſaith: Fear ye not me, ſaith 
the Lord ! Will ye not tremble at my [preſence ? Jer. 
v. 22. O linners! do you make light of te wrath 
to come? I am ſure there is a time coming, when 
you will not make light of it. Why, the very 
devils believe and tremble. What! are you more har- 
dened than they? Will you run upon the edge 


of the rock? Will you play at the hole of the 


alp? Will you put your hand upon the cocatrice- 
den? Will you dance upon the fire till you are 


- burnt? Or dally with devouring wrath as if you 


were at a point of indifference whether you did 
eſcape or endure it? There is nothing ſo diſtract- 
ed as the wilful ſinner, that goeth on in his 
unconverted ſtate, as if nothing ailed him. Is it 
wiſdom to dally with the ſecond death, or to 
venture into the lake that burneth with fire and 
brimſtone, as if thou wert but going to waſh thee, 
or to ſwim for thy recreation p Witt thou, as it 
were, jump into eternal flames, as the children 
through the bonfire? What ſhall I ſay? I can 


find out no expreſſion, no compariſon, whereby 
to ſet forth the dreadful diſtraction of that ſoul 


hat will go on in ſin. 


Awake, 


P e Won oy Yo a. r . . TREO TT 8 .. On "ON "hog 


ka ic wo ico [ x» 0a o-©mo Kc food a ao _ 


a of A «© 


. 9 = 


The Miſeries of the Unconverted. 87 


Awake, awake, O ſinner ? ariſe and take thy 
flight: there is but one door that thou mayeſt flee 
by, and that is the ſtrait door of Converſion. Un- 
leſs thou turn unfeignedly from all thy fins, and 
come unto Jeſus Chriſt, and take him for the 
Lord thy righteouſnefs, and walk in him in holi- 
neſs and newneſs of life, —as the Lord liveth, it 
is not more certain that thou art now out of hell, 
than that thou ſhalt without fail be in it, but a 
few days or nights hence. O ſet thy heart to think 
of thy caſe. Is not thine everlaſting miſery or 
welfare that which doth deſerve a little conſidera- 
tion Look again overthe miſeries of the uncon- 
verted. If the Lord hath not ſpoken by me, re- 
gard me not; but if it be the very word of God, 


that all this miſery lies upon thee, what a caſe 


art thou in! Is it for one that hath his" ſenſes, to 
Iive in ſuch a condition, and not to make all poſſi- 
ble expedition for preventing his utter ruin ? 
O man ! who hath bewitched thee, that in the 
matters of this preſent life thou ſhouldſt be wiſe 
enough to forecaſt thy buſineſs, and foreſee thy 
danger ; but in matters of everlaſting conſequence 
ſhould be careleſs, as if they little concerned thee? 
Why, is it nothing to thee to have all the attri- 
bates of God engaged againſt thee ! Canſt thou 
do well without his favour ! Canſt thou eſcape 
his hands, or endure his vengeance ! Doſt thou 
hear the creation groaning under thee, and hell 
groaning for thee, and yet think thy caſe good 
enough ! Art thou in the paw of the lion, under 
the power of corruption, in the dark noiſome 

priſon, working out thy own damnation, and is 
not this worth confidering ! Doſt thou laugh at 
hell and deſtruction, or canſt thou drink th&en- 
venomedcup of the Almighty's fury, as if it were 

but a common potion ! | : 

. Gird up now thy loins like a man, for IT will demand 

of thee, and anſwer thou me. Art thou ſuch a Le- 
viathan, as that the ſcales of thy pride ſhould keep- 
thee from thy Maker's coming at thee ! Wilt thou 
| | H 2 eſteem 
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eſteem his arrows as ſtraw, and the inſtruments 
of death as rotten wood? Art thou the chief of 
all the children of pride, even that thou ſhouldſt 
count his darts as ſtubble, and laugh at the ſhaking 
of his ſpear ? Art thou made without fear, and 
contemneſt his barbed irons ? Art thou like the 
Horle that paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in 
his ſtrength? Doſt thou mock at fear, and art 
not affrighted, neither turneſt back from God's 
ſword, when his quiver rattleth againſt thee, the 
glittering ſpear and the ſhield? Well, if the 
threats of the word will not awaken thee, I am 
fure Death and Judgment will. O what wilt thou 
do, when the Lord cometh forth againſt thee, 
and in his fury falleth upon thee ? If when Da- 
niel's enemies were caſt into the den of lions, 
both they and their wives and their children, the 
lions had the maſtery of them, and brake all their 
bones in pieces ere ever they came at the bottom 
of the den ; what ſhall be done with thee, when 
thou falleſt into the hands of the living God, 
when he ſhall cruſh thee into a thoufand pieces 
in his wrath P | 

O, do not then contend with God! Repent and 
be converted, ſo none of this ſhall come upon thee, 
Iſaiah lv. 6, 7, Seek ye the Lord, while he may 
be found ; call upon him, while he is near. Let 
the wicked forfake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts ; and let him return unta the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to 


our God for he will abundantly pardon, 
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EFORE thou readeſt theſe Dire&ions, F 


charge thee before God. and his holy angels, 


thou reſolve to follow them (as far as conſcience 
mall be convinced of their agreeablenefs to God's: 


word) and call in his aſſiſtance that they may ſuc- 


ceed: and as I have ſought the Lo RD, and con- 


ſulted his Oracles, what advice to give thee, ſo 


muſt thou entertain it with that awe, reverence, 


and purpoſe of obedience, which the word ofthe- 
living God doth require. | 
Nov then attend: Set thine heart unto all that F 


all teftify unto thee this day: for it is not a vain 
thing, it is your life. This is the end of all that 
Has been ſpoken hitherto, to bring you to make 


uſe of God's means for your converſion. I would: 
not trouble you, nor formen you before your tima, 
with the thoughts of your eternal miſery; but in 
order to your making your eſcape. Were you. 


ſhut up under your preſent miſery without reme- 
dy, it were but mercy to let you alone, that you 


might-take that poor comfort: you are capable of- 


in this world; 1ut you may yet be happy, if you 


do not wilfully refuſe the means of your recovery, 


behold, I hold open the door to you; arife, take- 
your flight: I fet the way of life before you, walk. 


in it, and you favor tg and not die. It grieves me: 
to think you ſhould be your own-murderers, and: 
throw yourſelves headlong, when God cries. out: 
to you, ſpare thyſelf; * | 
ould it not grieve a perſon of any humanity, 
if in the time of a raging plague he ſhould have a. 
receipt that would infallibly cure all the eountry, 
and recover the moſt hopeleſs patients, and yet 
his friends and neighbours ſhould die by hundreds; 
about him, becauſe. they wouldtnot uſe it ? Merr. 
. H. | 0 and 
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9o Directions for Converſion. 


and brethren, though you carry the certain ſymp- 
toms of death, yet I have a receipt that will cure 
you all : follow but theſe dire&ions, and if you 
do not then win heaven, I will be contented to 
. loſeit, 

Hear then, O ſinner! and as ever thou wouldſt 
be converted, embrace this counſel. 

Direct. I. Set it down as. an undoubted truth, that 
it is impoſſible for thee ever to get to heaven in this 
unconverted tate. Can any other but Chriſt ſave 
thee? And he tells thee he never will do it, ex- 
cept thou be converted, Doth he not keep the 
keys of heaven? And canſt thou get in without 
his leave ? As thou mult, if ever thou come this 
ther without a thorough renovation. 

Direkt. II. Labour to get a lively fenſe and feeling 
of thy fins. Till men are weary and heavy-laden, 
and fick of fin, they will not come to Chriſt, for 
eaſe and cure. They mult ſet themſelves down 
for dead men before they will come to Chriſt, that 
they may have life. Labour therefore to ſet all 
thy fins in order before thee, never be afraid to. 
look upon them, but let thy ſpirit make diligent 
ſearch, Inquire into thine heart, and into thy 
life; enter into a thorough examination of thy= 
felf, and all thy ways, that thou mayeſt make a 
Full diſcovery ; and call in the help of God's 
Spirit, for it is his work to convinee of ſin, 
Spread all before the face of thy conſcience, till. 
thy heart and eyes be fet abroach: leave nat ſtrive 
ing with God, and thy own ſoul, till it cry out 
under the ſenſe of thy fins, What muſt I do to be 
Javed. To this purpoſe, 

Meditate on the numerouſneſs of thy fins. David's, 
heart failed when he thought of this, and conſi- 
dered that he had more {ins than hairs, This made 
him cry out upon the multitude of God's tender 
mercies. Look back ward: where was ever the 
Place, what was ever the time, in which thou didſt. 
not ſin Look inward: what part or power canſt: 
 thouhad. in ſouLor body, but it. is poiſoned Hy, | 
* : | nn. I. 
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© Sn ? What duty doſt thou ever perform, into 
which poiſon is not ſhed? O how great is the 


ſum of thy debts, who haſt been all thy life run- 
ning upon thy books, and never didſt or eanſt pay 
off one penny? Look over the ſin of thy nature, 
and all its curſed brood, the fins of thy life: call 


to mind thy omiſſions, commiſſions, the fins of 


thy thoughts, words, and actions, the ſins of thy 
youth, and the ſins of thy years. Be not like a 
deſparate bankrupt,that is afraid to look over his 


books: read the records of confcience carefully. 


Theſe books mult be opened ſooner or later. 
Meditate on the aggravations of thy fins, as they 


gre the grand enemies of the God of thy life, and of 


the life of thy ſoul. In a word, they are the public 
enemies of all mankind, O man! how canſt thou 
make ſo light of ſin? This is the trattor that ſuck- 


ed the blood of the ſon of God, and ſold him, that 


mocked him, that ſcourged him, that ſpat in his 
face, that digged his hands, and pierced his fide, 


- that preſſed his ſoul, that mangled his 2 that 


never left him, till it had bound him, eondemned 


him, nailed him, erucified him, and put him to an 


open ſhame. This is that deadly poiſon, ſo 
powerful of operation, as that one drop of it ſhed: 
on. the root of mankind, hath corrupted, fpoiled, 

oiſoned, and undone his whole race at once. 

his is the bloody executioner, that hath killed 
the prophets, burnt the martyrs, murdered all the 
apoſtles, all the patriarchs, all the kings and 
potentates, that has deſtroyed cities, ſwallowed: 
empires, butchered and devoured whole nations. 
Whatever was the weapon it was done by, ſin 
was it that did the execution. Doſt thou yet think 
it but a {mall thing? If Adam and all his children 
could be dug out oftheir graves, and their bodies. 


piled up to heaven, and an inqueſt were made, 


what matchleſs murderer. was guilty of all. this 
blood, it would be found in the ſkirts of fin, 
Study the nature of fin till thy heart et to. 
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fear and loath it; and meditate on the aggravati- 
ons of thy particular fins, how thou haſt ſinned 
againſt all God's, warnings, againſt thy own pray- 
ers, againſt mercies, againſt correction, againſt 
light, againſt love, againſt thine own reſolutions, 
againſt promiſes, vows, and covenants of better 
obedience. Charge thy heart home with theſe 
things till it bluſh for ſhame, and. be brought out 
of all good. opinion. of itſelf. | 
Meditate on the deſert of fin. It crieth to heaven; 
it galls for vengeance. Its due wages is death and 
damnation ; it pulls the curſe of God upon. the 
ſoul and body. The leaſt finful word or thought 
lays. thee under. the infinite wrath of God Al- 
mighty. O what a load of wrath, what a weight 
of curſes, what a treaſure of vengeance, have all 
the millions of thy. ſins then deſerved! 
Above all other fins, fix the eye of confideration on 
the fin of thy nature. It is to little purpoſe to lop 
off the branches, while the root of corruption re- 
mains untouched. In vain do men leave out the 
ſtreams, when the fountain is running that fills 
up all again. Study how deep, how cloſe, how 
permanent 1s thy.natural pollution, how univerſal 
it is; cry out, with Paul's feeling, upon thy.body 
as dead. Look into all thy parts and powers, and 
fee what unclean veſſels, what. dunghills, what 


inks they are become. The heart is never ſound- 


ly broken till thoroughly convinced of the hein- 
ouſneſs of original fin, Here fix thy thoughts, 


this is that which makes thee back ward to all good, 


prone to all evil; that ſheds blindneſs, pride, 
prejudice, unbelief, into thy. mind; enmity, in- 
conſtancy, obſtinacy, into thy will; inordinate 
heats and colds into thy affections; inſenſibleneſs, 
benumbedneſs, unfaithfulneſs, into thy con- 
fcience ; and, in a word, hath put every wheel in 
thy ſoul out of order, and made it of an habitation 
af holineſs, to. become a very hell of iniquity, 
This is what hath defiled, corrupted, pervert- 
ed. all thy members, and. turned them into 

weapons 


5 
L 
1 
o 
I. 
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weapons of _unrighteouſneſs, and ſervants of 
fin, And wilt thou yet be in love with thyſelf, 
and tell us any longer of thy good heart? O 
never leave meditating on the deſperate con- 
tagion of original corruption, till with the 
deepeſt ſhame and ſorrow thou ſmite on thy 
breaſt, and with Job, abhor thylelf, and repent 
in duſt and aſhes. We 
Direct. III. Strive to affect thy heart with a deep 
ſenſe of thy preſent miſery. Read over the fore- 
going Chapter again and again, and get it into 
thy heart, Remember, when thou lieſt down, 


that for ought thou knoweſt thou mayeſt awake 


in flames; and when thou riſeſt up, that by the 
next night thou mayeſt make thy bed in hell. Is 
it a trifling matter to live in ſuch a fearful caſe; 


to ſtand tottering upon the brink of the bottom- 


leſs pit, and to hve at the mercy of every diſeaſe, 
that if it will but fall upon thee, will ſend thee 
forthwith into the burnings. Suppoſe thou ſaw- 


"eſt a condemned wretch hanging over Nebuckad- 


nezzar's burning fiery furnace. by nothing but a 
thread, which was ready to break every moment, 
would not thy heart tremble for ſuch a one P 
Why, thou art the man. This 1s thy very caſe, 
O man, O woman, that readelt this, if thou be 
yet unconverted. What if the thread of thy life 


mould break ? (why, thou knoweſt not but it 


may be the next night, yea, the next moment) 
where wouldſt thou be then? Whither wouldſt 
thou drop ? Verily into the lake that burn with 
fire and brimſtone, where thou muſt lie fcald: 
and ſweltering in a fiery ocean while God hath 
being, if thou die in thy prefent caſe, 
Direct. IV. Settle it upon thy heart, that thou art 
under everlaſting inability ever to recover thyſelf, Ne- 
ver think thy praying, reading, hearing, confeſ- 
ling, amending, will do the cure; thefe muſt be 
attended to, but thou art undone if thou reſteſt in 
them. Thou art a loſt man, if thou hopeſt to 


eſcape drowing on any other plank but Jeſus 


Chriſt, Thou muſt unlearn thyſelf, and re- 
nounce thine own wiſdom, thine own righ- 


teouſneſs 
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94 Directions for Converfion. 
teouſneſs, thine own ſtrength, and throw thy“ 
felf wholly upon Chriſt, as a man that ſwims 
caſts himſelf upon the water, or elſe thou canft 
not efcape. While men truft in themſelves, and 
eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, and have con- 
fidence in the fleſh, they'll not come lavingly to 


Chriſt, Can the lifelefs carcaſe looſe the bands 
of death? Then may'ſt thou recover thyſelf, 


who art dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and under an 


impoſſibility of ſerving thy Maker aceeptably-in 


this condition. Therefore when thou goelt to 


pray, or meditate, or to do any of the duties to 
which thou art here directed, call in the help of 
the Spirit, as deſpairing to do any thing — 7 
to God in thine own ſtrength ; yet neglect not 
thy duty, but lie at the pool, and wait in the way 
of the Spirit, Strive to give up thyſelf to Chriſt; 
ſtrive to pray, ſtrive to meditate, ſtrive a hundred 
and a hundred times, try to do it as well as thou 


canſt ; and whilſt thou art endeavouring in the 
way of thy duty, the Spirit of the Lord will come 
upon thee, and help thee to do what of thyſelf 


thou art utterly unable to perform, Prov. i. 23. 


Direct. V. Forthwith renounce ali thy fins. If 
thou yield thyſelf to the practice of any ſin, thou 


art undone, In vain doſt thou hope for life by 
Chriſt, except thou depart from iniquity. For- 


Jake thy ſins, or elſe thou canſt not find mercy. 
Thou canſt not be married to Chriſt, except di- 


vorced from ſin; give up the traitor, or you can 
have no peace in heaven. Caſt the head of Se- 
ba over the wall: keep not Delilah in thy lap: 
thou muſt part with thy fins or with thy ſoul : 
fpare but one lin, and God will not ſpare thee. 
Never make excuſes, thy ſins muſt die, or thou 
muſt die for them. If thou allow of one ſin, 
though but a little, a ſecret one, 'tho* thou mayeſt 
plead neceſſity, and have a hundred ſhifts and ex- 
cuſes for it, the life of thy ſoul muſt go for the life 


of that fin, And will it not be dearly boyght ? 


Q finner * 
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O ſinner ! hear and conſider ; if thou wilt part 
with thy fins, God will give thee his Chriſt. Is 
not this a fair exchange ? I teſtify unto thee this 
day, that if thou periſh, tis not becauſe there was | 
never a Saviour bees nor life tendered, but | 


becauſe thou preferedit (with the Jews) the mur- 
derer before thy Saviour, fin before CHRIST, and | 


_ — — - 
ama any ͤꝗ—nu—— — 
o 


lovedſt darkneſs rather than light, Labour there- : 
fore to find out thy fins, enter into thy cloſet 10 
and conſider, What evil have I lived in? What ou 


duty have I neglected towards God ? What fin 
have I lived in againſt my brother? And now ; 
ſtrike the dart through the heart of thy ſin, as 
Joab did through Ab/alom's. Never ſtand look- 
ing upon thy fin, nor rolling the morſel under 
thy tongue, but ſpit it out as poiſon, with fear 
and deteſtation. Alas! what will thy fins do for 
thee, that thou ſhould ſtagger at parting. with 
them ?- They will flatter thee, but they'll undo 108 
and cut thy throat while they ſmile upon thee, .:_- 
and poiſon thee while they pleaſe thee, and arm .- 
the juſtice and wrath of the infinite God againſt | 
thee. They will open hell for thee, and pile up 
tewel to burn thee. Away with them, crucify 
them, and let Chriſt only be Lord over thee, 

Direct. VI. Make a folemn choice of God for thy 
blefſedneſs. With all poſlible devotion and vene- 
ration avouch the Lord for thy God, Set the 
world, with all its glory, with all its pleaſures 
and promotions, on the one hand. And ſet God, 
with all his infinite excellencies on the other d 
And ſee that thou deliberately make thy choice. 
Take up thy reſt in God ; ſit thee under his ſha- 
dow; let his promiſes and perfeQions turn the 
ſcale againſt all the world. Settle it upon thy 
heart, that the Lord is an all-ſufficient portion, 
that thou canſt not be miſerable while thou haſt 
God to live upon: take him for thy ſhield, and 
exceeding great reward. GOD alone is more 
than all the world; content thyſelf with him; 
let others carry the preferments, the FINE NS 
0 - glory 
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96 Directions for Converſion, 
glory of the world, place thou thy happineſs in f 

his favour, and the light of his countenance. | 

Take him as God, to be the chief in thy affections, 

eſtimations, intentions, for he will not endure to 

have any ſet above him. In a word, Thou muſt 

take him in all his perſonal Relations, and in all | 

his eſſential Perfefions, i 

Firſt, In all his perſonal Relations. God the Fa- | 

| ther muſt be taken for thy Father. O come-to him 

6 with the prodigal, Father, I have finned againſt 

| heaven, and in thy fight, and am not worthy to be 
| called thy fon : but ſince of thy wonderful mercy thou 

* art pleaſed to take me, that am of myſelf a dog, a 
Swine, a devil, to be a child, 1 ſolemnly take thee for 
my. Father, commend myſelf to thy care, and truſt to 
thy providence, and caſt my burthen on thy ſhoulders. 
L renounce all confidence in myſelf, I repoſe my confi- 
dence tn thee. Again, God the Son muſt be taken 
for thy Saviour, for thy Redeemer, and Righte- 
ouſneſs, He muſt be accepted as the only way 
to the Father, and the only means of life. . Laſtly, 
God the Spirit muſt be taken for thy Santtifier, 
| for thy Advocate, thy Counſellor, thy Comforter, . 
: the Teacher of thy ignorance, the Pledge and 
earneſt of thy inheritance, — 

4 In all his effential Perfections. Conſi- 
def, how the Lord hath revealed himſelf to you 
in his word; will you take him as ſuch a God? 
O finner, here's the moſt bleſſed news that ever 
came to the ſons of men, The Lord will be thy God, 
Gen, xvii. 7 Rev. xxi. g, if thou wilt but cloſe 
with him in his excellencies, Wilt thou have 
the merciful, the gracious, the ſin-pardoning-God 
to be thy God ? O yes, (ſaith the finner) I am un- 
done elſe. But the Father tells thee, I am the holy 
and ſin-hating God; if thou wilt be owned as one 
of my people, thou mult be holy, 1 Peter i. 16, 
holy in heart, holy in life, thou mutt put away all 
thy iniquities, be they ever ſo near, ever ſo na- 
tural, ever ſo neceſſary to the maintaining thy 

fleſhly- 


r oe > OE7Y FIRE = SOIT CENT 


18 


4 
4 


l 
: 
Y 


fin, I cannot be thy God. 


— 
— 

en 
| l FIT = 
1 x -% 2 
l 
Sit re 
Ne CLIC 


Diretlions for Sone 9 


fleſhly luſts. Unleſs thou wilt be at defiance with 
What doth thine 
heart anſwer? © Lord I deſire to have thee as 
ſuch a God: I defire to be holy as thou art holy, 
to be made partaker of thy holineſs, I love thee 


not only for thy goodneſs and mercy, but for thy. 


holineſs and purity, I take thy holineſs for my 
happineſs; -O be to me a fountain of holinels, 
ſet on me the ſtamp and impreſs of thy holineſs; 
I will thankfully part with all my {ins at thy 
command: my wilful ſins I do forthwith for- 
ſake; and for mine infirmities, I will ſtrive 
againſt them in the uſe of the means; I deteſt 
them, and will pray againſt them, and never let 
them have quiet reſt in my ſoul. Beloved, who- 


ſoever of you will thus accept of the Lord for his 
God, ſhall have him. » 


Again he tells you, I am the all-ſufficient God, 
Gen. xvii. 1. Will you lay all at my feet, and 
give it up to my diſpoſal, and take me for your 
only portion? Will you own and honour my 
All- ſufficiency? Will you take me as your hap- 


pineſs and treaſure, your hope and.bliſs? I am 
a ſun and a ſhield; all in one; will you have me 


for your all? Gen. vi. 1. If thou art willing to 
ſell all for the pearl of great price If thine heart 
anſwer, Lord, I defire no other portion but thee's 
take the corn, and the wine, and the oil whoſoever 


will, ſo 1 may have the light of thy countenance: I 


pitch upon thee for my happineſs, 1 gladly venture 


myſelf on thee, and truſt myſelf with thee ; I ſet my 


hopes in thee, I take up my reſt with thee ; let me hear 
thee ſay, I am thy God, thy ſalvation, and I have 


enough, all I wiſh for ; I will make no terms with 


thee, but for thyſelf : let me but have thee ſure, let me 
be able to make my claim, and fee my title to thyſelf, 
and for other things I leave them to thee; give me 
more or leſs, any thing or nothing, 7 will be ſatisfied 
in my Cod. Take him thus, and ſee he is thy 
Own, | 


- Dire&, VII. Accept of the Lord Fefus in all his 


offices, with all his inconventences, as thine, Upon 
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98 Directions for Converſion, 


theſe terms Chriſt may be had. Sinner, thou haſt 
undone thyſelf, and art plunged into the moſt 
deplorable miſery, out of which thou art never 
able to climb up; but Jeſus Chriſt is able and 
ready to help thee, and he freely tenders himſelf 
to thee, Be thy fins ever ſo many, ever ſo great, 
or of ever ſo long continuance, yet thou ſhalt be 
_ certainly pardoned and ſaved, if thou doſt not 
wretchedly neglect the offer that in the name of 
God is here made to thee, The Lord Jeſus calleth 
to thee; look to him and be ſaved. Yea, he is 
a ſuitor to thee, and beſeecheth thee to be recon- 
ciled. He crieth in the ſtreets, he knocketh at 
thy door, he wooeth thee to accept of him and 
live with him. If thou dieſt, *tis becauſe thou 
would not come to him for life. 
Direct. VIII. Refign up all thy powers and facul- 
ties, and thy whole intereſt to be his. They gave their 
ewnſelues unto the Lord. 2 Cor. viii. 5, Prefent 
your bodies as a living ſacrifice, The Lord ſeeks 
not yours, but you; reſign therefore thy body, 
with all its members, to him ; and thy ſoul, with 
all its powers, that he may be glorified in thy 
body, and in thy ſpirit, which are his, 1 Cor. 
vi. 20. In a right cloſure with Chriſt, all thy 
faculties give up to him. The judgment ſubſcribes, 
Lord thou art worthy of all acceptation, chief of ten 
thouſand ; happy is the man that finds thee, All the 
8hings that are to be deſired, are not to be compared 
with thee, Prov. iii. 13, 13. The underſtanding 
lays aſide its corrupt reaſonings and cavils, and 
its prejudices againſt Chriſt and his ways, Tis - 
now paſt queſtioning, and carries it for Chriſt 
againſ\ all the world. It concludes 'tis good to be 
here; and ſees ſuch a treaſure in his field, ſuch a 
value in his pearl, as it is worth all, Matt. viii. 44. 
O here's the beſt bargain that ever I made, here is the 
richeſt prize that ever man was offered ; here is the 
moſt ſovereign remedy that ever mercy prepared ; he's 
worthy of my eſteem, worthy of my choice, worthy of 
my love, worthy to be embrac'd, ador'd, admir'd for 
evermore, Rev. v. 12. I approve of his articles, his 
7 | | | term 
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terms are righteous and reaſonable, full of equity and 
mercy. Again, the will refigns: ut ſtands no 
longer waveting, nor wiſhing and woulding, but 
is peremptorily determined: Lord, thy love hath 
overcome me, thou haſt won me, and thou fhalt have 
me: come in, Lord, to thee I freely open, I conſent 
to be ſaved in thine own way. Thou halt have any 
thing, nay have all, let me have but thee. The me- 
mory gives up to Chriſt; Lord here is a ſtorehouſe 
for thee ; out with this traſh, lay in the treaſure, let 
me be a granary, a Tepofitory of thy truth, thy pro- 
mſes, thy providences, The conſcience comes in, 
| Lord, I will ever jide with thee, I will ever be thy 
faithfſui regiſter, I will warn when the finner 1s 
tempted, and mite when thou art offended. Iii wit- 
2 for thee and judge for thee, and guide into thy 
ways, and will never let fin have quiet in this ſoul. 
The Affections alſo come into Chriſt; 0 / faith 
Love, I am fick for thee. O! ſaith Defire, now 7 
Aave my longing ; here's the ſatisfaction I ſought for, 
here's the deſre of nations, here us bread for me, and 
balm for me, all that I want. Fear bows the knee 
with awe and veneration. Welcome, Lord; to thee 
will I pay homage, thy word and rod ſhall command 
my mottons, thee will 1 reverence and adore : before 
"thee will 1 fall down and worſhrp, Grief likewiſe 
puts in, Lord, thy diſpleaſure, and thy diſtonour, 
thy people's calamities, and my own iniquities, ſhall 
be my only cauſe of lamentation, I will mourn when 
thou art offended, I will weep when thy cauſe is 
22 e likewiſe comes in for Chriſt. 
Lord, nothing ſo enrages me as my folly againſt thee, 
that I ſhould be fo beſotted and 1 * to err 
to the flatteries of hn, and temptations of Satan 
againſt thee, Hatred too will fide with Chriſt: I 


proteſt mortal enmity againſt thine enemies, that 1 


never will be friends with thy foes ; I vow an immor- 
3 with every fin, I will give no quarter, L 
will make no peace. Thus let all thy powers give 
vp to Jeſus Chriſt, PN 


12 Again; 
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Again; thou muſt give up thy whole intereſt te 
him; if there be any thing that thou keepeſt back 
from Chriſt, *twill be thine undoing, Luke xiv, gg. 
. Unleſs thou wilt forſake all, thou canſt not be his 
diſciple, Thou muſt hate father and mother, yea 
and thine own life alſo in compariſon of him, 
and as far as it ſtands in competition with him, 
Matt. x. 7. Luke xiv. 26, 27, In a word, thou 
muſt give. him thyſelf, and all that thou haſt, 
without reſervation, or elſe thou canſt have no 
part in A pe . 
Direct. IX. Make choice of the laws of Chrift as 
the rule of thy words, thoughts, and actions. This 
is the true Convert's choice; but here remember 
theſe three rules: 1. You muſt chooſe them all; 
there's no getting to heaven by a partial obe- 
dience. Read Pſal. cxix. 6. cxix. 160. Ezek. 
xvlii. 21. None may think it enough to take up 
with the cheap and eaſy part of Religion, and let 
alone the duties that are coſtly, and ſelf-denying, 
and grate upon the intereſt of the fleſh ; you mutt 
take all or none. A ſincere convert, though he 
makes moſt conſcience of Wo greateſt. fins and 
weightieſt duties, yet he makes true conſcience 
of little fins, and of all duties, Matt. xxill. 23. 
2. For all times, for proſperity, and for adverlity, 
Whether it rain or thine. A true convert 1s re- 
| ſolved in his way, he will ſtand to his choice, 
and will not ſet his back to the wind, and be of 
the Religion of the times. I have ſtuck to ty 
teſlimonies, I have inclined my heart to perform thy 
ſtatutes always, even to the end. Thy teſtimonies have 
I taten as a heritage for ever, Plal, Cxix. g1. cxiv. 
117. 1 will have reſpect to thy ſtatutes continually. 
Direct. X. Let all this be compleated in a ſolemn 
covenant between God and thy foul, Plalm cxix. 106. 
Nehem. x. 29. For thy better help therein, take 
theſe few Directions. 5 8 N 
Finſt, Set apart ſome time, more than once, to 
be ſpent in ſecret before the Lord. 3 
1. In ſeeking earneſtly his ſpecial aſſiſtance 
and gracious acceptance of thee, 2, In 


* 
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2. In conſidering diſtinctiy all the terms of the 
Covenant, expreſſed in the form hereafter propoſed. 1 
3. In ſearching thy heart, whether thou art ſin- 0 
cerely willing to forſake all thy fins, and to reſign bi 
up thyſelf body and ſoul, unto.God, and his ſer- | 
vice; to ſerve him in:helineſs and righteouſneſs. i 
all the days of thy life. | 
Secondly, Compole thy ſpirit into the moſt ſerious: | 
frame poſſible. | | 
Thirdly, Lay hold on the Covenant of God, and 
rely on his promiſe of giving grace and ſtrength, 
whereby thou mayeſt be enabled to perform thy 
romiſe. 6 
Fourthily, Reſolve to be faithful; having enga- 
ged thy heart, opened thy mouth, and ſubſcribed 
with thy hand unto: the Lord, reſolve in his 
ſtrength never to go back. | 
Laſtly, Being thus prepared, on ſome conveni- 
ent time ſet apart for that purpoſe, ſet. upon the 
work; and in the moſt folemn- manner poſſible (as 
if the Lord were viſibly preſent beferethine eyes) "8 
fall down en: thy knees, and ſpreading forth thine 4 
hands toward heaven, open thine heart to the i 
Lord in theſe or the like words: c | 


* O Moſt dreadful: God; for the paſſion of thy 
: | dear Son, I beſeech thee, accept of thy. poor Wl 
prodigab, now proſtrating himſelf at thy door: I | 
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j have fallen from thee by mine iniquity, and:am i 
by nature a ſon of death, and a thouſand-fold 
more the child of hell by my wicked practice: _ 
F but of thine infinite grace - ai haſt promiſed ..- 
: grace to me in Chriſt, if I will but turn to thee 9 

with all my heart: therefore upon the call of thy | 
7 goſpel, L am now come in; and throwing. down i 
58 my weapons, ſubmit myſelf to thy mercy. 1 
a And becauſe thou requireſt, as the condition of 

my peace with thee, that 1 ſhould put away mine 

== idols, and be at defiance with all thine enemies, it 
| which I acknowledge I have wickedly fided with | | 
* againſt. thee, I here, from the bottom of my heart '| 
nn | 


. JL 3 renounce 
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renounce them all, firmly covenanting with thee, 
not to allow myſelf in any known fin, but con- 
ſcientiouſly to uſe all the means that I know thou 
haſt prefcribed for the death and utter deſtruction 
of bf may corruptions. And whereas I have for- 
merly inordinately and idotatrouſly let out my 
affections upon the world, I do here reſign up my 
heart to thee, that madeſt it; humbly proteſting 
before thy glorious majeſty, that it is the firm re- 
ſolution of my heart, and that I unfeignedly de- 
fire grace from thee, that when thou ſhalt call me 
hereunto, I may praftiſe this my reſolution thro? 
thy aſſiſtance, to forſake all that is dear to me in 
this world, rather than to turn from thee to the 
ways of ſin; and that I will watch againſt all its 
temptations, whether of proſperity or adverſity, 
leſt they ſhould withdraw my heart from thee ; 
beſeeching thee alfo to help me againſt all the 
temptations of Satan, to whoſe wicked ſuggeſtions 


I reſolve, by thy grace, never to yield myſelf a 


fervant. And I renounce all confidence in my 
_ own righteouſneſs, and acknowledge, that I am 
myſelf a hopeleſs, helpleſs, undone creature, with- 

out righteouſnefe or ſtrength. | . 
And foraſmuch as thou haſt, of thy bottomleſs 
mercy, offered moſt graciouſly to me, wretched 
finner, to be again accepted by God, through 
Chriſt, if I will accept of thee ; I call Heaven 
and Earth to record this day, that I do here ſo- 
lemnly avouch thee for the Lord my God; and 
with all poſhble veneration, bowing the neck of 
ny ſoul under the feet of thy moſt ſacred Majeſty, 
I do here take thee, the Lord Fehovah, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for my portion and chief 
good; and ſo give up myſelf, body and ſoul, to 
thy ſervice, promiſing and vowing to ſerve thee in 
holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days of my life. 
And fince thou haſt appointed the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the only means of coming unto thee, I do 
here, upon the bended knees of my ſoul, accept of 
kim as the only, new, and living way by which 
| lingers 
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finners may have acceſs to thee ; and do hereby 
ſolemnly join myſelf in marriage-covenant tohim. 

O bleſſed Jeſus, I come to thee hungry, and 
poor, and wretched, and miſerable, and blind, and 
naked; a molt loathſome polluted wretch, a guilty 
and condemned malefattor, unworthy for ever to 
waſh the feet:of. the ſervants of my Lord, much 
more to be ſolemnly married to the Kingof glory: 
but ſince ſuch is thine unparelleled love, I do here 
with all my power accept thee, and do take thee 
for my head and huſband, for better. for worſe, 
for richer for poorer, for all times and conditions, 
to love, honour, and obey thee before all others, 
and this to the death; L embrace thee in all thy 
offices, IJ renounce my own worthineſs, and do 
here avow thee to be the Lord my Righteouſneſs: 


I renounce my own wiſdom, and do here take 


thee for my only guide; I renounce my own 
will, and take thy will for my law. . 
And ſince thou haſt told me that I muſt ſuffer, 
if I will reign, I do here covenant with thee to 
take my lot as it falls with thee ; and by. thy grace 
aſſiſting, to run all hazards with thee, verily ſup- 
poſing that neither life nor death ſhall part be- 
tween thee and. me. 


And becauſe thou haſt been pleaſed to give me 


thy holy laws as the rule of my life, and the way 
in which I ſhould walk to thy kingdom, I do 
here willingly put my neck in thy yoke, and ſet 
my ſhoulder to thy burden ; and ſub{cribing to all 
thy laws, as holy, juſt, and good, I ſolemnly take 
them as the rule of my thoughts, words, and 
actions! promiſing that though my fleſh contra- 
dict and rebel, yet I will endeavour to order and 
govern my Whole life according to thy direction, 
and will not allow myſelf in the negle& of any 
thing that I know to be my duty, 

Only beeauſe (thro' the frailty of my fleſh) I am 
lubject to ſo many failings, I am bold humbly to 
proteſt, that unallowed miſcarriages, contrary to 


the 


* 
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the ſettled bent and reſolution of my heart, ſhall 
not make void this covenant; for ſo thou haſt ſaid. 
Now, Almighty God, Searcher of hearts, thou 


knoweſt that I make this covenant with thee this 


day without any known guile or reſeryation ; 


beſeeching thee, that if thou ſpieſt any flaw or 


falſchood therein, thou wouldſt diſcover it to me, 
and help me to do it aright, | 
And now, glory be to thee, O God the Father, 
whom 1 ſhal} be bold from this day forward, to 
look upon as my God and Father, that ever thou 
ſhouldit find out ſuch a way for the recovery of 
undone finners. Glory be to thee, O God the Son, 
who haſt loved me, and waſhed me from my ſias 
in thine own blood, and art now become my 
Saviour and Redeemer. Glory be to thee, O God 
the Holy Ghoſt, who, by the finger of thine Al- 
mighty power, haſt turned about my heart from 
fin to God. | | 

O dreadful 7ehovakh / the Lord God omnipotent, 
Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt ! thou art now be- 
come my covenant-friend, and I, through thy 
infinite grace, am become thy covenant-ſervant. 
Amen. So be it : and the covenant which I have 
made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven, 


This Covenant I advife you to make, not only in 
heart, but in wurd; not only in word, but in writing / 
and that you would with all poffible reverence ſpread 
the writing before the Lord, as if you would preſent it 
to him as your att and deed ; and when you have done 
this, ſet your hand to it, keep it as a memorial of the 

ſolemn tranſactions that have paſſed between God and 
vou, that you may have recourſe to it in doubts and 
temptations. | 


Direct. XI. Take heed of delaying thy converſion, 
and fet upon a ſpeedy. and prefent turning. Remem- 
ber and tremble, at the fad inſtance of the fooliſh. 


virgins, 
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virgins, that came not till the door of mercy was 
ſhut, Matt, xxv. and of Felix, who put off Paut | 
to another ſeaſon ; and we never find that he had | 
ſuch another ſeaſon. O come in while it is called 
to-day, leſt thou ſhouldſt be hardened through the 
deceitfulneſs of ſin ; leſt thy day of grace ſhould 
be over, and the things that belong to thy peace 
ſhould be hid from thine eyes. Now mercy is woo- 
ing of thee; now Chriſt is waiting to be gracious, | 
and the Spirit of God is ſtriving with thee ! now 
Conſcience is ſtirring; now Chriſt is to be had 
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for the taking. O ſtrike in with the offers of grace: an 
O now or never ! if thou make light of this offer, 1 
God may ſwear in his wrath thou ſhalt not taſte x 
of his Supper. _ W 

Direct. XII. Attend conſcientiouſly upon the word, 8 


— — 
1 


as the means appointed for thy con verſion, 1 Cor. iv. 
15. Attend not cuſtomarily, but conſcientiouſly ; 
with this deſire, deſign, hope, and expectation, 
that thou mayeſt be converted by it. To every 
fermon thou heareſt, come with this thought: 07 
] hope God will now come in: I hope this day may be the | 
time, this may be the man by whom God will bring me 

home, When thou art coming to the ordinances, 

lift up thy heart thus to God: Lord, let this be 

the ſabbath, let this be the ſeaſon wherein I may 
receive renewing grace; O let it be ſaid, that to- 
day ſuch a one was born unta thee, | 

Direct. XIII. Strike in with the Spirit when 

he begins to work upon thy heart. When he 
works convictions, O do not ſtifle them, but join 

in with him, and beg the Lord to carry on con- 
viction to converſion. Quench not the Spirit! Do 1 | 
not out{trive him, do not reliſt him. Beware of _ 
putting out convictions with evil company or in 
worldly buſineſs, When thou. findeſt any trouble _ 
for ſin, and fear about thy eternal.ſtate, beg of = 
God that they may never leave thee till they have- | i ” 
wrought off thy heart thoroughly from fin, and * 
wrought it over to Jeſus Chriſt. Say to him, __ 
Strike home, Lord, leave not the work in = Ba" 
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midit. If thou ſeeſt that I am not wounded enough, 
that I am not troubled enough, wound me yet 
deeper, Lord; O go to the bottom of my corrup- 
tion, and let out the life blood of my ſins. Thus 
yield up thyſelf to the workings of the Spirit, 
and hoiſt thy ſails to his gales. 
Direct. XIV. Set upon the conſtant and diligent 
' uſe of | ſerious and feruent prayer. This is one of 
the firſt things Converſion appears in; it ſets men 
on praying. Therefore ſet to this duty ; let never 
a day pals over thee, wherein thou hait not, morn- 
ing and evening, ſet apart ſome time for ſet and 
ſolemn prayer in ſecret, Call thy family alſo to- 
gether daily to worſhip God with thee, Woe be 
unto thee, if thine be found among the families 
that call not on God's name. Jer. x. 25. But cold 
and lifeleſs devotions will not reach half way to 
heaven. Be fervent and importunate; importu- 
nity will carry it, but without violence the king- 
dom of heaven will not be taken. Thou muſt 
ſtrive to enter, and wreſtle with tears and ſuppli- 
cations, as Jacob, if thou meaneſt to carry the 
'bleſſing. Thou art undone for ever without 
grace, and therefore thou mult ſet to it, and re- 
ſolve to take no denial. | 

Direct. XV. Forſake evil company, and forbear 
the otcaſion of fin. Thou wilt never be turned 
from fin, till thou declineſt the temptation to lin, 
I never expe& thy converſion from fin, unleſs 


thou flee the occaſions. If thou wilt be playing 


on the brink, and tampering with the ſnare, thy 
ſoul will ſurely be taken. Where God doth ex- 
poſe men in his providence to temptation, and the 
occaſions are ſuch as we cannot remove, we may 
expect ſpecial aſſiſtance; but when we tempt 
God by running into danger, he will not engage 
to ſupport us. And of all temptations, one of the 
molt fatal and pernicious is evil company: O what 


hopeful beginnings have theſe often ſtifled! O 


the ſouls, the eſtates, the families, the towns that 
theſs have ruined ! how many poor ſinners _ 
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been enlightened and convinced, and been juſt 


ready to give the devil the flip, and have even 
eſcaped the fnare, and yet wicked company have 
ulled them back at laſt, and made them ſeven- 


fold more the children of hell? I have no hopes 


of thee, except thou wilt ſhake off thy evil com- 
pany. Chriſt ſpeaketh to thee as to them in ano- 
ther caſe; if thou ſeek me, then let theſe go their 
way. Thy life lies upon it: forſake theſe, or elſe 
thou canſt not live. Wilt thou be worſe than the 
beaſt, to run on when thou ſeeſt the Lord with a 
drawn ſword in the way ? Numb. xxii. 53. Let 


this ſentence be written upon thy conſcience, . 


A COMPANION OF FOOLS SHALL BE DE- 


SIROYED, The Lord hath ſpoken it, and who 


ſhall reverſe it ! And wilt thou run upon deſtruc- 
tion, when God himſelf hath forwarned thee! If 


God doth ever change thy heart, *twill appear in. 


the change of thy company. O fear and flee the 
gulph, by which ſo many thouſand ſouls have 
been ſwallowed up in perdition, Twill be hard 
indeed to make thy eſcape ; thy companions will 


be mocking thee, and will ſtudy to fill thee with 


prejudices againſt ſtrictneſs, as ridiculous and 
comfortleſs. They will be flattering thee, and 
alluring thee, but remember the warnings of the 
Holy Ghoſt : My lon, if ſinners entice thee, con- 
ſent thou not : if they ſay, come with us, caſt in 
thy lot among us; walk not thou in the way with 
them, refrain thy foot from their path, avoid it, 
paſs by it, turn from it, and paſs away ; for the 
way of the wicked 1s as darkneſs, they know not 
at what they ſtumble: they lay wait for their own 
blood ; they lurk privily for their own lives. | 
Direct. XVI. Laſtly, Set apart a day to humble 
thy ſoul in ſecret by faſting and prayer, to work a 
ſenſe of thy ſins and miſeries upon thy heart, 
Make a catalogue of thy fins, and with ſhame and 
forrow ſpread them before the Lord; and if thy 
heart be truly willing to the terms, join thyſelf ſo- 
lemnly to the Lord in the covenant before-menti. 
oned, and the Lord grant thee mercy in his fight ! 
| 1 1 N 1 
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